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US shooting lobby funds 
.countryside march 



By Ian Burrell 

a. 

AMERICA’S shooting and 
\ hunting lobby has been 
c bankrolling this weekend's mass 
^ march pledged to save the 
: British country way of life. 

The Duke Of Westminster, 
Britain’s richest man, has also 
given more than £lm to the or- 
ganisers of tbe Countryside 
March, which is intended to save 
rural jobs and promote fox- 
hunting. Other supporters in- 
clude the chairmen of some of 
Britain's biggest companies, in- 


cluding Sir Alick Rankin, of 
General Accident, and Jonny 
Weatberby of Weafherby's, 
which runs horseracing. 

Sunday's march is expected 
to attract 250.000 people to 
London. The organisers have 
hired 2.000 coaches and 25 
trains to bring in supporters and 
are setting up a one-day radio 
station, March FM. 

The Independent has estab- 
lished that much of the money 
for the £500,000 event is com- 
ing from overseas supporters 
and wealthy landowners and 
businessmen. 

The man who thought up the 
march and who has master- 


minded funding of the cam- 
paign to save country sports in 
Britain is Chicago-born lawyer 
Eric Bettelheim. 

London-based Mr Bellel- 
heim is secretary of the Coun- 
tryside Business Group (CBG). 
which was formed two years ago 
to pay for the fight against the 
threat to the countryside from 
animal rights activists and lob- 
by groups. 

The 10-strong team set up to 
run the CBG included Sir Al- 
ick Rankin and Mr Weatberby 
as well as Nick Bannister, a se- 
nior executive of ABN Amro in- 
vestment bank, and Alain 
Drach, chairman of the in- 


ternational gunmaking compa- 
ny Holland & Holland. 

The CBG, the British Field 
Sports Society and the Coun- 
tryside Movement are the three 
elements in the Countryside Al- 
liance. The Countryside Move- 
ment's accounts show that the 
Duke of Westminster has giv- 
en £1 3m to the organisation in 
the form of an unsecured and 
interest-free loan. The Duke's 
office said this week: “He nev- 
er expected that the money 
would be given back.” 

Tonight, beacons will be lit 
in more than 15 US states in 
support of the 3,000 beacons be- 
ing ignited in Britain ahead of 


the march. An auction at Sothe- 
by's in New York raised over 
£100,000 by selling hunting and 
shooting holidays in Britain to 
Americans. Among those pre- 
sent were Willem FP de Vogel, 
a leading New York venture 
capitalist, and C Martin Wood 
111. senior vice-president of 
Flowers, one of the largest bak- 
ery companies in America. 

On a recent visit to London. 
Ll-Col Dennis Foster, executive 
director of the American Mas- 
ter of Foxhounds Association, 
presented a cheque for the 
auction proceeds to Lord Man- 
croft, deputy chairman of the 
Countryside Alliance, which is 


organising this wee Lead's march. 

Yesterday. Lt-Col Foster 
said that American shooting and 
bunting organisations had “giv- 
en a considerable amount of 
money” to the British country- 
side campaign. “If you allow a 
precedent to come about in 
England it will set the stage for 
many other things,” he said. 
“This is an enormous injustice. 
It is about a minority versus a 
majority and about people not 
understanding wildlife." 

Lord Mancroft confirmed 
the American gift and said the 
alliance was “extremely grate- 
ful” for the money. 

Right to roam, page 4 


’Hacker breaks into 
Pentagon computer 


By John Carlin 

in Washington 

IT COULD have been mis- 
chievous teenagers. It could 
have been a solitary anarchist. 
It could have been Saddam 
Hussein, or Hamas, or North 
Korea, or the Cali Cartel, or any 
other nation or organisation 
with 3 grudge against the US. 

The Pentagon’s computer 
system has been under sus- 
tained, successful and anony- 
mous cyber attack during the 
fc* 1 two weeks. The news has 
prompted alarm in military cir- 
cles at the vulnerability of the 
US in the face of a form of war- 
fare that couid be the shape of 
conflict in the 2 1st century. 

“It was the most organised 
and systematic attack the Pen- 
tagon has seen to date.” John 
Hamre. the deputy secretary of 
defence, said yesterday. Hack- 
ers had penetrated and 
removed information from 


Pentagon computer files na- 
tionwide in a succession of 
“fairly heavy cyber attacks”. 

“All the services had pene- 
tration to some degree,” Mr 
Hamre said, but be stressed that 
the attackers had failed to ac- 
cess classified data. 

He did not believe the at- 
tacks bad been connected to tbe 
Iraqi crisis, but he described 
them as a “wake-up call” on the 
vulnerability of sensitive infor- 
mation in both government 
and corporate computers. The 
attackers may have penetrated 
the private sector too, he said. 

The FBI and the military 
have been investigating but so 
far have no idea of the attack- 
ers' identity. Mr Hamre sug- 
gested the Pentagon might have 
fallen victim to a small number 
of individuals playing a game, 
but he admitted he did not know 
whether one person or many 
had been behind tbe apparently 
concerted attacks. 


Archers star designs 
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THERE WAS a distinct whiff 
of Thomas Hardy about the 
Archers last night, writes Paul 
McCann. John Archer bad giv- 
en up his wild ways - by Archers 
standards - to propose to his 
loved one Hayley- A happy 
ending looked in the offing- And 
then it was John himself who 
was offed by a tractor. 

Being a member of the 
Archer family itself is usually a 
safe beL They are, after all. the 
f ranchis e, and the last one to go 

to the green room in the sky was 

Dan Archer in 1986. 
s A young soap actor should 
'be able to look forward to years 
of therapy trying to sort out his 


fictional character from his 
typecast sell Not so now. The 
Archers’ four million listeners 
demand drama and death at an 
increasingly frequency. 

Sam Barriscale, 23, tbe ac- 
tor who played John Archer, at 
least had the luxury of re- 
questing bis own demise. 
“There have been lots of omi- 
nous quotes like *have you re- 
paired that tractor yet?’.” he 
said yesterday. “But no ODe has 
guessed. Even my mum doesn t 
know yet.” 

Tbe death scene was recoro- 
ed on 2 February- since when 

the scripts were shredded- 

Latest victim, pag e 16 


Claws out on the catwalk ... 



Patten quits 
Murdoch to 
escape book 
censorship 


Exclusive 


By Andrew Buncombe 



CHRIS PATTEN, the last gov- 
ernor of Hong Kong, has 
switched publishers for his 
forthcoming memoirs (o pre- 
vent editorial censorship by 
Rupert Murdoch. 

Mr Patten has decided to 
have his book East and Wat 
published by Macmillan rather 
than Mr Murdoch’s company 
HarperCollins. 

The move follows a row 
over Mr Murdoch’s attempt to 
censor criticism of the Chinese 
authorises contained within 
the book, which recounts Mr 
Patten's experiences in the for- 
mer colony. Yesterday, it was 
announced that Stuart Proffitt 
- the senior editor at Harper- 
Collins who had been working 
on East and West - had left the 
company. His departure comes 
in the wake of a altercation with 
senior executives over an in- 
struction to alter the text 

Mr Murdoch has extensive 
business interests in South-east 
Asia and in 1994 stopped the 
BBC- considered by China to be 
imfriea%-fxom broadcasting on 
Star TV. his Far East satellite 
channel Mr Patten denounced 
that move as a “seedy betrayal” 
ctf tbe right to free speech. 

The former governor said 
last night: “I am adamant that 
my book will be read the way I 
intended itto be read. It is go- 
ing to be quite a story.” 
Editor’s departure, page 2 


Be careful with those fingernails: a model at last night's Tristan Webber show for 
London Fashion Week Photograph: Peter Macdanmid I 9 770301 


‘Independent’ is 
the top newspaper 
for photographs 
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Best for sport: Christopher Shaw in action in the pool, 
photographed by David Ashdown 

The Independent was last night named Diageo 
Newspaper of the Year in the annual British 
Picture Editors’ Awards. The prize was 
presented to Rosie Boycott, editor of the 
Independent and the Independent on Sunday , 
by the Prime Minister, Tony Blair. The 
newspaper also received the award for the 
best use of black and white photography. 

Picture of the Day, page 18 



Best for news: John Prescott, the Deputy Prime Minister, 
photographed by David Rose 


Damon Albara attacks Labour luwies 

BLUR’S Damon Albarn yesterday criticised Labour luwies 
who flock to Downing Street bashes. Tbe lead singer of the 
Britpop band was speaking at a Westminster protest against 
student tuition fees. Page 8 

Rub-on cholera vaccine 

SCIENTISTS today announce the discovery a needle-free way 
of giving vaccinations by rubbing liquid from the cholera bug 
into the skin. Page 2 

Blair firm on lone-parent benefits 

TONY BLAIR yesterday slapped down accusations by 
William Hague in the Commons that Labour is planning a 
U-turn over lone-parent benefits. Page 8 

Insurance giants in £l5bn merger 

TWO OF tbe country’s largest insurers. Commercial Union 
and General Accident, yesterday announced 3,000 job loss- 
es as part of a £15bn mega-merger. Page 20 

UN rift over Iraq agreement 

FRANCE is expected to resist efforts by Britain and the US 
to warn to Saddam Hussein that any violation of the memo- 
randum’s provisions would result in almost instantaneous 
retaliation. pa» 14 


Schroder on course to challenge Kohl 

GERHARD SCHRODER, the most popular opposition politi- 
cian in Germany, was last night close to winning the Social 
Democrat Party’s nomination for Chancellor. Page 13 
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If die answer is Cisco, your network service 
provider uses products and technology responsible 
for bringing the Internet to business; In face, 
today’s Internet is built on Cisco equipment. 

Whether it’s Internet access, ATM, frame relay 
or other data services, Cisco Powered Network" 
service providers showing the Cisco Powered :: 


Network mark are equipped to support yon with 
everything to meet your networking needs. 

Look for tbe Gsoo Powered Network mark 
or visit our Web she at www. dsco.com to find 
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Vaccine that makes jabs obsolete ^u»| 

h 


By Charles Arttuu- 

Saence Editor 


VACCINATIONS Of thefoture 

could consist of having a liquid 
nibbed into your skin, rather 
than Ok pain of a needle prick 
- and all because of cholera. 

US army scientists have disr 
covered that the toxin pro- 
duced by the cholera bacterium 
s t imul ate s an iriimimp T wq x)n.se 


even when it is put on the skin, 
and that h speeds up immune 
rcsponses to any other foreign 
protein added to ft. 

Ifcsts on laboratory mice 
hwe confirmed cholera's ef-« 
fectjveness in helping the body , 
to generate antibodies to diph- . 

theria and tetanus. 

Trials on h umans are due to 
start at the end of next month. 
If all goes well the needle-free. ■ 
system could be available com- 


mercially within 
10 years. 

“We can take an off-th&- 
shelf vaccine, mis itwith cholera 
toxin and get a very nice im- 
mune response from that off- 
the-shelf | type vaccine,” said 
Dr Gregory Glenn, of the de- 
partment of biochemistry at 
the Writer Reed Anny Institute 
of Research, in Washington 
DC 

“The implications are that 


one could eliminate needles." 

The army scientists' work is 
reported today in the science 
journal Nature. 

The method could revolu- 
tionise vaccination programmes 
in developing countries, where 
the cost of needles for injections 
can be prohibitive. 

The idea of using a poten- 
tially dangerous disease to pro- 
duce medical benefits - the 
basis of immunisation - is also 


being suggested for techniques 
such as gene therapy. 

Some scientists have sug- 
gested using a weakened form 
of HIV, the virus that causes 
Aids, to cany out gene thera- 
py for genetic diseases such as 
cystic fibrosis. 

Because HIV adds its own 
genetic material to the host, it 
could act as the carrier for 
helpful genes -such as those to 
cure cystic fibrosis. However, 


that work is still in its eariy 

stages- • • _ 

Cholera is a more promising 
candidate for pain-free immu- 
nisation. Though widely feared 
as a disease, its real danger lies 
in its dehydrating effects. 

When consumed (usually 
through infected water), the 
bacteria produces toxin which 
inflames thegut and leads todh 
arrhoea and vomiting- The 
rapid fluid loss can seriously 


weaken the body- 

imm une system 

overcome the * n ^° p : ho i era 
In that sense, the cholera 

toxin is not deadly - 

the principal risk arises from its 

side-effects- • 

Thus it makes an ided cm 

didate as an “adiuvant for 
helping provoke an immune 
response. 
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Publisher who fell 



Minister 
attacks 
EU plan 


on 


By Katherine Butter 

m Brussels 


Caught in the middle; 
Stuart Pro ffi t t , head of 
HarperCoinns, (above) 
tried to protect the 
memoirs of Chris Patten 
(left) from being censored 
by Harper owner Rupert 
Murdoch 
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Recycled paper made up 
41 .4% of the raw material for 
UK newspapers in the first 
half of 19*7. 


Stuart Proffitt is thought by 
many to be one of the last 
gentlemen in the world of 
publishing. 

Erudite, hardworking, a lit- 
tle professorial perhaps. He 
was a high-flyerand at Harper- 
Collins, the publishers where he 
was employed until yesterday, 
he worked on many high-pro- 
file publications, including the 
autobiography of Margaret 
Thatcher. It was natural he 
would be working on a title such 
as East and West, the memoirs 
of Chris Patten as the last Gov- 
ernor of Hong Kong. 

Some might mistake his 




. ->y r r -* 

’ ■•;VX 




Patten book rbW shows tycboris Eastern promise', reports Andrew- Buncombe 


careful, precise manner for 
those of a prima donna, but 
those who know Mr Proffitt say 
he has one characteristic above 
all others: he is principled. 

Yesterday staff at Harper- 
Collins, the publishing house 
owned by Rupert Murdoch, 
were informed that Mr Proffitt 
was no longer employed by the 
company. The termination of 
his employment was “with im- 
mediate effect". 

Mr Proffitt was last night not 
available for comment but it is 


understood his departure is 
linked to his efforts to defend 
his much-valued principles. 

It was reported earlier this 
week that senior executives had 
instructed Mr Proffitt to alter 
sections of the book - or have 
Mr Patten rewrite those sections 
--watering down criticism of the 
Chinese authorities. It was re- 
peated that the senior executives 
were in turn given their orders 
by their boss, Mr Murdoch. 

Mr Proffitt reacted furiously 
to this attempt to censor one of 


his authors. The row resulted in 
Mr Proffitt’s suspension and for 
the last two weeks his legal rep- 
resentatives have been in dis- 
cussion with HarperGoDins. 

“They have dearly not been 
able to reach an agreement 
and now he has gone,” said a 
source at the company. 

It is not known whether he 
was sacked or he resigned. Last 
night no one at HarperCollms 
was available for comment. 

And there the story might- 
end. Except that Mr Proffitt's 


departure underlies what is 
considered by observers to be 
an ongoing struggle by Mr Mur- 
doch to placate the Chinese 
authorities. 

In 1994 he stopped the BBC, 
considered to be antagonistic to- 
wards Peking, from broadcast- 
ing on his Star TV satellite 
channel, a move strongly criti- 
cised by Mr Patten. Mr Mur- 
doch even started broadcasting 
more Chinese language pro- 
grammes and set up a Chinese 
music channel. In 1994. Basic 


Books, a division of Harper- 
Collins, published a sugary bt- 
ographjrof Deng Xiaoping by 
his youngest daughter. Murdoch 
staged a huge promotional ef- 
fort for the book.He said that 
Star TV might one day “be a 
bonanza”. 

Mr Patten, who has had 
more experience of the Chinese 
authorities than most, daims he 
is more interested in having his 
own. non -censored words pub- 
lished - than making a bonan- 
za. He said: “I am adamant that 
my book will be read as l in- 
tended it to be read. Tt is going 
to be quite a story.” 


B 

EU plans to postpone the ex- 
tension of stringent and-BSE 
controls to other parts o£ 
Europe, exempting up to eight 
countries, could put consumers 
at risk, the Government warned 
yesterday. 

The Ministry of Agricul- 
ture, Fisheries and Food said 
agriculture minister Jack Cun- 
ningham had misgivings about 
European Commission pro- 
posals to delay full implemen- 
tation of a ban on offal, bone 
and other risky parts of cows 
and sheep until January 1999. 

Even more worrying as far 
as Britain is concerned, is that 
up to eight countries could be 
officially whitelisted for BSE 
risk and so exempted fully from 
the obligation to ban animal v 
I parts which pose most clanger. 
Those who apply for exemption 
will not have to take any new 
precautions before January. 

Seven countries - Britain,. 
Ireland, France. The Nether- 
lands, Belgium, Luxembourg 
and Portugal- face blacklisting 
as official BSE risk zones under 
the plan. They will “have to 
start complying With the rules 
on offal removal by 1 July. 
Countries which havernot had 
a “native" BSE case stand a 
good chance of being certified 
in the “low" or “negligible" 
risk category. 

The proposals, which could 
cause chaos for consumers, will 
be widely seen as a huge con- 
cession to the Germans. Bonn 
has always insisted it does not 
need British slaughtering reg- 
ulations because it has record- 
ed no indigenous cases and the 
cost of upgrading German abat- 
toirs would be out of all pro- 
portion to the risk. 
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The Government fa due ns publish a series of White Papers on Lifelong 
Learning in eariy 1998, from the DfEE, Scottish and Welsh Offices. This one 
day CVCP conference will explore the role for universities In developing and 
implementing the Government's proposals. Universities already play a 
significant role In lifelong learning, providing courses as aR lends - HND, 
undergraduate. PhD and CPQ. How wfll the developments announced in the 
White Papers affect dm ratal In particular whai changes wffl be needed in 
universities' management, access, curriculum and funding? How can higher 
education generally develop Its interface and partnership with further 
education to deliver the flexible teaming opportunities that lifelong 
learning de m an ds ? 
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The conference fa for senior ma n agers Hi higher and further education, 
academics, careers advisers and training and personnel officers in business 
and funding organisations. 
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HARTSTON 

WEATHER 

WISE 


IF THE forecasters are right - 
whfch they are more than 75 per 
cent of ihc time - the spring in 
our weather is about to lose all 
its bounce. An Arctic blast 
from Greenland, they say. is go- 
mg to bring about a drop in tem- 
perature of as much as 10 
degrees over the next couple of 
days, bringing snow and sleet to 
much of the country. 

Under such conditions, any- 
one with a scientific approach 
to life mil head immediately to 
the formulae for calculating 
wind-cbill factor, for wind-chill 


is what makes you feci colder 
than it really is. 

In still, cold air. the human 
body will heat the air around it 
creatinga son ofduvelof warm 
air that insulates us. If wc don't 
move, or if we wear heavy 
dothing (o trap it, this duvet wQI 
greatly slow down the chilling 
effect of the cold air on our bod- 
ies. In windy conditions, how- 
ever, our duvet is constantly 
being blown away and we lose 
energy (sogci cold) through the 
constant need to create new du- 
vets by warming the air with 


which we come into contact. 

So the first thing to do when 
you go oul in (he cold is to de- 
cide which of the various for- 
mulae to use for calculating the 
wind-chill. There arc two prin- 
cipal ones on offer. The simpler 
is: H = ( 0. 1 4+ 0.47 \'v K 36.5-T) 
where H is the calories lost per 
second by each square cen- 
timetre of exposed skin, v is the 
wind speed in metres per second 
and T is the tcmpcrauire in de- 
grees Celsius. The final term, 
.ViUT represents the difference 
in temperature between the air 


<T) and dry skin C3t>.5)_ 

If you arc fussier, or have 
clammy hands, you may prefer 
the alternative formula: 

°r' 45+ 10 V'v-vK33-T) 

13oth formulae appear i 0 
nave boon the result of experi- 
ments in the Antarctic with 
thermometer!, rather lhan with 
human hengs in windswept 
Wimbledon. Since neither lakes 
into account the relative hu- 
midity of | he air, or the sweat i- 
? f .«he human, Z 
tnrec^igni ficant - figu res aeeu- 
y urihcm ,s largely spurious. 
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Co-ordinated pair 
with the finest 
taste in decoration 


jV -t- 


• N THE NEWS 


lord AND LADY IRVINE 


a P pi ? priale - Ud y ^vine would be 
appy io assist. Lord Irvine of Lairg wrote 
m a letter to Black Rod od 1 July ij year 
He was referring to prospective tours of h is 
newfy renovated residence at which those with 
a bona fide interest in historic bufldings and 
art would have an opportunity to look at the 
more than 100 works of art which he plans to 
borrow from the nation's gall eries. 

And Lady Irvine would apparently be hap- 
py to act as tour guide, something for which 
she is highly qualified, as the Lord Chancel- 
lor himself pointed out: “She is an MA in the 


MR AND MRS 

Lady Irvine is of course die former Mrs 
Donald Dewar and left her husband in the 
earty Seventies for the then up-and-coming 
lawyer Derry Irvine. What is less well 
known is that Irvine himself was also mar- 
ried at the time their affair began. He had 
married Margaret Veitch in 1962 when he 
was 22 and she was 23. In 1970. when Irvine 
stood as a Labour candidate at Hendon 
North, it was Margaret who appeared at 
his side. When she divorced her husband in 
1974, the co-respondent was AJison Dewar. 
It has been said that Irvine and Dewar 
didn't speak to each other again until 1994. 
when both were pallbearers at the funeral 
of John Smith. Irvine, however, has said that 
the two of them maintained a cordial 
relationship, especially as the two Dewar 
children were raised in his home. “Donald 
and I have met over the years on many oc- 
casions and had conversations perfectly 
harmoniously in the interests of the chil- 
dren.'’ he said last year. 


History of Art from the Courtauld Institute 
in London.” 

The Black Rod Letter, as we might call it. 
emerged yesterday and provided yet another 
new twist in the long-running farce entitled The 
Refurbishment of the Lord Chancellor's Res- 
idence. It was proof that Lord Irvine bad in 
fact approached museum and gallery curators 
with a view to borrowing their works of art more 
than a month before the House of Lords had 


actually approved the lavish £650,000 redec- 
oration of his Westminster apartments. The 
new fixtures and finings are faroouslv to in- 
clude handmade wallpaper at £300 a roll, silk 
curtains at £20,000 and a £3,000 Pugin-style 
lavatoiy which critics have dubbed “Lord 
Irvine’s Throne". Such is the level of media 
interest in the renovations that a 24-hour se- 
curity guard has now been placed on the apart- 
ments. This follows a complaint from one of 
the contractors that a journalist offered him 
a bribe to gain access. 

“Lady Irvine and 1 have had a lifetime’s 
interest in fine art,” Lord Irvine wrote in his 
lelter. and there is general agreement that his 
wife would have influenced his choice of art- 
works. And why not? Home-makers every- 
where will be familiar with such a scenario, 
although perhaps not on such a grand scale. 
(“I know you like the Augustus John, darling, 
but I really do prefer the Landseer." “But dar- 
ling, we’ve already got three Landseers. What 
about a Piranesi?”) 

The couple are known to Gt their Euro- 
pean holidays round the major art exhibitions 
and arc keen collectors. “I envy the Medicis 
their taste and the sensible use of their great 
wealth in accumulating these treasures," Lord 
Irvine told The Independent last April. His own 
great wealth, earned as one of London's 
most successful commercial QCs, has been put 
to use buying the impressive collections to be 
found at the bvine home in West Hampstead 
and their rural retreat in Argyllshire. Paintings 
by Sickert. Stanley Spencer. Sir Matthew 
Smith and Paul Nash adorn the walls, as well 
as a considerable number of works by Scot- 
tish artists. One dealer has commented that 
the couple “always drive a hard bargain". Lady 
Irvine is said to sell many of the paintings they 
acquire, constantly refining the collection. As 
well as her MA. which she took as a mature 
student 10 years ago, she has a degree in ait 
from Glasgow University. The couple make 
“a fantastic team", according to an art -deal- 
er friend. “He is very intuitive, the way he as- 
sesses pictures. Alison is both intuitive and 
trained. But he always buys within his means.” 



Tim Hulse Brush with fame: The art-loving Lord and Lady Irvine, known to drive a hard bargain Photograph: Mark Rmnades 


WHO WAS PUGIN? 

The name of Pugin has become inextrica- 
bly (inked with that of Lord Irvine. Pugin 
was the architect who oversaw the re- 
buOding of the Palace of Westminster af- 
ter a fire In the mid- 19th century and the 
Loitl Chancellor* apartments are being 
restored in his original style. Bom in 1812, 
Pugin equated good design with high 
moral standards and led a campaign for 
the Gothic style, which he considered to 
be an expression of a just and Christian 
society in contrast to the social ills of 
19th-century industrialism. He was mainly 
responsible for the Victorian Gothic Re- 
vival and was a considerable influence on 
John Ruskln. 

THE MAN LEFT BEHIND 
“He Jias never got over losing his 
children, it was a terrible blow,” a 
close friend says of Donald Dewar, 
Who was left behind in Glasgow with 
only his books for company when his 
wife took their two children and 
went off with the then Derry Irvine 
in the earty Seventies. Dewar has 
never remarried and is generally re- 
garded as something of a lonely fig- 
ure. He never goes on holiday. “If 

you haven’t r ' lirfr* ' ' 
got anyone to Y-jm*. '• 
go on holiday 
with, what’s 
the point in 
going?” he said 
recently, 
somewhat 
poignantly. He 
has been 
known to 
refuse dinner 
invitations on 

Christmas Day, preferring to stay at 
home with a good book and a plate 
of fish fingers. Such behaviour tends 
to bring out a mothering instinct in 
women. “They worry about him 
eating properly and remembering 
to get his hair cut,” says a female 
friend. 

THE FIRST WIFE 

Margaret Irvine moved to Canada in 1976. 
She lives alone in a hamlet 40 miles from 
Toronto, where she teaches children with 
special educational needs. Still bitter 
about the break-up of her marriage, she 
said recently. “I haven’t spoken to my ex- 
husband since I left Britain. I’ve cut all 
that out of my Rfe. I had to put him be- 
hind me. After the way he behaved. I 
wouldn’t want to stay in touch with him. 

It still upsets me." 

SOME FASCINATING FACTS 
Lord Irvine is the Government’s top 
earner, with a salary of £142^08, 
which is £40,000 more than Tony 
Blair. Twenty years ago, he became 
the country’s youngest QC at the 
age of 37. 



Waterstone wins his 
books empire back 


By Paul McCann 

Media Correspondent 

THE MAN who revolutionised 
Britain's book stores was back 
in charge of his Waierstone's 
chain yesterday after a long- 
forecast three-way £5 00m deal 
also pul Dillons and HMV 
record shops into his control. 

Tun Waterstone. who start- 
ed book selling with a £10,000 
j»an from his father-in-law, has 
tanned a joint venture with elec- 
tronics and leisure giant EMI 
and bought his old Yterersione's 
chain back from WH Smith. He 
sold 31 Waterstone’s stores in 
1989 for £42m - a deal which 
netted him a £9ro profit. 

As chairman of the new 
company, HMV Media, he will 
now control 106 Waterstone s 
shops which last year madea 
£20m profit on a £200m 
turnover. He mil also try to a P~ 
ply his tonch to the HMV mu- 
sic stores and Dillons book 
shops which come with the 

EMI part of the deal- 

Electronics and recording 

giant EMI has been trying to pull 

out of retailing for some time to 
. concentrate on the recording in- 



Waterstone: Back in charge Photograph: Andrew Bu unran 


dustry. It has now effectively ced- 
ed control to Waterstone and his 
private company. Advent 
The new company will com- 
pete with WH Smith as one of 
the country’s biggest book and 
record retailers. The irony is 
that so much of Mr Water- 
stone's career has been inter- 
twined with the WH Smith 
empire. He joined WH Smith 
1973 and was fired in 1981 af- 


in 


ter he set up an American op- 
eration that lost money- When 


he left his boss told him: “I sup- 
pose we’d prefer it if you didn’t 
open a chain of book shops." 

In fact, he used his redun- 
dancy money to open book 
shops that were much bigger 
than any seen in Britain before. 
They had a spacious feel that en- 
couraged customers to linger 
and come back. His was one of 
the archetypal Eighties entre- 
preneurial success stories, but 
unlike the founders of Next and 
the Sock Shop the bubble did 


not burst and he sold a heavily 
indebted chain to WH Smith 
just before interest rates rose. 

Last year, he founded a chil- 
dren’s store, the Daisy and Tom 
children's shop in Kensington, 
west London, which he plans to 
float on the stock market. In 
keeping with the book shops, the 
children’s venture is named af- 
ter his three-year-old daughter 
and his business partner’s son. 

In a fiendishly complex deal, 
EMI bought %tersl one’s from 
WH Smith for £300m then sold 
it, its 78 Dillons stores and 271 
HMV stores to the joint venture 
it created with Tim ^bterstone 
for £5 00m. The City welcomed 
the deal by marking up EMI 
shares by 15p and WH Smith 
shares by 5p after the news 
broke. EMI said there would only 
be a small n umber of book shop 
closures because of the merger; 
regulatory approval wilJ be need- 
ed for the deal to go through. 

The Dillons stores that form 
the deal are likely to be re-brand- 
ed as Vfeterstone’s and the whole 
company will be floated on the 
stock exchange in a few years. 

“Rival bid* for W a tersto n es 
page 20 


Aggrieved City bankers tell all on net 


By Lea P a ter s on 

DISGRUNTLED City bankets 
a new way to complain abo ^ 

Uteirpayieques.^thcj’^^ 
a colleague or drown their n foU _ ^ 
glass of champagne or two. ^ 
now open their he ^ f |^North London 

Two entrepreneurs at 

have set up a website ^ 

1 .ndon's highly paiJ 

■he major draw of the si w 
hoard where 

their views ot » ut J*' * eir bonuses. The 
most important of all insight into the 
site provides a ftscioa j^ong. 
surreal world of -Warburg’s 

Take yesterday stop cjIy ^ 


Whrburg. a leading investment bank. The 
bank told staff this week that some payouts 
would be lower than normal after last yearis 
turmoil in South-East Asia. Many staff will 
receive bonuses of “only” a couple of thou- 
sand of pounds, which prompted bankers 
,o flood the website with f 

-There was initially disbelief, followed 
by anger, and. finally a feeling of having 
Sen shabbily treated", say contributors to 
the website. "Until yesterday I was bav- 
in* sleepless nights hying to deade whether 
I wouJdbuy a BMW Z 3 or a Porsche Box- 
rerwitfr my boons. Now I’m off out to buy. 
a mountain bike”, complained one ^hiburg 

i -Miehi as well work at Me- 
Donald's”, added another. Yet another 
advocated direct acdon: “Banks are 
tndng to break the high-payntg culturem 

Sust-y “J 051 U,e start - 1116 


only way to counter it is to show W&rburgs 
how destructive it is by large numbers of 
us leaving as soon as the bonuses are paid". 

The site is not only used by bankers 
peeved by the size of their pay cheques. It 
has also provided comfort to employees at 
UBS, a top City bank, which recently an- 
nounced it was going to make hundreds, 
if not thousands, of staff redundant fol- 
lowing a meiger with SBC Warburg. The 
bulletin board is plastered with comments 
from UBS staff who are concerned about 
their future, concerned about their pay, or 
just plain fed up. “If I go and look for a 
new job now, my bonus will be effectively 
cancelled", complained one member erf 
staff. “I think those of us coming from the 
old UBS are going to be less well-paid than 
our counterparts at Warburgs”, moaned an- 
other. 
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How’s this for speed? On average. Green Flag reach you in just 35 minutes! 
in fact we're so confident of our service that if we don't reach you within the hour, 
you can claim £10 back. 

How's this far cost? Cover starts from only £29.50* per annum, and if you join 
today we'll give you a free M&S gift voucher worth £5. 

That's faster and cheaper than the AA and RAC. They can’t beat us. So join us. 

POST TODAY- NO STAMP NEEDED 

GREEN FLAG. Freepost. Leeds. West Yorkshire LSV9 iGF Please send me Further information about GREEN FLAG. 
Name I Mr/ Mrs /Miss /Ms) Address 



http://www.greenflag.co.uk 

1 1 Prti w *!*!!- jg.gfo 29.2 « rtfrnfwd tem aatemtr mimCkiwii aiiKlremuirn 

ttPtfcgp quoted are tof cmiWmcw pq>ww« mfftom Cor* I^amd bolw*3l/l/B7 are tuBwa lo on oOdiUjnd feu ol CIS 


£» Ct 





r 


THE independent 

THURSDAY 26 FEBRUARY 1998 


4/NEWS 


Allow right to 
roam or else, 
landowners told 


By Nicholas Schoon 

E nvironm ent Correspondent 

EVERYONE will gain the right 
to roam over the open coun- 
tryside of England and Wales, 
the Government said yesterday. 
If rural landowners do not 
come up with credible propos- 
als to allow access to ramblers, 
then minis ters will introduce 
legislation to compel them. 

A long-awaited consultation 
paper says the right to roam win 
cover nearly 5,000 square miles 
of mountain, moor, heath, 
down and open commons - 
about a tenth of the land area 
of England and Wales. 

The Government has given 
the National Farmers’ Union, 
the Country Landowners' As- 
sociation and the Moorland 
Association a three-month con- 
sultation period in which to 
come up with voluntary pro- 
posals for opening up their es- 
tates to the public with a 
network of new paths and 
free-to-roam areas. 

It will then weigh these plans 
up, and if what is on offer does 
not go far enough, then new ac- 
cess laws would be drawn up, 
said Environment Minister 


Michael Meacher. “Our ob- 
jectives are non-negotiable,” 
he told a press conference. Hie 
major landowner organisations 
would have to give guarantees 
on the quantity, quality and per- 
manence of the new access 
they were allowing to ramblers. 
They would not be paid any 
compensation, although there 
might be some funding for car 
parks and marking paths. 

But Mr Meacher insisted he 
wanted people to be able to 
wander freely across open land- 
scapes, even if most people 
preferred staying on a footpath. 

“The countryside is won- 
derfully refreshing and reviving 
to the spirit," he said. In a small, 
crowded island “people do have 
a right to enjoy the wonderful 
legacy of our countryside, pro- 
vided they do so responsibly" 

The document does not cov- 
er Scotland, which has different 
trespass and access laws and 
where there is a traditional 
right to roam - although ram- 
blers fear it is being eroded 

People south of the border 
will not be given the right to 
roam through crop fields, 
woods and enclosed grazing 
meadows. The Government has 


. also not yet decided whether 
they will be allowed to take their 
dogs with them. 

Yesterday, Mr Meacher was 
doubtful on whether any vol- 
untary agreement could be ad- 
equate. He said he had visited 
Ranmore Common near Dork- 
ing, Surrey, at the weekend 
where a landowner had re- 
cently revoked a right to roam 
which dated back to 1929. 
Warning notices have gone up. 

“That’s a challenge for those 
gmnps ar g uin g far th e v oluntar y 
way," he said He questioned 
how the Country Landowners’ 
Association could ensure all its 
members complied with any 
agreement 

But the Association was de- 
lighted with yesterday’s docu- 
ment. “We're really glad they 
included the voluntary option, 
and we're confident our mem- 
bers can deliver." said spokes- 
woman Anne Marshall 

Kate Ashbrook, chair of the 
L22J3Q0 member Ramblers' As- 
sociation, was also encouraged 
but said legislation to enforce the 
right to roam was essential. 
“The landowners are bound to 
say they can deliver voluntarily; 
we're quite dear that they can't." 



Sign of the times: Stephen Goodwin crossing the moors on the Duke of Westminster’s Abbeystead Estate in Lancashire Photograph: Tom Pllston 

How I trespassed on the duke’s forbidden moors 


By Stephen Goodwin 

Heritage Correspondent 

ROTTEN HILL and Johnny 
Pye's Gough lop are wind- 
blown features on a vast tract 
of heather moorland one of the 
richest men in Britain wants to 
keep strictly private. 

They are not the most 
shapely of Hills and it is hardly 
likely that ramblers' boots will 
erode scars across them even if 


a “right to roam” is granted. Yet 
the fell tops beckoned. 

As the Government was un- 
veiling its cautious approach to 
achieving public access to some 
four million acres. The Indepen- 
dent was advance testing the 
right to roam in the Forest of 
Bowland in Lancashire.Despite 
its name, this is open moorland, 
hone of grouse and birds of prey. 

We chose Bowland, and 
specifically the Abbeystead Es- 


tate of the Duke of Westminster, 
because it has been a classic ex- 
ample of “forbidden Britain” for . 
decades. Tom Stephenson, the 
father of the Pennine 'Why who 
died 10 years ago, spent most of 
his life angry about the deaial 
of access in Bowland. 

No bailiffs appeared as we 
walked the moors. We reached 
Grizedale Head and descended 
to Abbeystead on a private track 
beautifully maintained for the 


comfort of grouse shooting par- 
ties. Then we sampled the south 
side of the estate, foDovvxng a ve- 
hicle track before crossing the 
moor towards Johnny Pye's. 

Intimidation rather than 
confrontation seems to be the 
way of Gerald Cavendish 
Grosvenor, the sixth duke. I 
know of no part of upland 
Britain where the “Private” 
signs are so thick on the ground. 

The 46-year old duke has 


bankrolled the Countryside 
Movement, set up to defend 
hunting and country sports and 
to oppose a right to roam, to the 
tune of £lJm. The public has 
gained a boothdd on the estate: 
the duke’s predecessor allowed 
an access strip along the high- 
est ridge over dougha Pike and 
Ward's Stone and this duke 
has added a little more. But at 
least 90 per cent of the estate 
remains barred. 
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MI5 has stopped 
spying on political 
groups, says Straw 


By Fran Abrams 

Political Correspondent 

MI5 HAS reduced its activities 
against subversive political 
groups to a mere “monitoring” 
operation since the end of the 
Cbld War, the Home Secretary, 
Jack Straw, said yesterday. 

Mr Straw also promised 
more openness about the secu- 
rity services, and an announce- 
ment before the summer on how 
they might be opened up to 
greater public scrutiny. 

In a Commons debate, he 
also said he would never allow 
a minister or MP to demand a 
file on him be destroyed. There 
had been reports that Peter 
Mandelson, the Minister With- 
out Portfolio, wanted records of 
his activities in the Young Com- 
munist League removed from 
the archives. 

Mr Straw also suggested that 
security vetting of ministers 
would not have led to disclosure 
of old information from the 
Cold War period because it 
would no longer be “live” and 
would not routinely be consult- 
ed. A file was held on him 
when he was president of the 
National Union of Students be- 
tween 1969 and 1 97], and on the 
Social Security Secretary Har- 
riet Harman when she worked 
for the National Council for 
Civil Liberties in the 1980s. 

Responding to questions 
from Julian Lewis, the Conser- 
vative MP for New Forest East, 
Mr Straw said the security ser- 
vices had a duty to “protect na- 


tional security from actions in- 
tended to overthrow or under- 
mine democracy by political, 
industrial or violent means.” 

“Our Parliamentary democ- 
racy is not currently threat- 
ened by the activities of 
subversive groups. That was 
not always the case, and it was 
particularly not the case during 
the Cold Whr. 

“The limited resources 
which the service actually de- 
votes to counter subversion are 
focused on monitoring so it 
would be able to respond if a 
threat should emerge,” he said. 

Although the nature of the 
security services’ work required 
protection from “the full glare 
of publicity,” he planned to 
look at ways of opening them up 
a little. For example, MPs might 
be told how many files on indi- 
viduals were currently “live." 

Since 1992, files no longer 
needed had been destroyed as 
resources allowed. This process 
had been speeded up recently 
but-there was no question of al- 
lowing ministers to ask for their 
files to be shredded. *Tt would 
be veiy wrong to do so in respect 
of private individuals, it would be 
even more wrong to do so at the 
behest of honourable or right ho- 
nourable members and particu- 
larly for ministers," he said. 

Mr Lewis had complained 
that the destruction of files 
might deprive historians of ma- 
terial, for example relating to 
Nazi sympathiser groups in 
Britain around the time of the 
Second World War. 


Retreat on changes 
to legal aid scheme 


THE beleaguered Lord Chan- 
cellor is expected to signal a sig- 
nificant retreat on changes to 
legal aid when he publishes a 
consultative paper next week, 
writes Anthony Bevins. 

Lord Irvine of Lairg was due 
to have published his proposals 
yesterday, but they were held 
back because they would have 
dashed with announcements 
on acccs to the countryside and 
lifelong learning. 

It had been expected that 
Lord Irvine would propose the 
abolition of legal aid for all civ- 
il damage claims, effectively 
abolishing legal aid and 
replacing it with a “no-win, 
no-fee" system. 

But Labour sources believe 
that controvqtsial plan has been 
watered down, with no-win, 
no-fee restricted initially to 
personal injury claims - with a 
view to seeing how that worked. 

That was being seen at West- 
minster as a device to shelve and 


quietly bury the more radical 
proposals initially favoured by 
the Lord Chancellor. “It means 
goodbye to all that," said one 
Labour source. 

There will be no doubt in the 
mind of Lord Irvine's critics that 
his recent problems over his 
Whitehall “empire bmkfing’’; his 
dashes with other departmen- 
tal ministers, like Jack Straw, the 
Home Secretary; and the 
adverse publicity he has been 
getting over the redcooration of 
his official residence, have all 
weakened his bargaining hand 
over legal aid reform. 

“Deny does not want a great 
fight on his hands at this time." 
said one friend last night. 

“He does not want to be por- 
trayed as the man who took 
legal aid away from poor peo- 
ple, spending it all on his wall- 
paper instead." 

Lord Irvine's consultation 
paper will also include propos- 
als to accelerate civil actions. 


Two hurt in 
bomb blast 

TWO postal workers were 
injured yesterday when a let- 
ter-bomb exploded In 
Belfast’s main Royal Mail 
sorting office. 

Another two were treat- 
ed for shock after a package 
went off in the returned mail 
department in the Tbmb 
Street premises half a mile 
from the city centre. 

The two injured men 
were not believed to have 
been seriously hurt by what 
police called a small explo- 
sion. One took the main 
force of the blast as he han- 
dled it He was injured in the 
chest and arm. 

Estate sues 

A multi-million pound action 
for damages is to be 
launched over the death of 
Chelsea Football Qubs vice- 
chairman, Matthew Harding, 
in a helicopter crash. 

The civil action for com- 
pensation was announced 
within minutes of an inquest 
jury returning a verdict of 
accidental death on Mr 
Harding, 42, and four oth- 
er men who died in the 
when the helicopter crashed 
on farmland in Cheshire. 

David Cooper, a lawyer 
who represents Mr Hard- 
ing's estate, said that claims 
would be made against a 
number of unnamed parties. 

Royal return 

PRINCESS Margaret was 
due to arrive home today 
firm Barbados where she has 
been having tests after suf- 
fering a stroke on Monday. 

A Buckingham Palace 
spokesman said the Princess 
was continuing to make 
“steady progress" follow- 
ing the mild stroke which 
struck while she was holi- 
daying with friends on the 
vacation island of Musiiquc. 

Radio waves 

THE man who revamped 
Radio 1 by sacking old DJs 
and first bringing in and 
then losing Chris Evans is 
giving up day-to-day control 
of the station. Matthew 
Bannister remains in over- 
all controller of the BBC’s 
national radio stations, but 
his Radio 1 deputy, Andy 
Parfitt. is to become con- 
troller of the network. 

Homes soar 

THE strength of the hous- 
ing market in 1997 was re- 
veafed 1 in figures from the 
Land Registry which showed 

. P™* 5 ln ‘he autumn 9 
nine per cent up on 19%. 
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Watson- Smyth 

IT *J S ; *™ on “"l surprised no one 
least of aU the women. For the second 

r^r.'n uf “ rl ' WU ' y - ‘ he Matylebone 
Cricket Gub bas voted to exclude them 

Despite ibefaclthai members voted in 
favour of changing the rule, the *5 7 per 
cent vote fell short of the two-thirds ma- 
jority required and the ban win stay - at 
least for the time being. 

But do women care? The number of or- 
ganisations for them has mushroomed in 
recent years and women in almost every 
field can join their own exclusive clubs. * 

They can do their own networking 
without having to feel excluded from whis- 
pered conversations over a glass of port in 
the old boys’ dub and most are agreed that 
they have no desire to join a group of men 
in a fusty oak-panelled room for idle con- 
versation. 

Linda Christmas, deputy chair of 
Women in Journalism, said women in 
many professions bad fell the need lo sei 
up their own clubs to combat inequality in 
the workplace hut once the organisation was 
up and running, women were much heller 
at achieving their aims than men. 

“The perception of men’s dubs is rather 


stolid and women’s ; : ->ns tend to 

be younger and more vi~. ahe said. 

“It can be very frustrating to keep 
banging your head against the wall trying 
to gel anywhere in the old boys’ club and 
ultimately it is a waste of energy. 

“Bui when women get together they are 
much more effident than men who tend 
to sit and Lalk about things and then expect 
s»ime mythical person lo go and do it ah. 

“In a women’s dub they will dedde what 
they want lo achieve and go out and do it. 
Women arc far more inclusive.” 

This is a view echoed by the Secretary 
of the University Women’s Gub, who is a 
man. 

John Robson, who has run the dub for 
almost five years hut is not a member and 
has no rights, said women were much more 
friendly. 

“Years ago I ran a men’s dub and it was 
very different.” he said. 

“The members here are much more 
friendly and approachable. 

“There is also a lot more going on than 
in the average men’s club where they might 
have one game of backgammon a year and 
spend the rest of the lime fermenting in the 
bar. There is no doubt that women are more 
purposeful. 





Exclusive retreat: Elizabeth Parsons, a former chairwoman, relaxing at the University Women's Club In Mayfair, central London Photograph: Nicola Kurtz 


“Although our club is a retreat and 
we like members to think of it as 
their London home, we also organise 
events and the committee is working to 
encourage young people in music and paint- 
ing. 

“But they use the dub to network as well 
as to relax.” 

Jo Darbyshire. president of the Sorop- 


timisis, a philanthropic organisation for pro- 
fessional women, said the organisation was 
used not only to network but also for so- 
dal occasions. 

“Our members meet twice a month and 
there is a lot of networking but I feel it is 
much purer than when a group of men get 
together in a club,” she said. 

“Women are much more capable of sup- 


porting each other than men and I 
think they work together for the good of 
everyone and not just for personal 
advantage.” 

But Ylva French, the managing direc- 
tor of Women in Communications, which 
operates as an umbrella organisation for 
several women’s clubs, said it was proof of 
the continuing inequality that such organ- 


isations were needed. “There is still a 
need for solidarity among women and 
that is why there are so many dubs,” she 
said. 

“They were set up as a reaction against 
the number of men’s clubs but also because 
women wanted to achieve something while 
having a good time and the men just want 
to have a good time." 


How employers can 
, help mothers 


By Glenda Cooper 

Social Aitairs Correspondent 

WOMEN say they would he 
more likely to take up full-time 
work if employers paid for part 
of their childcare costs, ac- 
cording to a new MORI poll 
due to be published today. 

Almost half of women 
polled but particularly young 
women from low income fam- 
ilies said they would be en- 
couraged to swap part-time for 
full-time work if they were giv- 
en help. 

The poll conducted for the 
Kids’ Gub Network and Child- 
care Vouchers Ltd (CCV) also 
$ said that the main benefits to 
’ employers would he lower ab- 
senteeism and increased loyal- 
ty to their work. 

Last week. The Independent 
launched its campaign for tax al- 
lowances for working women 
urging the Chancellor lo invest 
in tiie future by making quali- 
ty childcare more affordable. 

The MORI poll of 445 
women found that at the mo- 
ment relatives or friends are the 
main providers of both out-of- 
school care and childcare dur- 
ing working hours. Childmin- 
ders are used predominantly by 
^professional full-time workers 
“in the south of England. 
Around one in ten women use 
nurseries, while a tiny minori- 
ty (4 per cent ) have access to af- 
ter-school clubs. 

Only a quarter of working 
women have taken annual leave 
to be at home or go on holiday 
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with children during school hol- 
idays and one in seven pay child- 
minders during the holidays. 

Nearly a third of women said 
that they would have increased 
legally towards their employees 
if they were given help - with 
the feeling being greatest 
among full-time middle-class 
working women with high in- 
comesTOne in ten women said 
that help would attract and re- 
tain high-calibre female staff. 

Today, the CCV and Kids’ 
Club Network will launch a 
voucher scheme, an initiative 
which enables employers to 
contribute directly to working 
parents’ out-of-school childcare 
and holiday childcare costs. The 
“School’s Out Voucher” aims to 
cover around 50 per cent of av- 


erage costs. The employer 
would pass the voucher on to 
their employee who would be 
able to redeem it at a KCN dub. 

The launch will be attended 
by Alan Howarth, the minister 
with responsibility for co-ordi- 
nating the Government's na- 
tional chQdcare strategy. 

“The MORI/CCV research 
shows the Government’s com- 
mitment lo increase the num- 
ber of out of school places is on 
the right trade," said Sue Har- 
vey, managing director of CCV 
“Importantly it also highlights 
the fact that those families 
most likely to benefit from the 
extra places - families who are 
unable to pay childminders or 
nannies -wil] not be able to take 
them up as they cannot afford 
the costs, and rely on the gen- 
erosity of relatives and friends.” 

Cary Cooper, professor of 
organisational psychology at 
University of Manchester In- 
stitute of Science and Technol- 
ogy, said: “With two out of every 
three families now working, 
families’ affordable childcare 
provision is an absolute neces- 
sity to avoid the stresses and 
strains of balancing the 
home/work dilemma. 

“Quring school time the 
problems are minimised but the 
real pressures occur in the pe- 
riods before and after school and 
in particular during the school 
holidays. This type of scheme is 
an absolute necessity not only for 
the increasing number of work- 
ing families but also for the over- 
all success of UK pic.” 


Supporters rally to the cause 
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HUNDREDS of people have 

contacted Vie Independent to 
lend their support to the cam- 
paign. They include. 

Helen Wffldn^on. Demos; Shew 
Kittingen Womens 
rerprii & Thunii* 

Karnlesh Bahl. Equal Oppo££ 

muni tv Prxnnoocn- and Heal 

Northolf. Alison Poof r. Lee 

and UzCopeman: Mina 

ic* MeBssa Staler. Dr 

bu. Ihmrr&ity of 

HaktoX POnelope 

Magdalena teW" 

drew Smith, Secreiaiy. Scottish ung 

Liberal Democrats- ^ ^-niorb- 
Kaie Moore; Kate Ro>«- 

brariao, GuMtaU School o 

Unwin; .Am Deviia: & ' VlL Ajnand3 
ham Giles: C Euan Dwh«- 
Jones, conference P»***r PfCSl on. 
Conferences Lid : ■ aLdn ^ 1 p,iar 
London; Tessa W ^ 
Garcia Pastor. Julie 

Cull Garland fw* 

JoDenbun.Debi.Anpd 

Fiona lium 

Can deland. Manchester 

University. J ““ a . . , ie Bien- 

S todpnx Jans J Sco , U md; 

mn University Lihran ,q L 

Rachel O'NeilL ^^^ Jane g 

Rniley; Valery 



Kamtesh Bahl, of the Equal 
Opportunities Commission 

Li, saward: Sarah and Mark Butt ; An- 
McNamara: Adrian and Sharon 
^ I ^in.fectnrerOdbrd 

“SU Worker. KcnK CUre 
McGKnn. Nc*<rasilc: Nikki Clan>le. 

Iters, London; Audrey 
■ ■ Isvnc Roscoe. W.-* Susses: 

S'T’ptorei-Dahrejoe-. PbiXU Sul ' 

Z- Broken Fin; 

T' - iniaL London: Deborah Tun- 
^VR^don. anistmaZaba, 

"STS-* J " 


College, Cambridge (retired senior 
member); Elizabeth Adams: Jo Blafcey; 
K Ridealgh; Jan and Bob Melodic. 
Romford; Erika Wfctson, coordinator 
Alistair Suiting; Elaine Nielsen; E 
Had; Helen McGhee. 

Jinnie and Atannah Moore; Andrea 
Bradley, Mflirai Keynes; Dr Anna Wis- 
lon. chairman Royal College of Gen- 
eral Practitioners. Wessex Faculty; 
Rachel While, Learningim Spa; Alicia 
Carroll, London; S Peter, L eami n gton 
Spa; Maureen Sterling, Kiddernrin- 
Sicr. H Fn gfrth. u riHtfnha a: Lad Rus- 
sell; M F Saysefl, Bournemouth; G & 
BLiDey, Sloke-oo-Thait; Carolyn Dob- 
son. Malvern: Caro) Wa lions, Yeovil: 
Karen WOde, L o n don. 

Jane Bryson. Northumberland; 
Julie Hawkins, Basingstoke; J Grego- 
ry, p jminghnin- Christina Redmond, 
London; Harriet Kunbed. Guddfonfe 
Wendy Duthie. Hayte; Allcgra Vblen- 
line. London; Ann M Jackson, Neil 
Jackson, Sheffield; Carol Holmes, 
Leeds; 

Dr Joan Draper, Coventry. Sally N 
Mills, Haywards Heath; Sarah Jeniin- 
son, Bristol; Anne LongBeld. Kids’ 

Oub Network; Pre-School Learning Al- 
liance; Sarah Aslan, London; Gillian 
Ward, Surrey; Emma Thorpe, Surrey. 
E E dt Man os, Tonbridge; Julia 
WaSanB. Surrey. Catherine A Hobson. 
Canteitxny; Uada Socnoais: 

FHussdbnry. Cheshire: Hyacinth Mor- 
ris; Debbie Bocae. Nottingham; Yvonne 
Stevens; AnnTbwaile, Norfolk; Tracry 
Kieman. 
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Aldermaston link 

to child cancer 


SA 





fcy Charles Arthur 

Science Editor . 

UNUSUALLY high numbers of 
childhood leukaemia cases near nu- 
clear establishments such as Harwell 
and the Aldermaston weapons base 
in Berkshire could be caused by ra- 
dioactive dust particles in the <dr,an 

independent scientist has suggested. 

This would account for the anom- 
aly between the apparently high 

numbers of the cancer, and data from 

monitors, which suggest that radia- 
tion levels for the area are below the 
national average. 

Dr Chris Busby, acting for me 
European Committee on Radiation 
Risk, says in a new paper submitted 
to medical journals that a detailed 
analysis of incidences of leukaemia 
cases within the Newbury ward of 
Berkshire suggests that plutonium 
particles could be suspended m the 
air by electrostatic action. 

The suggestion comes as the De- 


partment of Health is finalising an 
urgent investigation, due to be pub- . 
Ushed next month, investigating ra- 
dioactMty levels in the Newbury area. 
The independent Committee on 
Medical Aspects of Radiation in 
the Environment (Comare) carried 
out a study for the department after 
claims of leukaemia clusters there. 

The worries in the area first sur- 
faced 10 yeare ago wheQ a local doc- 
tor's study of leukaemia incidence 
showed that the only common factor 
was proximity to the Aldeonarston 
Atomic Weapons Establishment. 

Since then they have been fuelled 
by repeated claims that there was a 
nuclear accident at the Greenham 
Common airbase more than 35 years 
ago, and that AWE Aldermaston and 
the Royal Ordnance factory in 
Bmghfield have continually released 
both liquid and gaseous radioactive- 
pollutants into the atmosphere. 

Because radioactive plutonium 
particles tend to become negatively 


charged, because they throw off pos- 

-■ -i nr (WlWniT 


they would be repelled from the 
ground (which is Largely negativdy- 
charged) and driven into the air, which 
generally has a positive charge, sug- 
gests Dr Busby. Such particles might 
also be repelled from monitoring 
equipment, as it would be earthed. 

However, people could still 
breathe in the particles, which would 
then lead to them receiving com- 
paratively hig h internal doses. Such 
internal radiation doses are believed 
to lead to leukaemia in offspring- 

Dr Busby says that mortality data 

1971 shows that seven key wards 

near AWE Aldennaston have had 50 
per cent more cases of leu k ae mi a — 
16 instead of 9 - than national sta- 
tistics would suggest However, oth 
er scientists have disputed this. The 
National Radiological Protection 
Board declined to comment specif- 
ically on Dr Busby's work ahead of 
the publication of Comare's work. 






% 


A 










lijUPCr 


,y - • 



> -* 






Photograph: Nigd Bennett 






THERE'S NO BETTER VALUE 


— ld ’ ** — — | S up erW oman 

quits — and takes 
her men with her 






















An Oxford contemporary of s 
City superwoman Nicola Hor- 
lick has become the latest r 
woman to cause a headhunting v 

scandal a 

Sarah Grunewald, who is } 
possibly the only woman head- l 
ing a corporate finance team 

outside London, was ordered to 1 
clear her desk at NatWest Mar- : 

kets last Friday when she an- 
nounced she was quitting to join 
rivals Arthur Andersen. 

The decision by Mrs 
Grunewald and her four-man 
team - who in traditional high 
finance fashion are going with 
her - meant NatWest Markets 
was forced to close its Leeds 
office and look after its clients 
from Manchester. 

Mis Grunewald began her 
career in corporate' finance 14 
years ago and despite taking 
time off to have three children. 

aged one to five, is now reported 

to earn in the £l 00 , 000 -a-year 
bracket. She more than doubled 
her number of clients during her 
time at NatWest and took over 
as director of corporate finance 
I 16 months ago. 

I She is now sitting out her 
contract at home before start- 
ing her new job at the end of 
March, and was refusing to 
comment yesterday. But, earli- 
er, she told the Daily Mail: 


foremen, am. 

mother. Combining horae 

work means l am always 

and always guilty - «M®y * 
you are not giving enough time 

to everything." 

Michael Beverley, her new 
boss at Arthur Andersen s 
northern regional office, said; $ 
-1 don’t think there are many 
women doing what she does. 
Like Nicola Horlick, she is a 

very capable lady." 

Her work involves advising 
the management of companies 
on how to go public and mat- 
ters such as flotations, takeover 
bids and rights issues. 

But one Ci ty insider said few 
women survived in this market 
for long because the companies 
demanded 24-hour-a-day at- 
tention which made combining 

work with family difficult 

1 Mrs Grunewald’s husband, 
Richard, a consultant neurolo- 
1 gist prepares breakfast for 
: Harriet Five, Max. three, and 

r Zoe, one. after she has depait- 

: cd for work from their home in 
the Peak District at 6.45am. 
r Mother-or-five N icola Hor- 
lick was earning Elm a year 
if when, aged 35. she was sacked 
o by Morgan Grenfell because it 
i- suspected she was about to 
l: take her team to a rival bank. 
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Stars come out for Serpentine relaunch 


By David Lister 

f lews Editor 

a »ending one »f the 
gbcncsi nights of the year in the 
visual arts were told of the im- 

toT'^ of ^ ,nJefvnd ™'* 

yesterday! 6 ^ 

v„ 1 ]f e J e ' 0penins,,f lhc f«no- 
u S d ^.pentme Gallon/ in 
Hyde Park. London, was at- 
tended by celebrities ranging 
from European royalty uhe 
crown princes of Greece and Yu- 
goslavia! to style queens PaJoma 

V* 3 ®?* Mary 0uam a nd Zan- 
dra Rhodes to comedians Har- 
ry Enfield and Jennifer Saunders 
and rock star Bryan Ferry. 

The Serpentine has always 
been one of the most fashion- 
able as well as one of the most 
radical of an galleries. Its pa- 
trons numbered Diana. Princess 
of Wales. And its radical nature 
was highlighted in its reopening 
exhibition by the Italian anisL 
the late Piero Manzoni. who of- 
ferings included cans of his own 
excremeDt and lumps of cotton. 

But a focus of last night was 
our campaign for the Chancel- 
lor to gram tax relief on all 
contributions to the arts. 

Id a speech before welcom- 
ing her guests, Julia Peyton- 


SAVE ^ 

THE '&) 
ARTS n \ 


Jones, director of the Serpentine, 
said: “I am delighted that we 
have been successful in raising 
the money we needed. But I also 
want to support th e Independent 
campaign. Any help that we or 
organisations like us can have to 
raise money for the arts is ab- 
solutely critical.” 

The gallery has had a £4m 
facelift, with National Lottery 
money paying for three quarters 
of the work. Ironically, the for- 
mer tea rooms still lack any- 
where for visitors to have a cup 
of tea or any other refresh- 
ments, hut Lord Palumbo, 
chairman of Lhe gallery said this 
would be rectified in the future. 

He added: “There is a won- 
derful paradox about this build- 
ing - to find a lea room in a 
royal park and to turn it into a 
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Warning: Merda d’artista by Hanzoni is at the Serpentine 

Is it art? Or simply 
expensive excrement? 


THE GREAT the good and the 
glitzy at the Serpentine last 
nighi viewed an exhibition 
which contained two display 
cabinets showing cans of the late 
Piero Manzoni's excrement, 
writes David Lister. 

He produced Menia d'artisui 
[Artists slut) in 19M at the height 
of the economic boom of post- 
war Italy as a signed and num- 
bered edition of yO that were 
weighed and sold for the equiv- 
alent of the current market rate 
of gold. Their labels describe the 


contents as 30g of lhe artist’s ex- 
crement. “naturally presented". 

Germano Celant, the cura- 
tor of last night's exhibition, 
said: “The cans of Merda 
d'artisui offer a frank criticism 
of how works of art are turned 
into desirable objects of special 
meaning and value. The cans 
are not meant to be opened 
and their true content remains 
the object of conjecture." 

However, the content is no 
longer a matter of conjecture. 
One of the cans has leaked. 
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gallery for contemporary art at 
the cutting edge is a very curi- 
ous juxtaposi t ion. 

Architect John Miller said it 
had been difficult to preserve 
the character of the building but 
also incorporate new features, 
ineluding an education studio. 
“It was a battle we had. It was 
often quite vigorous." he said. 

Among Manzoni's works on 
show were mounted tufts of 
cotton and a collection of eggs 
with the artist's thumbprint 
upon them, and a scries of 
straight Lines which he printed 
on paper then rolled up and 
sealed in tubes with labels de- 
tailing the exact length of each 
line. Germano Celant, curator 
of contemporary an at New 
York's Guggenheim Museum, 
chose lhe pieces which have 
been included at the gallery. 

He said Manzuni formed 
part of a trinity of artists who 
depict the body whose work can 
be seen in London at the mo- 
ment, along with painter Fran- 
cis Bacon and the fashion 



Art- in <iu> narlr Inli.-i Pfivton-iones. director of the Serpentine Gallery, which reopened yesterday after refurbishment 


Photograph: Rui Xavier 
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Only EPSON has a unique Piezo Crystal print head 
which guarantees pin sharp prints every time. 
This gives EPSON a distinct edge when it 
comes to producing high quality photo and text 
print outs. 

In feet EPSON Photo Reproduction Quality is so 
good it gives you prints which rival those 
produced by high street developers. And if your 
prints look good, imagine what your other 
documents will look like. 

m 

EPSON PhotoEnhance mode will automatically 
adjust brightness, exposure and contrast 
leaving you with truly superb results. You'll even 
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(Vl.O) photo editing software, which means you 
can manipulate your photos at the touch of a 
button, even remove red eye. And of course it’s 
Windows and Apple Mac compatible. 

We'll even throw in a sample paper pack to help 
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Blair says 1 
no U-turn 
on lone 

parents 

sertion, had been timed to co- 

By Fran Abrams inrite wiffi an appearamre by 

jV^Corn^ondf^ Strict Hannan and the wel- 

. u »thr> fare reform m inis ter Frank 
TONY BLAIR denied that the before the Social Secun- 

Govemmexit bad 6aae a i U Qunminee. 

over lone parent benefits y J ^ Duncan Smith, the 

terday after reports that me ative social security 

budget would bring relief to the . ^ -There was a 

poorest families. briefing which was dearly m- 

ChaUeoged about tended to get Harriet off 0* 

bv William Hague, the Con ^ ^ chancellor’s 

servative leader, he claimed fgiving Harriet some ku- 

the reports were untrue. because he owes her that 

-W e are not backsliding^ because ^ carrying the can 

those stories are wrong, be aw. M|a _ w 

“There is no U-turn, lhe ^ David Rendel, the Liberal 

be no change m those re^ : Dem0crat social Security 

lions on lone-parent benefits^ SpokesinaIli said the news of the 

there was a Strong . . M Iu> mAlmme 


Damon Albarn bemoans Blair’s champafne lu 



lions on - 

However, there was a strong 
feeling in Conservative rente 

thatsfcories in the 
Financial Tones bad been plant- 
ed in order to afford Harriet 
Harman an easier ride at an 
MPs’ committee bearing yes- 

tet The articles claimed the 
forthcoming budget would 
compensate for the recent cut 
in lone parents* benefits by 

. > - -- MQinnAnK tO till 


Democrat social 
Spokesman, sad the news of the 
cUmbdown would be welcome 

if true. . 

-1 am particularly concerned 

that the changes should notm- 
crease the problems of the 
poverty trap, he said. 

Later, Jack Straw, the Home 
Secretary, said in a speech to a 
Labour “Welfare Roadshow” m 
Derby that the Government 
wanted to switch a significant 
r „I una-llth awav 


compcua-.w ,w. wanted to swuen a 

in lone parents tenefite by of ^<**1 wealth away 

giving extra * al ^ ^ public 

Joor families with c»a 

In addition to repla^^- governments have 

3y Credit with a new forking ^ j^p a proper 

Fhmflies’ Tax Credit t^Gov- SL in the welfare state be- 

ernmenl would also worase ^ bene fits and ser- 

paymentsfor children of paren Under the Conservatives, 

on benefits. . benefits were allowed to 

Mr Hague suggested that “^“rtnrfaod overtake 
the Government was Hymg to ^ proportion of 

pr Jtc >wn left wme, which services vr- 


“ h:)ohnV ~ 

United in pnrte*. Den.cn Afcam (Wt) and Ken living ^ ^ 

Hss s S SEasa , 

Sent grants and introduce tomon fees- nut,™ _ • _ Ci*^| §T 

Brotherly conflict may sink 

. . uj^nfManr Britain by a majority of its _ off the streets, the greater P , , ^ ta iks woi 



mr niigut, .»>*&& . of control ana uvciuuu- 

the Government was byu« jp JJLfog* as a proportion of 

buy off itsownleftwmg, which 

has objected strongly to the ate. gpvcrament spent 

“You know you can have the * £44bo on social secu- 

^ rt ° f "TS rity^^anmereaseof 
this issue, so on this issue wny y he ad ded. 

don’t you stop trying to govern pe ^p, spending 

the Labour Party and stmt by on* 35^ 

governing the country. cenU f rom £28bn to £38bn. He 

asked. . . . ^i-d f or a new consensus for 

There were suspiaotethat ^ promised it would 

sSSSSk 


By Barrie Clement 

Labour Editor 

BRITAIN’S only Marxist dai- 
ly newspaper is in tamneut 
danger of closure after its Com- 
munist journalists walked out 
on indefinite strike yesterday m 
protest at the allegedly au- 
thoritarian attitude of their 
■ . 


union row and even the inter- 
vention of Arthur ScargjU. 

What makes this a particu- 
larly vicious political soap 
op«a, apart from the invotaj- 

ment of Communists on both 

.« nf T*Vr- 


thoritanan auuuw - — 

Communist managers. 

The fratricidal conflict at the 

Morning Star has all the hall- 
marks of a traditional capital- 
ist industrial dispute, 
allegations of rank injustice, ac- 
cusations of “gross industrial 

misconduct", involvement of 

highly paid lawyers, an mter- 


soual animosity wuui ~ 
the offices of the Star at Hack- 
ney, east London. 

The journalists, who earn 

flOJMOayear in return for their 

dedication to the labour move- 
ment, have walked out because 

John Haylett, their effitor,tos 

been suspended for disc^Jnmy 

reasons and his deputy, Martm 
Corrie, appointed temporarily 

in his place. Mr Come happens 


to be the son-in-law of Mary 
Rosser, the paper’s chief exec- 
utive, which adds the allegation 
of nepotism to the rich ma of 

charge and counter-charge. 

Ms Rosser accuses the de- 
posed editor of “gross industrial 
Ssconduct", which, according 
to Mr Haylett’s supporters, is 
reference to his use of the 
Star’s computer system for po- 
litical purposes, an unremark- 
able activity for a Communist, 
it is said. A sub-text to a mul- 
ti-layered argument is that 
Mike Hicks, Ms Rosseris tau* 

band, was recently voted out of 
his position as general secretary 

of the Communist Party of 


Britain by a majority of its rul- 
ing committee, which included 
Comrade Haylett. 

Since the collapse of Com- 
munism the fragility of the 
Star's finances has entered an 
even more delicate phase. For 

60 years after the paper wtees- 

tablished on 1 January 1930 - 
it was called the Daily Worker 

until April 1966 - it vras heav- 
ily subsidised by the Commu- 

nist bloc. Since the collapse of 

the Berlin YVhU it hasbeen sup- 
ported for the notf P* *7 
block sales to unions hkeUm- 
son and the Transport &Gen- 
eraL Circulation has dechned 

from 120,000 to about 6,500. 


grays out ^ 

the likelihood of bankrupt- 
standing in the wings. acco "" 

mg to the Star yesterday morn- 
ing, is Arthur ScargHL president 
of the National Union of 
Mineworkers and leader of the 
Socialist Labour Party-^PP^: 
ently the Communist Party ot 
Britain, which effectively con- 
trols the Star, has been m talks 
with Mr Scaigfll about the posr 
ability of his party IjWJt 

Management of the paper 
and the National Union of 
Journalists were last night 
locked in discussions at the 
Acas conciliation service in an 


-? 5 ascSE 




scribed the charged against Mr 
Haylett as “trumped up • 

Not all trade unronists at Uie 
oaper offered the journalists 
their unswerving solidarity. 
Leaders of the GPMU pnnt 
workers’ union claim they have 
not befln property consulted 
and that the NUJ is involved in 
a rather esoteric dispute which 
could mean the loss of their 
members’ jobs. 
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Official: stress makes us 


. _ v and biscuit tin 

turn to the chocolate 

vour children, or the car ra , weSte d there is a bio ^ instant fee Ung 


f Jeremy Laurance 

earth Editor 


PRESS makes us eat sweets, 
sycbologists have found that 
^respond to the daily! aassles 

f modem 

tie biscuit tin and the chocolate 

iaI rather than the brown nee 

ind green salad. 


A study of 40 psychiatric 
nurses and teachera who kept 

a diary of domestic rows, car 
breakdowns and problems at 
work found that such incidents 
ted to consumption of more 
Seet foods, high-fat fast-foods 

'"'professor Andrew Steptoe, 
of St George’s Hospital Med- 


ical School in London who 
conducted the study, published 
in the British Journal of Health 
Psychology, said the finding 
-Imm.umI tKot mmi minor dav -to- 


day stresses could alter eatmg 
an<i d rinking patterns with po- 
tential long-term consequences 
for health. 

“We have known that 


perative to obtain an energy 

boost. ... 

Professor Steptoe said, m 
some situations, such as when 
you know you are going to 

have to work long hours, you 

u^fedlteneedtotopupyom 
An individual's nesne re. “^^toshouTd be nec- 

emary after you hav e had a row 


major events such as divorce, 
bereavement, or doing exams 
can have an effect. But we 
didn't know until new that com- 
mon problems of work stress 
and domestic conflict^couM 

induce similar changes." • 
An individual’s desire for 

. rVMlln 


with your children, or the ear 
^^Thomeorwo^ 

w iokso they stop fora^ 

„ on the way home, or open 
another packet of biscuits. 

But there was also the w 

fort factor. Professor Steptoe 

said. 


■«r?S£ 

suggeSW fi^e?to the neuro- 
process lmk«i » , 1 ^ 

chemistry f foods 

^Tbe”^ ‘end to * 


guilt- It ® tc cheer our- 
sword- ^I^jocoiate maybe 

effective uj w® ® - Professor 
notinthelong^ ri 

Steptoe said. 
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By Judith Judd 

Education Editor 


aipem «teft En^and sponsorship ' 


pjjODOgraph: Nicola Kurtt 


11 of <he s-pv..- 

KJtod^Ts “iainsbury as official sponsor 

C S «<•— a2*S TSnSSX^ 


By R°sa^“ 

THE Sainsbury supermarket 
chain yesterday launched itself 
as the Official England Super- 
market for World Cup 98. It 

joins, among others m the of- 
ficial" ranks: Ariel Automatic, 


Ibe official detergent; BP. the of- 
ficial fuel; Carisberg. the offi- 
cial lager and Snickers, the 

official chocolate bar. 

Sainsbury revealed its plans 
for Three lions products ana 
“half-time meal solutions - de- 
signed to be cooked in 15 mm- 


utes during the half-time breaks 
in matches. As sponsors of the 
England team, Sainsbury and 
the other companies have access 

to the “players’ pool of the 

England squad, who, for a tee. 


•David Seaman, the England 

goalkeeper, recentiy posedwitn 

a petrol pump for BE and Rio 
and Les Ferdinand have ap- 
peared in adverts for Cannon 
Sure Shot, the official camera. 
Thftre is no hierarchy m the 



mittee made up of Alan Shear- 
er ibny Adams, Stuart Pierce 
and David Seaman. Whatever 
is earned by the players is put 

into the pool and shared out 

Green Hag, the car break- 
down company- which sign^ 

a £4ro. four-year, dealwithtte 

Football Association in - 
is the official. Official Sponsors 
of the England Tfeam. 11 B ^ 
only company entitled to put ib 

logoonthepUyers’ttamu^lnt 

Meanwhile, Sainsbury, 
Coca-Cola, Ariel Automatic, 
Cannon, Carisberg, Umbro, 
Snickers and BP are associate 

^Aiter the public frenzy of 


Euro ‘96 companies regard 
sponsorship as worthwhfle In 
return they get tl* right to 

dass products as “official and 

can sport the three lionsfogo on 

packaging, opening up vast mar- 
keting opportunities. 

Mark Teny, a spokesman tor 

Chrtsberg,said-Bydetotmn 

^drinkers tend to befootbaU 

fans and this is an ideal way to 

reach our target audience of to 

to 24-year-old men." 

Jonathan Pearson, of Green- 
flag, whose contract expires after 
the World Cup, said: “It’s been 
a superb deal for us ... we have 
raised our profile enormously 
with our target audience. 


ONE MILLION people 
^ rereive f 150 towards ed- 
ucation or training as part ot 

Government plans to promote 

Lifelong learning. 

And a new “learning di- 
rect" hotline will offer advices 
callers on courses on anything 
&om basket weaving to brain 

SUr Ttaaim is to improve the 
drill* of Britain’s workforce so 

that they match those of oth 

countries. . ^ . . 

But critics argue that the 

money on offer is derisory and 

that tittle extra training will 
take place unless employers are 
compelled by law to spend part 
of their pay bill on irainmg- 
Proposals outlined m yester- 
day’s Green Paper promisem- 

dmdual learning accounts which 
might be targeted first at women 

returning to work after having 
children, single parents, the un- 
employed and workers venting 

to update their basic skills, 
iwb anil be asked to add 


sssrasu--- 

Pr °jAnands,^ndrec. 

~lt£Z?3SZ 

77 b independent 
should be compelled by h* 

5^*RZS 

^LS^^opportunities 

abl ShRon Dealing, author of 
advice to the Government on 

both post- 16 and higher edu- 
cation^ the Government s 
heart was in the right place but 
the £150 accounts “will not buy 

WU Md Stephen DorreU. the 
Tory education spokesman. saick 
“The Government talks of up t 


L Hassle 
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WHAT £150 WILL 

BUY YOU 


I Woman takes charge 
of toughest criminals 


By Jason Bennotto 

Cnrne OXTesp^ent- 


In an ideal world you will always 
be there for your family. But should 
the worst happen, wouki they be 


iiuiv w 
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be surprised to 
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financial future. 
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you coukl be sure 
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future is secure. 
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A FORMER marketing exec- 
utive has a demanding new job 
- being locked in jail with some 
of Britain’s most danfi c ™^ 
criminals. Sarah SeWcy. 32, a 

psychologist, wfll be !£" 

Sales at a new unit m Buck- 
inghamshire that include the 
armed robber Claries Bronson 
and kidnapper and kitier 
Michael Sams. 

Mrs Selvey, who to w 
month-old triplets, wfll be on 
her own with the prisoners in a 
consulting room during ihcra- 
^S.^eonlyst-cunty 
vriflbean officer monitoring Ihc 

interview through a S^ d °P r - 
Despite the prospect of dealing 
i with highly violent and disrup- 
I tive prisoners, she is u “ dau 
ed. “ W: arc aware of looking for 
early warning signs and agita- 

feel any more at risk with them 
than with a normal prisoners 
mectmga stranger in n pub. you 
have to be wary, because some 
of them have taken people 



imoate wen 

People wfll be asked to add 
amintaumofEiSlo^f^ 
counts and employes 

be asked to contribute. Minister 

are considering whether to of- 
fer tax incentives to encourage 
mployers to invest in training. 

Everyone with an account, 
which ministers intend to be- 
come as commonplace as a 
*ank account, will have a smart 
card detailing their education- 
al qualifications and the mon- 
ey they have accumulated. 

^ David Blunkeit, the Secre- 
tary of State for Education, said 
that future workers would rwed 
to constantly update foem skffis 
because there would bc no 
such thing as a job for Ufc- 
Thirty-five learning centres 

in shopping malls, homing » 
tales and a football chib areal- 
ready piloting the idea. 1 he 
centres offer advice about 
courses and learning materials 

in places near where pcopk. "e, 

work and shop. They also offer 

one-to-one tuition. 


f-Jrl 


Tfi 


WhaTthe A75 (£150 pius £25 
contribution) Individual learning 
account would buy: 

Adv^e-day intensive course on the 

Internet ^ 

An eig)it-v»e«k course on account* 

for small businesses tAL 

One yearti evwHng dass on accounts 

to A-level 

Five-week intensive legal and 
secretarial course 075 

A da/s first aid training 050 

one million learning accounts 
but these are to be funded by 
stealing £150m from the Train- 
ing and Enterprise Councils." 

Mr Blunkeit defended the 
decision not to compel em- 
ployers to contribute to ac- 
counts. “They currently 
contribute £l0.5bn towards 
training their employees. What 
we have to do is to encourage 
employers, individuals and the 
Government to work together, 
each playing their part in equip- 
ping the country for tomorrow." 
Education*, the Eye 
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Sarah Selvey: On her own 

with violent criminals 

hostage and they do have the 
potential for violence- But be- 
cause of that you have to look 
at what triggered that- • 

The inmates will be inter 
viewed for about one hour per 
week by Mrs SeWcy, who will he 
conducting psychometric Jests 
lo determine a prisoner s level 
of psychopathy and impulse 
control Her assessment will tic 
used to influence whether pris- 
oners are placed in harsher or 
more lenient regimes as part ot 

their treatment. 


Dearing says universities 
urgently need £1 bn extra 

UNIVERSITIES need more 
money quickly if Britain is to re- 
main competitive. Sir Ron Dear- 
ing, author of the government 

review of higher education, said 

yesterday, writes Judith Judd. 

. Ministers backed Lhe findings 
of Sir Ron’s inquire into higher 
education but said that univer- 
sities vrould have to wail until the 
summer for their response to his 
■ call for an extra £lbn. 

In his inquiry report pub- 
lished last July Sir Ron said that 
an extra £350m was needed this 
year and a further £565m next. 

So far the Government has of- 
fered £165m this year. 

Sir Ron said the money was 

needed partly to renew re- , n 

search equipment and laboru- modern enterprises both large 
tones. He said yesterday: and small.” 


“Unless there is a strong re- 
sponse by the Government, a 
major national asset will be se- 
verely damaged. The capital 
backlog for the sciences is mea- 
sured in terms of hundreds of 
millions." 

The report also said that 
money was needed to help pay 
for extra students. 

Sir Ron said that the end of 
the limit on funded places for 
students was a welcome first 
step. “But it is only a first step. 
Britain must never again fall be- 
hind competitor nations as it did 
iri the Eighties. To remain com- 
petitive over the next five years 
there is a clear need for more 
diplomats and graduates 
modern •mipmricoc i»,i. 
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Prostate gland drug ‘not worth taking 

, ■«- . i .inc, ,h., rw ik. f. ... _r ■ 


-■ C3/DJ07 . 

QUOTING THE Ktru*^ amantar mi 'LMUU& rot I Ref.cvnim 

an . — - 


Genieral 


RESEARCHERS have found 

works a^rnst a con- 

dition suffered by one in three 

Sddi^ dmen ' Bul «i ,s 

worth Shg. ^ 

^Thc Story of finasteride, a 
rime for prostate problems 
aStfMW the difficulty o 

iScntbworthwh.le. 


All men over 511 have an en- 
larged pnwtate gland and in 35 
per cent it will become severe 
enough w cause symptoms such 
as difficulty in urinating and 
bladder infections. Some have 
to undergo surgery to remove 
the gland and the operation is 
now the second most common 

in the age group. 

The drug finasteride cun 


shrink the gland and ease the 
symptoms, but its long-term 
effect was unknown. A study 
conducted in 95 centres in the 
Untied States and Canada pub- 
lished in the New England Jour- 
nal of Medicine shows that 
among 3.000 men treated with 
finasteride over four years the 
number needing surgery to deal 
with their pmhlems was halved. 


On the face of itadraraat- 
ic effect. But m an editorial Dr 

^.^ofthcDartmoum 
Medical School in Hanover, 
New Hampshire, says: “Treat 

mem with finasteride., mavh^ 

for most men^th 

allhough there was a hatvineof 
those needing surgery, lhe 8 “ 
duclion in nsk was small 











11 / 1 T) tT T f"' N. T the independent 

11/ rwrvXlvjrlN THURSDAY 26 February ms 


E ONE 


gPJ ALL 

|tyy 

lltD: 


plewoo 
||pHe following 
; package: 

^direct: 

^^money 
^y feeluciing 

dual ^fp s'nrid power 


free buying: 
^including 
g Umber plates 
'orVths road tax. 


3 yoar/60,C),0 0 miic f rce 
servicipg'indj u d i ng parts 
- a^d^^^u r: ’ 

3 year/6d.OOO mile 



r y c o n s i v e warranty. 
3 yea’r|!Daewoo Total A A 


6 year. anti-co rrosion 
warranty. 


Free courtesy car 
whenever yours is in for 
a service. 

Our three new car 

j ranges are priced from 

! £8,795 to £14,995. 

Call 0800 666 222. 


PEACE OF MIND 

AS STANDARD? 



South Korea ditches 
‘Asian values' mantra 



On song: The pop star Michael Jackson being greeted by schoolboys in Seoul yesterday at the inauguration of 
Kim Dae Jung, the first South Korean leader drawn from opposition ranks Photograph; Reuters 


KIM DAE JUNG was inaugu- 
rated as President of South 
Korea yesterday and began his 
leadership with a speech re- 
jecting the so-called “Asian val- 
ues" that give economic growth 
priority over democracy and hu- 
man rights. 

More than 40,000 spectators, 
including retired heads of state 
and the singer Michael Jackson, 
attended the ceremony held in 
front of Seoul's National As- 
sembly building. Doves were re- 
leased into a warm winter sky, 
drums were beaten and a 21-gun 
salute was fired at the first in- 
auguration of a South Korean 
leader drawn from the ranks of 
the opposition parties. 

After the ceremony, mud 
which had been brought in 
from the different provinces of 
South Korea was used to plant 
a "free of reconciliation", and 
a carnival procession of floats, 
dancers, musicians and vegeta- 
bles paraded through the streets 
of Seoul. For all the festive 
arrangements, Mr Kim was 
frank about the “stupefying sit- 
uation" facing his new govern- 
ment and the economic 
suffering that lies ahead. 

“We are faced with a crisis 


New president warns about economic 
crises, and sets out to woo the North, 
writes Richard Lloyd Parry in Seoul 


which could bankrupt our coun- 
try,” the President warned. 

“Consumer prices and un- 
employment will rise this year. 
Incomes will drop and an in- 
creasing number of companies 
will go bankrupt- All of us are 
being asked to shed sweat and 
tears". 

Since the currency turmoil 
first hit East Asia last summer, 
the South Korean won has lost 
half of its value, forcing the clo- 
sure of thousands of companies 
and a humiliating appeal for a 
$60bn (£38bn) bail-out from the 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF). 

But unlike Indonesia, the 
other big victim of the crisis in 
Asia, the situation in South 
Korea has stabilised this year, 
thanks in part to Mr Kim’s re- 
assuring pledges to abide by the 
terms of the IMF agreement 
and not blunt its stipulations as 
a result of domestic pressure 
from trade unions and big busi- 


ness. “Democracy and the mar- 
ket economy are two sides of a 
coin or two wheels of a cart: if 
they were separated we could 
never succeed," Mr Kim said, 
in an implicit rebuke to such 
leaders as Indonesia's President 
Suharto, who wield authoritar- 
ian power and suppress politi- 
cal opponents in the name of 
“Asian values". 

“Every nation that has em- 
braced both democracy and a 
market economy has been suc- 
cessful Nations ... that have re- 
jected democracy and accepted 
only a market economy have 
ended up suffering disastrous 
setbacks". 

Mr Kim’s half-hour speech, 
outlining the plans of his “gov- 
ernment of the people", con- 
tained a check-list of the grave 
problems facing South Korea 
which, less than a year ago, 
ranked as the world's llih- 
largest economy. He promised 
to decentralise government, at- 


tract more foreign investment, 
and reform South Korea's huge 
conglomerates. It is their thirk 
for expansion at the expense of 
consolidation which is thought 
to have contributed to the coun- 
try's economic plight. Mr Kim 
promised few specific mea- 
sures, but opinion polls suggest 
the public has high hopes for 
hon, after the moribund and dis- 
credited leadership of his pre- 
decessor, Kim Young Sam. 

One subject on which the 
new President did make de- 
tailed proposals was North Ko- 
rea, and the painful division 
which has existed on the penin- 
sula since the end of the Kore- 
an Vfer in 1953. 

Mr Kim proposed an ex- 
change of envoys between Seoul 
and the North Korean capital, 
Pyongyang, and said he was 
ready to hold a summit meet- 
ing at any time. 

“The 'Cold-War style North- 
South relations which for more 
than half a century have not al- 
lowed members of separated 
families to find out even 
whether their own parents and 
brothers and sisters were alive 
or dead ... must end as soon as 
possible," he said. 


A final triumph against all odds 


THE MOST striking image in 
Seoul yesterday came at the be- 
ginning of the inauguration, 
when Kim Dae Jung, the new 
president, was greeting guests. 
There were former Japanese 
prime ministers, an ex-president 
of the Philippines, a retired Ger- 
man chancellor, the financier 
George Soros, and Michael 
Jackson. And there, framed by 
the huge screen above the stage, 
were two other beads, one bald 
and bespectacled, the other 
long and lugubrious. 

They belonged to the former 
presidents Chun Doo Hwan 
and Rob Tae Woo, among the 
most famous and most loathed 
in South Korea. The last time 
they were seen together like this 
was in court where, hands tied, 
they were sentenced to prison 
for.murder and treason. Now 
, they were chatting amiably with 
the new president, a man whose 
death they once plotted. 

South Korean politics has al- 



Mr Kim: Suffered jail, exile, 
abduction and a death plot 


ways been subject to brutal 
about-turns. Presidents can be 
turned into convicts and then 
turned back Into respected pub- 
lic figures. Yesterday the world 
witnessed another of these 
swings, when Mr Kim, a former 
dissident and political prisoner, 


became president. After al- 
most 40 years in opposition, be 
comes to power at his country’s 
most difficult period since the 
1950-53 Korean War. But he is 
already showing he has the 
quality that so many SouLh Ko- 
rean politicians lack, whether 
they are mihtaty dictators or de- 
mocrats, which is the ability to 
compromise and forgive. 

The progress of DJ, as he is 
known, follows that of the 
South Korean democracy 
movement as a whole, a bumpy, 
fractious, but finally triumphant 
rise to power. He grew up in 
Cholla, the poor south-western 
province, and was elected to the 
National Assembly in 1961. 

A Catholic with, in the words 
of one writer, "a martyr’s fa- 
talistic certainty that what he is 
doing is right", Mr Kim spent 
six years in prison and 10 years 
in exile under the military dic- 
tators who ruled until 1987. In 
1973 he was kidnapped by the 


South Korean version of the 
CIA, which planned to drown 
him. In 1980 he was condemned 
death after a show trial. Both 
times, only US intervention 
saved him. 

Before his victory in De- 
cember he had lost three pres- 
idential elections, usually owing 
to vote-rigging by the govern- 
ment but once because of divi- 
sions within the democracy 
movement. 

His most bitter fall-out was 
with bis former friend, the out- 
going president, Kim Young 
Sam, who became almost as im- 
placable a foe as his other per- 
secutors. But in the two month 
since his election, he has shown 
a knack for reconciliation. As 
president-in-waiting be has bro- 
kered an agreement on lay-offs 
between unions and employers, 
as well as approving the release 
from jail of the two men who 
□early brought his career to an 
end once and for alL 



Indonesia fires rage out of control 


THE SMOG which blighted 
large areas of South-East Asia 
last year is returning to parts 
of Malaysia as forest fires bum 
out of control on Indonesian 
territory in the islands of Bor- 
neo and Sumatra, writes 
Richard Uoyd Parry. 

At a meeting of South-East 
Asian environment ministers 
yesterday the Malaysian rep- 
resentative reported a reap- 


pearance of the haze in Sabah 
and Sarawak, in the Malaysian 
part of Borneo. Last year the 
smog caused lung problems, 
drove away tourists and con- 
' iributed to fatal accidents in 
Indonesia, Malaysia. Singa- 
pore, Brunei, Thailand and the 
Philippines. A report pub- 
lished yesterday said the haze 
caused '$1.4bn (£875m) of 
damage, Slbn of it in Indone- 


sia, and $300m in Malaysia, 
most of it as a result of dam- 
age to health and lost tourism 
and industrial production. 
About 1,000 forest fires are 
burning in Kalimantan, the 
Indonesian portion of Bor- 
neo, and they have killed or put 
to flight endangered species 
such as orang-utans and pro- 
boscis monkeys. 

Last year’s problem 


strained generally harmonious 
relations between Indonesia 
and its neighbours. Yesterday, 
the Singaporean Straits Times, 
a mouthpiece for the govern- 
ment, said ik) excuses would be 
accepted this time. 

“What is at stake new is ... 
Indonesia’s reputation as a 
nation that can be relied on to 
fulfil its international com- 
mitments.” 
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Grammys 
turn sour 
for the 
Big Apple 


FOR DAYS, New York has 
been, in glorious— and 
gloriously fatuous - Grammy- 
m ode as the talented, the sexy 
and the ageing of the 
recording world have tripped 
into town for the music 
awards held at the Radio City 

Music Hall last night, writes 

David Usborne in NewTfork. 

For the second year in' a 
row, it is New York, not Los 
Angeles, that is throwing this 
once -a-y ear party. It is 
reckoned that the city 
economy benefits to the tune 
(sorry) of $40m. It would 
seem odd, therefore, that 
NY’s re-elected mayor, 
Rudolph Giuliani, would 
allow the relationship to go 
sour. Odd but true. 

A spat between Mr 
Giuliani and the head of the 
Grammys organisation. 
Michael Greene, has grown 
so bad that most expect the 
ceremony to head track to the 
West Coast next year. 

It began last month, when a 
mayoral aide discovered that 
Mr Giuliani would not be 
reading out the names of the 
award nominees at a press 
conference. She complained 
to Mr Greene, who 
apparently responded with a 
variety of obscenities. 

Mr Greene made a limited 
apology last weekend. 
Unimpressed, Mr Giuliani 
called his words “phony” and 
was not expected at Radio 
I City last night 
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New York Mayor GiularU h unfezed at the pr~pect of do G rammys returning to LA 


Clinton gives Florida a 
taste of his old magic 


By Mary Dejevsky 

m Washington 

IN A visit that was closely scru- 
tinised as a test of his authori- 
ty, President Bill Clinton 
yesterday made his first excur- 
sion into the big wide world out- 
side Washington since the 
Monica Lewinsky affair broke 
five weeks ago. 

The trip, sandwiched be- 
tween briefings on Iraq and a 
planned fund-raising visit to 
Calif ornia, took him to Florida 
to inspect damage from Sun- 
day’s tornados and console vic- 
tims of the state’s most costly 
natural disaster since Hurricane 
Andrew five years ago. 

While Mr Clinton had made 
other fund-raising trips and ac- 
companied the Prime Minister, 
Tbny Blair to a school in the 
Washington suburbs, he had 
been constantly chaperoned 
and kept away from the wider 


public. Yesterday was the first . 
time he had been let loose to do 

what he has always done so weD; 

communicate with ordinary 
Americans, especially Ameri- 
cans in trouble, and “feel their 
pain”. And he did not disap- 
point. 

The Florida trip, with its po- 
tential for dramatic televirion 
pictures of devastation at the 
Ponderosa trailer park, articu- 
late victims already well-re- 
hearsed in telling their stories 
in front of the cameras and 
heart-warming accounts of in- 
dividual heroism and good for- 
tune, was an ideal test ground 
for Mr Clinton's re-emergence. 
In such circumstances, the 
White House must have gam- 
bled, it would somehow be un- 
seemly for reporters to quiz him 
on the exact nature of his rela- 
tionship with a White House 
trainee. The gamble paid off. 

Mr Clinton, who took a he- 


licopter tour of the damaged 

area before alighting for a walk- 
about and money-promising 
address, was in his element. His 
facility as the great communi- 
cator was dearly unimpaired by 
the events of recent weeks - 
which left the question of why 

he, or his advisers, had been so 

wary about his leaving the 
White House. After all, the 
American public had seemed 
entirely sa ng u in e about the al- 
legations a gain st him. 

Whfle^shington politicians 
and the media agonised about 
his credibility as President, his 
approval ratings in the country 
at large soared. The public 
seemed happy to draw a Ime be- 
tween Mr Clinton’s sex life (a 
matter for him, his wife, and the 
“other” woman/women) and 
his performance as president - 
with which they were well 
pleased. 

What all the polls also 


showed however, was dial if Mr 

Clinton did lie about his rela- 
tionship with Ms Lewinsky, or 
put pressure on Ms Lewinsky to 
lie, public approval could fade 
quickly. 

By last week, however, with 
the Iraq crisis reaching its cli- 
max, Mr Clinton’s absence from 
the public arena was starting lo 
be felt. Clinton supporters 
talked wistfully about what 
' might have been if he had led 
the Iraq discussion at Ohio 
State University, rather than the 
lacklustre trio of his Secretary 
of State, Madeleine Albright, 
Defense Secretary William Co- 
hen, and National Security Ad- 
viser Sandy Berger, whose 
performance was widely judged 
as unconvincing. 

The risk of keeping Mr Clin- 
ton out of harm’s way was start- 
ing to seem greater than the risk 
of setting him loose. He had to 
gel back on the road. 
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By Ed O’Loughlin 

m Freetown ______ 

FEARS are growing for th e 
safety of dozens of foreign mis- 
sionaries trapped by the civil 
warfare engulfing Sierra Leone. 

A radio report from the 
northern city of Makeni said the 
rebel force led by the ousted dic- 
tator Johnny Paul Koroma has 
been looting, killing and raping 
civilians. About SO Catholic 
missionaries are said to be 
trapped in Makeni. some from 
European nations including 
Ireland. 

Fr Ercole Marcelli. an Ital- 
ian missionary in radio contact 
with the group, says they have 
gathered in a church building af- 
ter rebels destroyed their mis- 
sions in outlying areas. When 
last contacted they were being 
visited regularly by Revolu- 
tionary United Front (RUF) 
guerrillas. 

A report radioed by a local 
journalist from Makcm said 
the rebel forces - an alliance of 
the former gpvernmeni army 
and the RUF guerrillas- have 
been ordered to make stand at 
Makeni. There have been 
claims of atrocities Every 
night they are going house to 

bouse raping women and young 

cirls," said one report 

There is still no news either 
about the fate of five other 


Catholic missionaries - three 
Spanish - abducted from the 
town of Lunsar by the RUF 10 
days ago. Twenty-two other 
missionaries escaped on foot at 
night and walked 60 miles to 
safety. 

Two doctors from the 
French medical charily 
Mcdccins Sans Frontiercs have 
also been abducted. And eight 
aid workers arc believed to be 
(rapped near the interior capi- 
tal of Bo, where they were as- 
saulted by the RUF 10 days ago. 

Fr Marcelli said Koroma, 
who has been seen in the Mak- 
eni area in recent days, may use 
the Westerners as a bargaining 
chip against the approaching 
forces. With no government or 
diplomatic missions operating 
in Sierra Leone, little can be 
done lo help foreigners trapped 
in rebel-held areas. 

The RUF - a peasant-based t 
insurgency muvcmcnl - has a 
history of committing atrocities 
against civilians. 

Colonel Maxwell Khobc. 
commander of ECOMOG, the 
_ Nigerian-dominated west 
African pcacc-keeping force in 
Sierra Leone, said he is worried 
about the fate of the mission- 
aries. ECOMOG has heli- 
copters at its disposal, hut feels 
any premature attempt to res- 
cue the missionaries may only 
endanger them further. 


Last Georgia hostage is free 

THE LAST United Nations hostage held by gunmen in the 
former Soviet republic of Georgia is free after his captors sur- 
rendered to security troops, a senior official said yesterday. 
A presidential press secretary said about 20 of those holding 
him had been captured but (he group’s leader, Gocha Ese- 
bua, and at least two others had escaped. — Reuters; Tbilisi 

Swiss open legal brothel 

SWITZERLAND’S first legal brothel opened its doors yes- 
terday. Although the 30-room Petite Fleur in the Zurich sub- 
urb of WoDishofcn was only half-full on its first day. manager 
Hans Berchtold said he considered it a success as the estab- 
lishment only started advertising last week. AP Zurich 

Pakistan trade benefits 

A REPORT in Tuesday’s Independent wrongly conveyed the 
impression that European Union foreign ministers had agreed 
to suspend trade benefits for Pakistan following allegation^ 
child slavery. The article ought to have stated that trade unions 
were calling on Urc EU to win,*™ the trade conces™ k 
offers Pakislan M are worth over £2bn a year. The ta 
ternatio nal Co nfederation of Free Trade Unioion Moncfav 
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By Imre Karats 

m EJcnn 

GERHARD Schroder, the 
most popular opposition politi- 
cian in Germany, was last night 
dose to winning the coveted So- 
cial Democrat Party’s nomina- 
tion for Chancellor. 

His selection would deal a se- 
vere blow to Helmut Kohl’s re- 
election prospects. Mr Kohl, 
who is in the 16th year of his 
reign at the head of a coalition 
of Christian Democrats and 
Free Democrats, has trailed 
Mr Schroder in opinion polls for 
two years. 

The governing parties’ elec- 
tion strategy has, however, rest- 
ed on the assumption that the 
Serial Democrats would shun 






Gerhard Schroder: Set to 
challenge Helmut Kohl 

Mr Schroder's brand of centrist 
politics and throw their weight 
behind Oskar Lafontaine, a 
passionate combatant of the old 
school. 

Mr Lafontaine and his friends 
on the party executive recent- 
ly have contrived to belittle Mr 
Schroder's electoral appeal. 
But faced with the prospect of 
a protracted internal struggle, 
the leadership caved in to de- 


mands yesterday for a quick de- 
cision on which of the two men 
should lead them into battle 
against Mr Kohl. The matter 
will be settled next Monday, the 
day after Mr Schroder is ex- 
pected to be endorsed by vot- 
ers of Lower Saxony, the Land 
he has governed for eight years. 

The polls suggest Mr 
Schroder is set to win about 44 
per cent of votes in his region: 
roughly the same as four years 
ago. He will not tig ht for the na- 
tional nomination, he has said, 
if he loses 2 per cent of his share. 

The changing mood in the 
Social Democrat party was ev- 
ident at its traditional Ash 
Wednesday meeting, held in VII- 
shofen, Bavaria. Amid the cus- 
tomary adulation for Mr 
Lafontaine, who delighted del- 
egates with a fiery speech, par- 
ticipants could not disguise 
their yearning for power, rather 
than empty left-wing rhetoric. 
“Lafontaine has always spo- 
ken the truth, but that alone 
cannot help us any more. In an 
election campaign, Schroder is 
better,” said one delegate. 

“You have ensured the next 
Chancellor will be a Social De- 
mocrat,” said Renate Schmidt, a 
member of the parly praesidium 
that will choose the candidate. 
“You must make a simple and 
quick derision on who should sit 
at the front ofthe tandem." 

Mr Lafontaine, who was beat- 
en by Mr Kohl in 1990, has not 
given up, however. He has in- 
dicated that if Mr Schrdder 
gains 2 or 3 per cent in Sunday's 
Lower Saxony elections, he will 
go gracefully. If the result falls 
in the grey zone between Mr 
Schroder's self-imposed trap- 
door and the hurdle erected by 
his rival, then Monday’s meet- 
ing will be a bloody affair. 


Teddy bear bomb is no picnic 


A MAN who hijacked a Turk- 
ish jetliner with a teddy bear he 
said was a bomb is a "psy- 
chopalh” with a drink problem 
who wanted to be on TV, said 
his wife and the police. 

Mehmet Dag, 31, hijacked a 
Turkish Airlines jet with 62 
passengers and five crew aboard 
shortly after take-off Saying the 
teddy bear was loaded with ex- 
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SA police battle 

security guards 




Party time: Revellers taking part in the March Gras Day parade though the streets of New Orleans Photograph: Reuters 


By Mary Braid 

in Johannesburg 

“SECURITY guards figjrti'Uj 
policemen in the streets, sa* 
a Johannesburg office worker 
wryly. “The criminals must be 
rolling about laughing." 

This week, Johannesburg 
has seen its worst street violence 
since the 1994 democratic elec- 
tions as thousands of security 
guards, on all-out national 
strike, have dashed with police. 

Tuesday saw the most violent 
confrontations as thousands of 
guards defied police and again 
took to the streets in support of 
a 12 per cent wage increase. Tfen 
policemen were injured when n- 
oleis met rubber bullets with 
bricks and stones and set vehi- 
cles alight 

Earlier, groups of strikers 
had toured the city centre at- 
tacking guards who were still 
working. One guard, bleeding 
and his uniform in shreds, had 
to seek refuge in a police van. 
The strikers’ tactics were cer- 
tainly violent but with the aver- 


age security guard taking home 
less than £100 a monthjt was 

bard not to sympathise with then- 
complaints that they are risking 
their lives daily for a pittance. 

Yesterday, the strikers agam 
defied police to take to the 
streets for a third day. Officers 
in armoured vehicles prevented 

them from gathering in the 
same huge numbers and body 
searches resulted in 17 guns be- 
ing seized from strikers. This 
time police were ahead of the 
game and there was less violence. 

Bui the strikers - carrying 
placards warning policemen to 
slay away or “there will be civ- 
il war” - will be out in force 
again today after the breakdown 
of negotiations between em- 
ployers and unions last night. 

Few, if any countries, can 
boast a private security business 
as large as South Africa’s; and 
few would want to. In the cur- 
rent crime explosion, the police 
force is stretched to breaking - 
and few, if any, companies are 
without a private security 
presence. 
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plosives, he demanded to be 
flown to Tehran. Three pas- 
sengers overpowered Dag dur- 
ing a refueling stop five hours 
into the ordeal. 

“He is a psychopath," Di- 
yarbakir police chief Gaffar 
Okan said after questioning 
Dag. His wife, Fidan Dag, told 
reporters that he was jobless and 
had a drinking problem. 






30$. 













aSTEVEN SPIELBERG 


yM* * 





ANTHONY HOPKINS 


MATTHEW 1C0NAUGHEY A 

DREAMWORKS PICTURES presents in association with 

NIGEL HAWTHORNE DAVID PAYMER PETE POSTLETHWAlTE JTELLAN S 
-I JOHN WILLIAMS ATMUTH E. CARTER cC MICHAEL KAHN, a.c.e. 
'‘mARICK CARTER TCMTJANUSZ KAMINSKI, a.s.c. H'l WALTER PARKES 
LAURIE MacDONALD ^STEVEN SPIELBERG DEBBIE ALLEN COLIN WILSON 
! 'S DAVID FRANZ 0 NI 1 STEVEN SPIELBERG ^ 

txiEsLjgj' rm y>,. 

DHrlf.M > E — - 1 o'-/' 

vyvv'W. uip.com. 



I'.MTEU 

ISTtRNAHO\AL 

PICTURES 


Dltl ; AMWXtK.Sr 

picrCTiLs 






STARTS TOMORROW AT CINEMAS EVERYWHERE 




the independent 

THUR5DAY 26 FEBRUARY 1948 
14 


14/FOREIGN 



Fatalistic Iraqis hone art of survival Rifts open 


Robert Fisk in 

Baghdad sees how 
a suffering nation 
has adapted to 
constant crises 


NOT long after they started op- 
erations in Iraq, the men from 
the Unseam arms inspection 
team arrived at Baghdad Uni' 
versity to check out the science 
department. ‘They asked to 
see the chemistry lab," one of 
the teachers sajs. They walked 
round the place. Then they 
laughed." 

The incident said as much 
about Iraq's collapse as Un- 
scom’s behaviour. What should 
be mighty has become a mock- 
ery of itself. Even Baghdad's 
Museum of Natural Heritage, 
hallway after hallway of Ttis- 
saud-lflu: Iraqis portraying their 
waxen selves as Sumerians, war- 
rior kings and merchants, teach- 
ers and desert families, is laden 
with dust, its jaded figures col- 
lapsed forward as if themselves 
suffering from UN sanctions. 

Scott Ritter and his Unseam 
boys haven't yet checked out the 
museum but Baghdad is alive 
with a story, confirmed by an 
Unseom inspector, of how the 
search team turned up late at 
night to investigate a com- 
pound north of Baghdad. After 
Major Ritter had hammered on 
the door, it was opened by 
some sleepy but startled nuns. 
Unfazed, Maj Ritter spent an 
hour in the convent cemetery, 
prowling through the darkness 
with a metal detector. 

Iraq is full of such eccentric- 
ities. At the AI-Meiad restaurant 
in Baghdad's central 28 April 
Complex, that date marking 
the truly unforgettable moment 
of Saddam Hussein's birth in 
1937, clients can eat the finest 
sliced chicken, chips, chickpea 
sauce, sliced tomatoes and hot 
fresh Arab bread for £4 - a 
trrcmth’ssalary for an Iraqi civ- 
il servant. So the clientele are 
Iraqi businessmen, out-of-town 
fanners and bored intelligence 
officets. A very young Doris Day 
crackles over the loudspeaker 
as the occasional beggar child 
presses his nose to the window. 
“Que sera sera," she sings. 
“Whatever will be will be -the 


Gunning for Saddam: HMS Nottingham being kept shipshape in Kuwait after patrolling the Guff to enforce the embargo on Iraq Photograph: Reuters 


fijture's not ours to see ” But 
how can Iraqis contemplate 
the future when they have to live 
by selling their last possessions 
in the Soukb Mi dan? 

There must have been a hun- 
dred ill-kempt men and a few 
women standing in the drizzle 
there yesterday, below the pale 
blue cupola of the Jama'a al- 
Qushla mosque. At their feet lay 
the most pitiable things on dis- 
play: rusting bath fittings arid old 
car parts, tom shoes, moth-eat- 
en rugs, used shirts, second- 
hand socks and a broken 
television set lying forlornly in 
a puddle. A woman in a soiled 
black chador covering looked up 
at us. Her name was Leila, she 


said. “Our money is worthless 
- only God can helps us.” 
Sohad, the middle-class wife 
of a former diplomat whose 
home overlooks the banks of the 
great brown greasy Tigris river, 
still h as money. She too doesn’t 
think of the future, although the 
tape over her living-room win- 
dows suggests she has thought 
about the next few weeks and 
months. “In the 1991 raids, all 
the glass came in, so I put this 
up about a week ago when we 
expected the bombings to start. 
Now Fro going to leave it there 
for awhile. Whatever will hap- 
pen, let it happen ... We’ve 
learned to' take these things 
calmfy. These are filing we can- 


not control" Sohad is 83; and 
a long stay in India taught her 
the Hindu virtue of sublime pa- 
tience. “If we can't get proper 
medicine, we will go bade to old 
medicine. I had a knee problem. 
This friend of ours produced a 
medicine for me from an old 
herbal formula that the Chinese 
invented 2,000 yeais ago' and I 
drank a cup of it every jamm- 
ing. Now ray knee is better.'’ 
Sohad's sister is 85. “We five 
from day to day, from hour to 
hour,” she says. *T am not in 
control, so why bother about it? 
Now I just want to have a 
flower in my life, a flower from 
our garden, to lotik at during die 
day." 


In the hall of their old home 
is aqiread of sepia photographs 
of TUrkish grandfathers, some 
in the tunics of the Ottoman 
army. This is how we get our 
strength," Sohad says. 

“It comes from our Arab 
and Georgian and Kurdish and 
TUrkishprigms-" 

Astonishing is the only word 
to d<^cribe thegripwhich Iraqis 
have.kept over. their sanity. A 
fenaalfe gynaecologist works 
part-time in a cafe to maintain 
her standard of firing. She has 
already sold her family silver 
and carl 

“Before the war I travelled a 
lot I went to Lebanon and Hoi-' 
land and Germany. I could 


travel now but I want to stay 
here, because this is my coun- 
try and I love it so much. 1 could 
live nowhere else.” 

Is this some form of fatalism, 
f ask myself as f hear the same 
story, over and over again - on 
my own, unaccompanied by 
government minders and 
spooks? Take the old lady who 
had sold almost alt her Baccarat 
glasses. 

“I bought these glasses an my 
first visit to Paris in 1947,” she 
told us. “Now I needed the 
money, so {said ‘tobfillwithif 
-we had it for a^^tthme mid ! 
.enjoyed, iti so OeLoLga For 
peanuts'! sold iLl love only a 
jug and a carafe left" 


at UN over 
Baghdad deal 


By David Usborne 

in New York 


JUST one day after Kofi Annan, 
the United Nations Secretary- 
General, was accorded a hero’s 
welcome in New Ybrfc for bro- 
kering a deal with Iraq that 
averted military action in the 
Gdf. diplomatic rifts had sur- 
faced yesterday on how that 


the'Security Council 

Britain and the United States 
are determined that the Coun- 
cil should swiftly adopt a new 
resolution giving legal blessing 
to the so-called memorandum 
of understanding negotiated by 
Mr Annan on his visit to - Bagh- 
dad. Russia and China, at least, 
arc less convinced that any res- 
olution is necessary. 

Even if some text does 
emerge from the Council in the 
new few days, as still seems like- 
ly, the debate on what it should 
contain is likely m be highlyfracs 
tious, diplomats warned yes- 
terday. “We do not expect this 
to be plain sailing,” one said. 

France is expected to resist 
efforts by Britain and the US to 


insdl the «« w, ' th * e ^S 
possible warn mg to Pw™”* 
Saddam Hussein that any vw- 

EKitf the memorandums 
provisions would result m atoffit 

mtivxy strikes would not be ex- 
plicit. they would be implied. 

-We want the message to 
Saddam to be this: if 
out of line on this one, don t ex- 
pect a manuscripted letter of 
Complaint from us. sent on an 

ocean liner taking three weete 

to get to you." one diplomat in 
the US- UK camp explained. 

The memorandum, which 
Mr Annan presented to the Se- 
curity Council on his return 
from Baghdad on 
recommits Iraq to allowing UN 
inspectors to continue their 
task of rooting out weapons of 
maa* destruction in the country. 

At the same time, however, 
it establishes new procedures for 
the inspection of eight sites 
designated as presidential 
palaces. Mr Annan agreed that 
for those sites, the usual 
Unseam inspectors will be ac- 
companied by diplomats from 
foreign embassies in Baghdad. 


‘Le Monde’ slates 
Blair as US poodle 


By John Uch field 

in Paris 


IN A scathing assault on British 
policy during the Iraqi crisis. 
Fiance's most influential news- 
paper yesterday described Tbny 
Blair as “all too happy” to play 
Robin to Bill Clinton's Bat- 
man and to “jump into the 
Batmobile”. 

, Jean-Marie Colorabani, 
editor of be Monde, said in a 
signed front-page editorial that 
the European Union was “en- 
cumbered” by a British Prime 
Minister who forgot that he was 
the current EU Council presi- 
dent in his eagerness to suck up 
to Washington. 

“Despite his proclaimed 


ambition to take over the lead- 
ership of Europe. ] Mr Blair] has 
at the first crisis promptly sunk 
into the traditional British 
mould of auxiliary in the Amer- 
ican info-war. It was as if Biair- 
Robin was all too happy to be 
invited by Clinton- Batman to 
jump into lhc Batmobile.” 
Although a jouni.Jislic view. 
Mr Colombani's tirade is the 
most visibly symptom to date of 
the great irritation felt in France 
at Britain's insistence on back- 
ing ‘tthshington to the hilt in the 
Iraqi crisis. It also represents the 
first serious criticism of Mr 
Blair in the French press, which 
has until now greeted him as a 
refreshing alternative to 
Thatcherism and Majoristn. 
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SMALL CHANGE 


Springtime 


2 for i hotel offer 


0 

INTER-CONTINENTAL 


HOTELS AND RESORTS 


in the 

city 


The Independent and Independent on Sunday have 
joined forces with Inter-Continental Hotels to offer read- 
ers a unique 2 for 1 weekend promotion. Available at a 
selection of hotels in the UK and Europe, rates for these 
special weekends include breakfast for 2 each morning 
and all taxes and service charges. This fantastic 2 for 1 
deal, which represents a SIM saving on the usual weekend 
rates, is available exclusively to Independent readers, and 
is on offer every Friday, Saturday and Sunday from now 
right through until the end of April 1998. 


want to stay and telephone the Inter-Continental Central 
Reservation office on 0181 847 2277. Callers should quote 
The Independent Weekend Promotion' when making their 
booking. On your arrival at the hotel you should present your 
tokens in order to qualify. All bookings are subject to avail- 
ability. 


HOW TO BOOK 

Simply collect 4 out of the 7 tokens we will be printing every 
day until Friday 27th February Choose the dates that you 


EASTER BONUS 

As an extra bonus for Independent readers, these amazino 
weekend rates will be available throughout the Easter period 
at the London and Edinburgh hotels. The 2 for 1 deal (or 4 for 
2 during Easter ) will be on offer for a period of five niohts 
starting from Thursday 9th April right through to Monday ‘ 
13th April inclusive. y 
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With effect from 28 February 1998 the old, larger, heavier 
50 pence coins will be withdrawn from circulation. 



ROYAL 

MINT 


Hold Inter-Conito ratal 
London***** 

Located just off Park Lane, ovtriooidnc; Hyde Park 
Comer Mid Buckingham Pakux Gardens. With 458 
elegantly decora Led bedrooms and suites, a fabu- 
lous French Restaurant, informal codec shop and 
modem health dub and gym, the hotel boosts all 
the services and facilities you would expect from 
one of the capital's premier hoteb. A brand new 
Club Inter -Continental executive Door is being 
launched in March. 

Rate (per room per weekend) £189 

May Fair Intm-Coatiocnui 
London***** 

On Sualloo Street, this five star deluxe hotel is per- 
fect for reaching the Bood Street shops, royal parte, 
theatres ond galleries. 1 1 offers superb accomnio- 
datioa ami bcStics including n stylish, contemporary 
restaurant, Opus 70, popular cafe, traditional pub 
nodsofdiBlKarcdpianubar. Its health club boasts 
a wimming pool, gym. saunas and solarium, 
Raiefpei mom per weekend) £105 

ChnrdiBZ Imer-Coorinratel 

London***** 

In ftuonan Square in the centre of the West End 
with tfae Oxford Street just two minutes walk. Rc- 



Begance and comfort at The George 
Inter-Continental, Edinburgh 


ecnlly renovated in the highest standards, the stun- 
ning Churchill Inter-Coathwmal boasts luxurious 
nawmmodotion, a superb restaurant, Clementines 
and a new Churchill Bar & Cigar Divan. Guests 
have the use of a private tennis court just opposite 
tbebotcL 

Ratefiwr mom per weekend) £189 
The Fa™ in Uotd London 


restaurants and bars include the Gloui 
Deli with ils authentic New York" atm. 
the Kensington Garden Cafe, 

Ratefper it mm per weekend) £12- 

Thc Gran* Intercontinental 

ThK first class hotel occupies a dassi 
BtuUmg dating from Uw | gtb century, 
of the aty. ,ts I9 5 bedrooms arwuL 



Ratcfpcr room per weekend | £f m 
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INDEPENDENT 

independent 
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WT^P^WENTAL 
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TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

TiipartMpaic m tbc otic r you imm cullm 4 tM 
tacnily uutnhetcd tokens bun the wwn mr wH 
print heweea fvfawny 2t .uid frhnuiy 27. 
Tlicsc lukem will h: redeemable at any .-if the 
IwoCiiiTUmMnl and IVirum luich fried ai 1)* 
Indep endent and Independent ua Sundry. AH 
rnrw shnwn are per room per weekend (cou- 
ples (i«r tan nip hill inrimJtng lull English 
hrcaktM and VAT AD httiLuigt dun Ik nude 
thing the Inlcr-Cnrttmau 4 Centra] Revival hm 
l*nc. These spR-iu] weekend rales fi.*r a min>- 
mutn 2 night stay are av ailahlc on Frulij. Sal ■ 
urdBjr and Sunday nights (nm Indav 27 
fithmaij until April 2ft JWJ} (but wlode the 
Easier pcr>aI».iiMted^>ivul. Rato.jfe|»mhle 
mlneuteurreneyaafiiiiHUiiKfuiiciravct This 
iafcr eamu he wed m mirnmetiun mthanviah- 
ur 1 'nmnitirra. AU rcavalaim arc vuhiw m 
aiailataltty. 


including: superb accommodaUn 
“^ronmsennee^ 
cUaiung. ,n room satclliic tvS 

radio. m,nibnr. direct dial tefert 

Plunwmcd by the friendly efflri 
‘ractiorts and places of jnu.r^I!^ 
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They used ploys, 
they used 
artifice, and it 
worked. The 
London Tube 
1 line to the 
Dome is an 
• extravaganza 
of the age. 
Nonie 
Niesewand 
hears how 
architects 
conquered 
? $ official meanness 
to build the 
stations of their 
dreams 
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The biggest, 
the brightest: 
The stations at 
Southwark, top, 
and North 
Greenwich, 

Che stop for the 
Dome 


Photographs: 
David Rose 


Light at the start of the tunnel 


“DON’T worry.” Peter Man- 
delson reassured David Frost on 
his Sunday breakfast show as he 
discussed the Millennium Dome 
and its junior companion Baby 
i iDome. “The Jubilee Line Ex- 
tension will be up and running 
early- next year.” You bet it will. 
The Government’s reputation 
hangs upon it. because it will be . 
the main route to the Dome - 
New Labour’s monument. 

Mr Mandelson's reassur- 
ances were needed because 
construction of the tube route 
is running a year late, because 
of signalling problems. Apart 
from the convenience which the 
new line will bring to those 
working in London Docklands 
{ including the staff of this news- 
paper) by giving them a rapid 
connection to the centre of 
London, it also provides Lon- 
don Underground with an op- 
portunity to prove once more 
that it is a great patron of ar- 
chitecture, just as it was during 
tie heyday of the Thirties. 

Roland Paoletti, who is re- 
sponsible for the station project, 
believes that London Under- 
ground needs to make its mark 


in the 21st century, “more like 
jazz than chamber music". So he 
chose a team of “rigorous struc- 
turalists" to endlessly improvise 
with their designs for 11 stations 
along the route. He believes that 
there should be no discordant 
notes, but no bland corporate 
uniformity either. Even a claus- 
trophobic can handle the big 
wide open spaces he envisages 
with as much natural light 
beamed down. 

Integrity is a word he uses a 
lot and he likes to remind people 
of his Tuscan roots and the un- 
finished Florentine churches 
that he loves. “If I can't afford 
it, I prefer to leave detailing un- 
adorned, unfinished. There’s a 
certain rigour to it.” 

Vigour, robustness, integri- 
ty are qualities he admires. Not 
stylistic flourishes. But drama, 
yes. Paoletti trained as an ar- 
chitect at Manchester with Nor- 
man Foster and worked in 
Venice with Carla Scarpa. Sev- 
en years ago he began the 
search for London based ar- 
chitects- they didn't have to be 
Londoners but they had to use 
the cily infrastructure 



The cily will pour into 
Alsop’s North Greenwich Sta- 
tion if the anticipated 12 mil- 
lion visitors to the Millennium 
Dome do arrive. Roland Pao- 
letti doggedly fought to build 
a really big station here. But 
that was long before the dome 
- and all the traffic it would 
generate - was conceived. 
“You never ever put in an un- 
derground like a heart trans- 


plant after the development 
Build the underground and 
let the city come to it." 

One huge concourse in pale 
concrete makes it the biggest 
underground station in Eu- 
rope. Jaunty blue-tiled columns 
take the eye upwards in this cav- 
ernous space to the silver bel- 
lied roof like a plane fuselage 
hovering high overhead. By 
comparison the tunnel for the 


trains are tiny. These changes 
in scale are as giddying as ad- 
venturing in Wonderland, and 
as reflective as a looking glass, 
which is curious because there 
is no source of natural light Tbe 
ticket office is a skewed steel 
framed window. 

Paoletti’s brief to the archi- 
tectural practices who tendered 
for the job seven years ago was 
to make sure they let engi- 


neering inform their designs. “I 
remind architects when they get 
too pansy about detailing that 
this is a station, not a room. 
There’s a railway running 
through il” 


MacCormac from MacCormac 
Jamieson Prichard built his Ju- 
bilee Line Extension station 


like a dome to beam light down 
12 metres into caverns mea- 
sureless to man. A half conical 
light well which sticks up above 
ground like a ship's funnel 
beams daylight down into the 
sparkling backlit blue glass mez- 
zanine hail designed by Alex 
Tkchenko. Once the computer 
configured just how 600 glass tri- 
angles could clad an elliptical 
oone, the architects invented a 
spidergrip-lite system of fingers 
to hold the glass in a steel 
frame and aDow subtle varia- 
tions in the grip. A silk screened 
pattern changes from opaque- 
ness at ground level to translu- 
cency at the top. 

Known for their pure white 
polished plaster like travertine. 
MacCormac, Jamieson, 
Prichard cast it on site. Forty lor- 
ries drove around casting in one 
go the swooping drum-like en- 
trance. Tapered steps exagger- 
ate the Indiana Jones scale of 
this temple to travel. A big cir- 


booth is modelled on one de- 
signed in the Thirties by 
Hordern for 'London Under- 
ground. Richard MacCormac is 


A latter-day Kublai Khan 
swopping Southwark for 
Xanadu, architect Richard 


cular glass brick inspectors* 


funny about the time lapse his 
station went into, Tardis-like, 
from the original commission 
seven years ago. Then, the 
Ibries saw art in public works 
as squandering of public mon- 
ey. So he introduced Alex 
Ticbenko’s brilliant glass wall as 
cladding, which it isn’t. By the 
time Southwark planning com- 
mittee worried over the half- 
moon h’ghtwell jutting above 
ground, the architects had 
learnt to describe itas sculpture. 
The architects are most proud 
of the fact that by saving tun- 
nelling on a 40-metre stretch 
they saved their fees four times 
over in the first six weeks. 

The popular misconception 
that “design excellence doesn’t 
come cheap” is unpopular with 
Paoletti. It grieves him. “Design 
excellence incorporates econo- 
my. Ugly little stations would 
have cost more. Tbke the in- 
tegrity at Westminster between 
the Houses of Parliament and 
the Jubilee Line station by 
Michael Hopkins. It would have 
been very expensive to plan both 
buildings separately. His design 
cohesion makes it absolute.” 


Where are the volunteers? 


HD Wilson, actor and 
■luwie, emerged from 
vntown clip joint in 
ihe Philippines’ second 
ire just been proposi- 
ty a sweet girl,” he re- 
, as officials from 
ry Service Overseas, 
charity, ushered Wilson 
am a street-side con- 
3 with the amiable male 
the den of iniquiiy. 
r was to meet more of 
ien “GKOs” (guest re- 
jfficers - strippers and 
tes) who run a se “‘ 
nanisation and whom 
helping. 

support of people like 

-best known as the cur- 

oly Victor Mel drew of 
t in the Grave - and the 
r which they can at- 

; Vital to the vsomits 

thdav year. For today 

nisation is to announce 

ces a chronic shortage 
ght sort of volunteers, 
rme skills areas their 
s have halved in two 

r Blair’s message about 

3ritons seems to be 
m deaf ears, at least 
t people of 

age- the mid-twenues 
urties- who. the Char- 

Foundation notes, are 

UccringasUK? 

part blames the *>ei 

ociety.Butitisnotj^ 1 
:^s which is cited ^ 
its, its spokesman. 

iaMc-fim* soC,et L‘ n : 
irt actually VSO has 3 
iaL It could be seIf-J n " 
lich would bring 
'SO. People do woj* 

imes the responsible’ 

eetintheUK^ork- 


The Me First generation apparently doesn't do rt for others. 
Richard D North reports on a recruiting drive by VSO 


sed for much of 
need to get that 
ss to everyone. 


oblem VSO has 
i is that younger 
iave not heard of 
jeld in much af- 
; past alumni, 
higb-flyerssuch 
/den, group fi- 
of Blue Cirde, 
i SO one of its 


- 

, of Channel 4 
SO experience 
n his life, 
generation of 


needs to be more skilled than 
their forerunners. They are of- 
ten in mid-career, and profes- 
sional. According to Fiona 
Lewis, VSO’s head of place- 
ments, “Years ago, say within 
education, volunteers could go 
overseas who weren't qualified 
teachers. Now, as a broad gen- 
eralisation, we provide skills 
which cannot be found in-coun- 
try. So we don’t just send 
foresters but forestry lecturers.” 
VSO needs people who are 
at the stage in their lives when 
they are likely to be at the height 
of their careers, or already have 
their own families. That makes 
the strong characters whom 


Wilson met volunteering all 
the more remarkable. Elies 
Santegoets, in her 40s, was re- 
cruited through VSO’s Dutch 
offshoot She gave up working 
with prostitutes is Holland to 
work in Davao. “It’s like there’s 
this little empty space that you 
want to fill up,” she said. “It’s 
as though I have found the last 
missing piece of my life.” 

Like many VSO workers, 
Santegoets & in the Philippines 
at the invitation of VSO’s NGQ 
(non-governmental organisa- 
tion) partner, which pays half 
her salary. The workera’ stays 
are hardly ever longer than 
two years They- need to build 



something which wifl outlive 
their secondment 

Working among stunning 
rice terraces in the mountain- 
ous north of the country, Simon 
Thylor and a local colleague 
from the Philippines 5 Rural 
Reconstruction Movement 
were introducing micro-ma- 
chines which use streams to 
generate electricity or to grind 
rice. But it was important that 
Thylor transferred the right 
habits and enthusiasm to oth- 
ers. Otherwise the machines he 
left behind would break and 
rust through neglect. 

The important achievement 
for VSO people is that they not 
only help to produce a basket 
or a mill or a fish, or help a pros- 
titute avoid disease. It’s not ewea 
merely someone better edu- 
cated. It’s a strengthened local, 
often volunteer, institution 
which really counts. 

Local NGOs are the ce- 
ment of the emerging informal 
democracy in the poor world, 
and VSO is helping its partners 
prove that surprisingly often, 
you don’t have to be rich and 
powerful to influence events. 

Victor Mekirew would prob- 
ably approve: his is a battle 
against the getting and spend- 
ing and the littering, Yahoos he 
sees about him. Under his cara- 
pace, there might even be that 
increasingly elusive figure, a 
VSO field worker. 

If you an interested, in VSO's 
you can visit a special fair, 
VoliutteaingWcald, this Satur- 
day (^Westminster Central Hall , 1 
London, pee. Enquiries 0181- 
750 7500, manned on Saturday. 
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Friends: the new family 


Once it was mum who 
was always there for you. 
Now it’s more likely to 
be a network of friends, 
says Vanessa Thorpe 


WHEN Ihe telephone rings after 1030pm 
most women sense it must be one of only 
four or five people on the other end of the 
line. A sister? Maybe. A lover? If you are 
lucky. A mother? Probably not at that time 
of night. 

Much more likely it is a close female 
friend; someone calling to tell you that they 
have split up with their boyfriend again 
or locked themselves out of their flat, or 
perhaps simply that Carry On Camping has 
just started on BBC1. 

Such friendships are about intimacy and 
trust and are being increasingly relied upon 
to sustain people in an age when families 
are spread far and wide, and marriages 
fragment so easily, 

Erika Reed, a 32-year-old solicitor, is 
nurtured by her 10-year friendship with 
her married friend Jane Mee. 

“I was very fli one night and so l rang 
Jane at about 3am," she recalls. “I want- 
ed to ask her wbat she thought was 
wrong and told her all my symptoms. She 
was very supportive and even came round 
to take me to the doctors the next morn- 
ing. When you live on your own, the fact 
that she came round to make sure I went 
was great." 

Since the huge popularity of the Amer- 
ican sitcoms Seinfeld and Friends, with their 
idealised picture of upfront camaraderie 
and knowing banter between pals, the sta- 
tus of platonic friendships has reached an 
all-time high. You may fall in and out of 
romantic relationships, these shows imply, 
but you had better keep those old buddies 
on side if you want to survive. 

Tonight strong female bonds enjoyed 
by people like Erika and Jane will be cel- 
ebrated on the s mall screen in the first in- 
stallment of a three-part BBC drama called 
Real Women. Written by Susan Oudot and 
taken from her best-selling novel, it charts 
the lives of five former school friends and 
puts their relationships with each other 
right in the foreground. For once, fami- 
ly, husbands and work are all purely in- 
cidental. 

The actress Francis Barber who plays 
Anna and stars alongside Pauline Quirke, 
Gwenytb Strong, Michelle Collins and Les- 
ley Manville, found the script reflected her 
own experience. “Friendship is about 



Erika (left) on Jane: ‘I can be stroppy with Jane because 1 think we are close enough; when I see my family there is never a cross word" Andrew Buurman 


commitment and loyalty," says Barber. “I 
don't think it matters how far apart you 
are. I don’t see some of my friends for ages, . 
but when we get together it is as if time 
hasn't passed.” 

f The characters are all modelled on el- 
ements of real people in the writer’s circle. 
One is in an unfiilfilliiig marriage, one is 
a career woman, another is a “good time 
girl”, one is hoping to have a child, and 
the fifth, played by Manville, is a closet 
lesbian. “ Real Women is inspired by lots 
of people I know," says Oudot. “One friend 
said to me, ‘Every story that we’ve ever 
told each other is in the book,' which is 
true.” 

With Erika's family 200 miles away 
from her London flat, it is Jane who keeps 
a spare set of keys and waters her plants 
and feeds her cat whenever she is away. 
“Having Jane around gives me a certain 
amount of freedom. It is not the kind of 


thing that you oould ask anyone to do, but 
she knows I will do the same for her.” 
What is more, Erika says she would not 
even have her flat in the first place were 
it not for her friendship with Jane. “When 
I was looking for somewhere to buy, she 
was the person that! would turn to for ap- 
proval Buying a flat is a very big thing and 
if your family were close by they would 
come and have a look with you.” Erika 
feels that because she no longer sees her 
family in an everyday way she now enjoys 
that sort of relationship with her best 
friends. “I can be stroppy with Jane be- 
cause I think we are close enough. I will 
actually say if Fm a bit annoyed, where- 
as when I see my family these days there 
is never a cross word.” 

A supportive circle of women in- 
evitably expands to include friends of 
friends too. Jane and Erika have helped 
each other’s churns to find both jobs and 


practical solutions to smaller scale dilem- 
mas such as the name of a good plumber. 

Jane and her husband may move away 
from London soon, but the prospect of 
leaving such a support system of friends 
worries her. “My friends have more to do 
with my life than my family and therefore 
1 don't have to go through endless expla- 
nations,” she says. “Friends are more up 
to date with what is happening.” 

Like Erika, however, she is still 
emotionally dose to her family and has a 
long-term licence to behave a little tem- 
peramentally with them. “You are more 
careless with your relationship with your 
family," she admits. “While I suppose you 
have to nurture your friends a bit more.” 
The modem emphasis on personal hap- 
piness rather than on family duty looks 
likely to continue to steer people away 
from daily involvement with their relatives, 
yet for Rebecca Cavanagh, a 32-year-old 


book editor, it is crucial that a friend should 
offer more than bland reassurance. “You 
don’t need a friend who is as judgemen- 
tal as a family member might be, but you 
don't want someone who is accepting of 
everything-" 

Rebecca, like Lesley Manville's char- 
acter in Real Women, has recently decid- 
ed to tell close friends about a new gay 
relationship. Telling friends first, she says, 
made it easier to talk about it with, her fam- 
ily. “When I first got together with Annie 
I knew l could tell my. close friends 
straight away, while with my family - even 
my sisters - 1 was not quite so sure.” 

With all the benefits of sisterhood, of 
course, come the headaches. Women, un- 
like men, must never forget their dose 
friends' birthdays. And then there Is the 
fraught question of who to nominate for 
your BT best friend telephone discount. 
‘Real Women', BBC1 930pm 


Ambridge 
claims its 
latest victim 


SSS?® - more spo- 

He stage that gets the Tippex hovering 
nver their name on scripts- 

ly been ending the show moanmg 
about the state of his hfe - eQ ?~ 

^ show is always d^etousm 

Borcestersbire. When a character* 
central to the main plot strand youcan 
almost start humming the theme tune 

before ft locks m becaure^k^ 1 ^ 

will be given some heavily portentous 

line to end the episode. 

John and Tony Archer have for 
weeks been arguing about “finog the 
tractor”. Real Archers aficionados 
should have guessed that this would be 
the instrument of death. Although 1 
suppose given the soap’s setting be was 
unfikely to be hit by a tube train. 

The other angel of death on the 
show is Shula. You can almost guar- 
. an tee that whoever soppy Shula is dilut- 
ing pkwaras with and whispering sweet 
nothings to on New Year’s Eve will not 
make it through the lambing season. 

They don’t always die like Mark 
Hebden of course, but they’ll be off out 
of the series. In fact most of the 
women haw the capacity to turn per- 
fectly pleasant male characters into 
wife-beaters or bankrupt fraudsters. 

This is why I love The Archers. The 
insufferably twee characters and the 
Meatfldt middle-dass female voices are 
an irrelevance compared with the joy 
of the show’s dangerous undercurrents. 
But this is an acquired taste. You can 
only learn to love its black heart by get- 
ting to know its rhythms and nuances. 

Fbrstarters you have to get through 
the broadcasting world's most surreally 
unappealing pre-trailer. Only on Radio 
4 could a continuity announcer by to 
tempt yoa to listen to a programme ly 
saying, “And now. In the shop Fat is 
talking to Debbie ...” 

like televising archaeology - as in 
Time Team ~ this is all so British it hurts. 
And now that it is getting more excit- 
ing- “It used always to be about cows 
getting their udders stuck in a cattle 
grid," said the actor who played John 
-we have even more portentous lines 
to look forward to. 

Paul McCann 


DILE MMAS 

My nephew is overweight and his parents feed him on burgers 
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VIRGINIA 

IRONSIDE 


Eva’s worried about her delightful, 
overweight nephew. His mother never 
eats vegetables, his father doesn’t 
believe in fruit they live on a diet of fat 
and starchy foods and go to 
McDonald’s every Saturday - but she 
doesn’t want to say anything because 
she gets on well- with the family 
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I have a friend who is very 
health-conscious. She forbids 
her children sweets, or choco- 
late biscuits, she insists they take 
sticks of celery in their lunch- 
box to school instead of crisps, 
and feeds them baked potatoes, 
salads, beansprouts, pasta and 
chicken. No red meat. When 
the children come round they 
gorge themselves on all the 
chocolate biscuits, sweets, 
crisps and burgers that I keep 
for them, 

- 1 have another friend who 
panders to her daughters’ 
foodie whims, to such an extent 
that everyone in the family has 
different meals at different 
times. One is a vegetarian and 
has to be cooked a special 
meal every evening; one is al- 
lergic to wheat; the mother's 
husband is on a cholesterol-free 
diet, and she never eats toma- 
toes, peppers, any drink with 
additives ... the list is endless. 
When they .come round they 
have to bring Ibeir own rice- bci- 
cults, organic bread, non -dairy 

spread - indeed they arc im- 
possible to have to lunch as a 
family. And another little boy 
1 know used to come round to 
my house far supper and insist 
on his fish fingers being peeled 
- and then be left the fish and 
only ate the crumbs on the 
outside. 

These families are indeed 
well on the way lo getting 
health and dietary problems in 
the future- They are also going 
to develop serial problems, 
finding it hard-to go out to 
restaurants, or to friends. They 
have made such a to-do about 
food that their I fee, arc ruled 
by their diet. The children are 
heading for all kinds of eating 
disorders. 

Compared with these (am- 
ities, Eva's nephew, and his fam- 
ily, seems to be behaving in the 
most normal way. just eating 
what they like. Never did my 
Ison crave sweets - because 
I thqy were freely available to 
j him. Henry VIII never ale veg- 


etables and though he was a bit 
of a fatty it didn’t seem to af- 
fect his general health or his ex- 
uberance about life. And 
anyway, every day we read con- 
tradictory evidence about wbat 
foods are good for us and wbat 
aren't. Margarine is good for 
you; margarine gives you can- 
cer; drink is bad for you but a 
couple of glasses of red wine 
keeps heart disease away. Re- 
cently it was reported that the 
chemical additives sprayed on 
some tomatoes can help keep 
men’s prostate problems at 
bay, or something. Salads are 
good but same pre-washed 
supermarket salads contain 
salmonella. 

Of course Eva could ask her 
nephew round and introduce 
him to the charms of organic 
oranges, free-range courge lies, 
wild salmon and core-fed basil, 
but 1 suspect he would just say 
“Ugh!” as any normal child 
does lo food it's never seen be- 
fore. But frankly, what the hell 
business s it of hers whether her 
nephew is overweight or not? 
They sound like a very jolly 
family if they all go out for a 
meal together on a Saturday 
night. And as for that ghastly 
snobbishness about McDon- 
ald's - a double-decker and a 
glass of milk is a pretty healthy 
tneaL 

1 often pop in then: fur a de- 
licious cheeseburger and orange 
juice when I’m on the run de- 
spite the faces made by friends 
who wrongly imagine I'm help- 
ing myself to a diet of BSE and 
cancer germs in a bun. Just be- 
cause the McDonald's clientele 
is made up of people un lower 
incomes because the food is so 
cheap doesn't mean the food's 
not good or tasty. 

Eva should keep her imp 
shut and thank God that her 
nephew is “delightful". And 
perhaps die should ask herself 
over one Saturday night on 
their McDonald’s outing and 
find out exactly what she's 
been missing. 


WHAT- 
READERS SAY 


Try dropping a few hints 

It’s always difficult voicing crit- 
icism of friends and relatives. 
The desire not to offend can he 
so great that you keep your 
mouth shut inappropriately, 
and later, kick yourself for 
your cowardice. The bottom 
line is to consider which would 
be worse - risking a moment's 
pique by mentioning your 
nephew’s diet, or silently wulch- 
ing him turn into an obese child 
and portly adult, with all the at- 
tendant risk, from social isola- 
tion to eating disorders. 

Criticisms are belter laken 
when veiled as innocent re- 
marks, and stripped of any 
blame. Instead or slating your 
sister’s cooking. Uy introducing 
the child to new and exotic 
fruits with the chance remark 
that you read somewhere wu 
should be eating five pieces of 
fruit or vegetable a day. You 
could tell your sister you're on 
a health kick as you've just read 
up on the health risks of obe- 
sity. If all else fails, you could 
be direct buL cairn and tactful. 
DrLeytoSwoi 
Glasgow 

So what's the problem? 

Eva takes the biscuit. She is 
worried about her nephew eat- 
ing the wrong foods and being 


plump; she claims that the 
child’s parents have a peculiar 
attitude towards diet. If that is 
really breaking her heart as she 
says, then I have nothing but 
sympathy for her. Her nephew, 
apart from being plump, seems 
to be in good hands and I rec- 
ommend that Eva keeps her 
mouth buttoned up. 

Martin Russell 
Newcastle upon Tyne 

Introduce healthy habits 
Tell them casually about your 
efforts to improve .vow fitness 
and eating habits. You could ask 
your sister/brother-in-law for 
some moral support by going on 
the same diet or attending the 
gym with you. You could take 
your nephew on cycle rides; 
take up tennis with him, find out 
about sporting activities he 
could become involved in. Ask 
them round to youxs for supper 
occasionally, or better still, do 
a cookery course together and 
(hen take it in turns periodically 
to prepare family suppers. By 
selling an example when ihev 
are in your company, the mes- 
sage may filter through without 
causing offence. Gently let slip 
u few white lies: about your 
friend’s son whose doctor 
warned he’d be wearing den- 
tures by the time he was 20 if 
he continued to drink cola... 
Drastic maybe, but in the light 
of the growing evidence of the 
link between diet and disease, 
almost any measure should be 
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NEXT WEEK’S DILEMMA 


I suffer from the must terrible nightmares. 
I dread going lo sleep because I know I will 
dream about tortured animals, child abuse, 
the most horrible things you can think of. I 
often wake up terrified, and the dreams often 
linger with me all day. far more intense than 
the reality of life. Is there any way 1 can stop 
them? I don’t think I’m depressed; I’m nor- 
mally cheerful; hui why do J have these sin- 


taken if it looks like ii could 
have some effect. Ruling; all 
that, be blunt. 

Kim. 

Cambridge i 

Diet is dangerous territory 
As I understand it, children's di 
clary needs are different from 
adults'. Apparently some chil 
dren arc becoming mainour 
Lshcd because iheir parent* 
feed them an adult-style, low# 
fat diet in the mistaken belie! 
that it is good for them. Also) 
younger and younger childre J 
are developing anorexic tec 
denaes, believing themselves t 
be fat, when in feet they are ju- 
ahout tu put on a growth sou 
when all “excess" fat will b 
evenly redistributed. 

Given these issues I won! 
be extremely hesitant lo S | aj 
bymg to interfere in a child 
diet unless I were prooeri 
qualified to comment. 1 Joul 

Urge £va t 
h“ 10 thC CW,d ' e °' 

hardly be unaware Of” lie 
surrounding diet Th,? 
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Henny Youngman 


‘TAKEmywife- pleascr . Th 
shortest joke with the longest 

laugh, four wordsof fun toafhe 
rame the trademark of Hennv 
Youngman and will pmhahk. h ' 
engraved on his turnhsu^ 

Not the worlds shortest Joke-' 

that honour helongs to England 
and Moore Marriott, the gar- 
rulous old gaffer of the Will vL 
films. In Oh Mr Porter (IQ37, 
Marriott as a toothless ticket 
seller slings up his shm lC r 
shouts “Next trains goner! 
and slams it down again. 

But Henny Youngman was 
no character comedian: his en- 
tire showbiz life consisted nf 
standing stiffly at a microphone 
and snapping out short gags ai 
a rate of knots. This may be whv 
he was great i n vaudeville. a kw 
on radio, OK in the early davs 
of television, but not much enn 
in the movies. In fact for most 


", me “ hich was 'eng. 

™' y Unc his 

~ 7 e ?; mu,u ‘ c “B" feature 

from the Poverty Row produc- 
l, °" company Monogram 
« Was called .-I Wave.aWac 

whlj MurinC U944) ’ a A* 

which meant something 10 
warurne America but little in 
C 7. ^ Wealthier company 
would have changed it, hut 
expe nsive tinkering was un- 
heard of at Monogram. The 

u ' LTe E| s~ &><«. 

Eilers and Alan Dinehart, 

With Youngman billed lower 
down die cast-lisL Although the 
film has not been shown since 
its original release in 1944, 1 can 
recall heing quite impressed by 
loungman's quick-fire gagging, 
although his somewhat deadpan 
delivery was obviously unsuiled 
* he cinema. Late in life he 
c a film comeback by of louring through the famous 


filling a small role in Martin 
Scorsese’s Good Fellas (1992) . 

Like another creative crack- 
er of one-liners. Bob Hope, 
Youngman was bom in Eng- 
land, in the Liverpool of 1906. 
His birth gave him one of his 
first jokes: “I was so ugly the 
doctor slapped my mother!" 
When he was six months old his 
family moved to the United 
Slates, settling in Brooklyn. 
His father forced him 10 learn 
the violin, an instrument he was 
to use in his act all through his 
life. Like Jack Benny in the US 
and Ted Ray in England. 
Youngman fiddled but little, us- 
ing the instrument to punctuate 
his gags. “I was such a lousy 
fiddler people laughed at me - 
so I became a comedian." 

Youngman came to radio in 
the late Thirties following years 


“Borscht Belt", training-ground 
for every major American co- 
median from Red Skelton to 
Woody Allen. 

It was Allen who would lat- 
er reawaken interest in Young- 
man by protesting against being 
labelled as an intellectual ct> 
median and claiming he should 
be thought of as a disciple of 
Henny Youngman. This style 
was of snappy gags following 
one another like explosions 
from a machine-gun. Walter 
Wine hell, the newspaper colum- 
nist. gave Youngman his Fust 
advertising-bill matter “King of 
the Ouc-Lincrs". 

Youngman shot to popular 
fame on the Kale Smith Show , 
a pre-war radio series which 
starred the popular if over- 
weight “Songbird of the South” 
with new comedy discoveries. 
Following Youngman’syear on 


the show’ came Abbott & 
Costello, a pair of crosstalk 
comics who shot to greater 
fame in their many wartime 
comedy Sims. 

After the Second World War 
came the rising tide of televi- 
sion, and Youngman was cho- 
sen as one of several hosts for 
Texaco Star Theatre (1948) in- 
cluding Morey Amsterdam (re- 
membered from The Dick Van 
Dyke Show) and Milton Berle. 
They competed for the post of 
regular host and Berle won, be- 
coming American television’s 
first great star. 

In 1955 Youngman attained 
titular stardom at least with 
The Henny and Rocky Show. 
Rocky was Graziano, the ex- 
middleweight boxing champion, 
and the series ran live every 
Wednesday night following that 
week’s boxing match. Thus the 


show could nm from five min- 
utes to 30, according to how 
long the match hod lasted. 

Other television series in- 
cluded a game show called 
Make Me Laugh (1958). in which 
Youngman and several fellow 
professional comedians tried 
to make each other laugh with- 
in one minute. He also made the 
return trip to England around 
this time to star aL the London 
Palladium. In 2975 there was a 
series called Joe and Dad , star- 
ring a dancer and her father Ray 
Heatherton, with Youngman 
very much in supporL In 197S 
came The Rah Rah Show star- 
ring Chuck Bairis, who had cre- 
ated that successful series for 
untalenled wannabes. The Gong 
Show. This contained a mixture 
of venerable professionals in- 
cluding the be -bop singer Slim 
fi aillar d, the hi-de-ho Cab Cal- 


loway, and the ha-ha merchant 
Henny Youngman. It was not a 
great success. 

Perhaps the oddest assign- 
ment of his entire comedic ca- 
reer was when Youngman was 
hired as the DiaJ-a-Joke voice - 
for the New York Telephone 
Company. This was back in 
1974, and Youngman docked up 
a record of 300,000 calls a day. 

His wife Sadie, who had ac- 
cidentally inspired the ad-lib 
that was to become Young- 
man’s catchphrase, as well as the 
title of his autobiography, died 
in 1987. 

“I mfcs my wife's cooking,’’ 
be said, “as often as I can!" But 
perhaps the most outrageous 
gag he ever staged was a pub- 
lic celebration ofhis 91st birth- 
day. He invited newspaper and 
television reporters to a posh 
rocttuMnt iiMvitnMc rh»* read- 



Youngman: ‘King of 
the One-Liners' 

ing of his last will and testament. 
As Ed Sullivan, America’s top 
television presenter, once com- 
mented, “Henny never changed 
his gags, only his audiences." 

Denis GifTord 

Henry~(Hcnny) Youngman, come- 
ebon: bom Liverpool 16 March 1906 ; 
married (one son, one daughter); 



Ivor Mairants 


IVOR MAIRANTS was one of 
the most distinguished survivors 
of the dance band tradition of 
the pre-war years. But he was 
much more than a guitarist in 
a dance band: his inquiring 
mind led him into authorship, 
teaching, journalism, commerce 
and, later, classical guitar 
composition. 

He was born in Poland, and 
came with his parents to Eng- 
land on the eve of the Great 
War. His father was a Talmudic 
scholar who. in the words of his 
son, “meditated with God", 
leaving his wife to run a 
haberdashery shop in Poland 
and, after that, a sweets and to- 
bacco shop in the East End of 
London. 

After hearing the Savoy Or- 
phean* in a broadcast received 
on a homemade crystal wireless 
set, Ivor Mairants made up his 
mind to become a musician, and 
duly saved £3 to buy his first in- 
strument, a banjo, from Ebble- 
white’s music shop in Aldgate. 
His first professional engage- 
ment, at die age of 15, earned 
him 7s 6d, sufficient encour- 
agement to launch himself on 
a career in music. 

Work in various dance hands 
followed: the Valenrians, the 
Florentine Band, Fred Ander- 
son’s Cabaret Band, AI Starita. 


But the banjo was already los- 
ing its appeal, and it was as a 
guitarist that Mairants found 
work with the dance bands of 
Roy Fox, Ambrose, Lew Stone, 
Geraldo, Ted Heath and Man- 
lovani, the household names of 
popular music before, during 
and after the Second World 
Whr. By then he had discovered 
Segovia's editions of Bach, a 
source of nourishment that 
made a lasting impact. 

A period of freelancing fol- 
lowed. He formed his own gui- 
tar quintet, which broadcast 
regularly in the BBCs Guitar 
Club series. His recording of the 
Adagio from Joaquin Rodrigo’s 
Concieno deAranjuez sold over 
a million copies. He accompa- 
nied the tenor Beniamino 
Gigli In a recording of Neapoli- 
tan songs: and in the late Thir- 
ties he was engaged by Sir 
Thomas Beecham to play the 
mandolin for Ezio Pinza in a 
Covent Gardea production of 
Don Giovanni - an experience 
he described in his autobiogra- 
phy (My Fifty Fretting Tears, 
1 980) as “nerve-shattering". But 
Beecham smiled and said “Very 
nice” after the first rehearsal. 

Mairants also appeared in 
two films, playing a beribboned 
period guitar in Saraband for 
Dead Lovers (1948), and a more 


modern instrument in The Bat- 
tle of the River Plate ( 1956). in 
which, dressed in Latin Amer- 
ican costume, he performed as 
a member of a night-club band 
in Montevideo. 

In 1950 he started the Cen- 
tral School of Dance Music in 
London. Among his teaching 
staff were John (then Johnny) 
Dankworth, Jade Biymer, Ken- 
ny Baker, Bert Weedon, Ike 
Isaacs and Eric Gilder. His 
next venture was the opening of 
a guitar shop in 1958, the Ivor 
Mairants Musicentre. His stock 
of fine guitars, imported from 
Spain. Sweden. Germany and 
the United States, attracted 
guitarists from all over the 
world. Occasional visitors of the 
calibre of Julian Bream, Char- 
lie Byrd and Na rciso Yepes 
helped to create more of the at- 
mosphere of a friendly club than 
of a retail shop. 

Writing, arranging and 
teaching were other occupa- 
tions. Tvo of his guitar pupils 
were Benny Hill and Eric Sykes. 
The latter, a flamenco afi- 
cionado. was sometimes given 
a lesson in his dressing room 
during a season at the London 
Palladium; it led to a guest ap- 
pearance as straight man in 
Sykes's comic flamenco act on 
television. Not to be outdone. 


Benny Hill also used Mairants 
in his television show. 

Mairants's technical manu- 
als, embracing all guitar styles, 
met with varying degrees of suc- 
cess, but bis flamenco tutor 
achieved world-wide feme, sell- 
ing steadily over the years in 
various languages including 
Japanese. Yet well-meaning 
“experts” had advised him not 
to pursue the project; and the 
great Segovia even delivered a 
lofty snub with the words, “All 
my life I have striven to lift the 
guitar to higher musical levels, 
therefore I am not interested in 
a flamenco book and do not 
want to see it." 

Throughout this time, 
Mairants developed and re- 
fined his jazz playing to im- 
pressive proportions. His 
frequent professional contact 
with the vety best jazz gui- 
tarists such as Django Rein- 
hardt, Joe Pass, Barney Kessel 
and Herb Ellis led, in 1995, to 
his monumental book 77te 
Great Jazz Guitarists, the prod- 
uct of many years' hard labour. 

In later years, his fertile 
imagination turned more and 
more to composition. Deter- 
mined to enlarge bis range and 
improve his technique, he en- 
rolled at Dartington Summer 
School at an age when most 


people are happy to retire. The 
encouragement he received 
from Peter Maxwell Davies, 
Harrison Birtwistle. Witold Lu- 
toslawski, Hans Keller and 
others resulted in some ac- 
complished and attractive 
pieces for classical guitar. 

In his late eighties, he com- 
posed Jazz Sonatas for Solo 
Guitar, classical in style but 
containing prominent elements 
of jazz. Two of the sonatas 
were set pieces in the first com- 
petition for the Ivor Mairants 
Guitar Award, held under the 
aegis of the Worshipful Com- 
pany of Musicians last Decem- 
ber. Mairants, a member of the 
company and a Freeman of 
the City qf London, presided 
over the panel of judges with his 
usual imperturbability: it was to 
be his last public appearance be- 
fore the cancer against which he 
bad battled with fortitude finally 
overtook him. after a long life 
of unremitting work in the ser- 
vice of music and five months 
short of his 90th birthday. 

Colin Cooper 

tvor Mairants, guitarist, composer, 
writer and teacher bom Rypin, 
Poland B July I90B ; married 1931 
LHy Schneider (one son. one daugh- 
ter); died London 20 February 
1998. 
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Sir Bernard Ledwidge 


# 


^BERNARD LEDWIDGE be- 
came a writer in the last two 
decades of his life having spent 
much of it in the Diplomatic 
Service, ending his career as 
ambassador to Israel. 

Ledwidge spent the find 10 
years ofhis career either in In- 
dia or concerned with Indian af- 
fairs. After graduating with 
distinction at King’s College. 
Cambridge, he joined the India 
Office in 1939 as an assistant 
principal. He went out to India, 
first in the Royal Artillery and 
then in the Indian Army, in 
^jhich he served until the end 
Tf the Second World W*r. It was 
only in 1948 that, after return- 
ing to the India Office and 
acting for a time as private sec- 
retary to the Permanent Under- 
secretary. he was first seconded 


to the newly established Com- 
monwealth Relations Office 
and then transferred to the 
Foreign Service. 

His first appointment in the 
service was as consul at St 
Louis, Missouri, but from the 
mid-Fifties onwards he gravi- 
tated towards the mainstream 
of Foreign Office posts. He was 
political adviser to the Gener- 
al Officer Commanding in Ber- 
lin at a critical period from 1956 
to 1960 and he then became 
head of the Wfesiem Department 
of Lhe Foreign Office. 1962-65. 
responsible for policy for the 
whole of Western Europe. 

From there he went to Paris 
as minister ( number two) in the 
Embassy', first under Patrick 
Reilly and later for one year un- 
der "Christopher Soames. He 


was appointed ambassador to 
Finland in 1969. his first post as 
Head of Mission. 

I first met Ledwidge when I 
look over from him as Head of 
the Western Department of the 
Foreign Office in 1965. 1 then 
followed him to Paris in 1967 
and served with him there. for 
two years until we both went off 
to our respective embassies. In 
his early fifties, he was a tall, 
heavy man with a somewhat 
ponderous manner and speech. 
His French, though good, was 
guttural to the point of being 
Teutonic. His manner was far 
from smooth, indeed rather on 
the rough side. But he bad 
charm, wit and a formidable in- 
tellect. He was also something 
of a bon viveur (listing his hob- 
bies as talking and drinking). 


It came as a surprise to me 
and to many of Ledwidge’s 
friends and colleagues when his 
first marriage broke up at the 
end of his time in Paris. His first 
wife, Anne, had been a loyal 
consort and was the mother of 
two attractive children. After his 
divorce he married Flora 
Groult, a well-known French 
writer who had distinguished 
herself in the Resistance, and it 
was she who accompanied him 
as ambassadress to Finland and 
after to his final post, Tfel Aviv. 

Ledwidge’s career as a writer 
after his retirement from the 
Diplomatic Service was varied 
and also successful. His first 
book. Frontiers (1979), was a 
well-written novel based on his 
experience in India. He then 
embarked on something alto- 


gether different and very am- 
bitious, a biography of de 
Gaulle, published in 1982, the 
first to be written in English. De 
Gaulle was an important book 
which drew on oew documen- 
tary sources and comprises a full 
and well-judged assessment of 
the general’s achievements. It 
was widely acclaimed, espe- 
cially in France and in Canada. 

A further less substantial 
book followed in 1984, De 
GaidketlesAm£ricains, written 
in French and based largely on 
US archives. Finally there was 
yet another kind of work (again 
in French): Sappho, la premiere 
voix de femme (1987). 

In these literary activities 
Ledwidge was encouraged and 
assisted by his very talented sec- 
ond wife. Flora. They lived 


partly in Paris and partly in Lon- 
don and both continued writing 
until Ledwidge’s health deteri- 
orated seriously in the early 
Nineties. 

AT one time in his career 
Ledwidge may have felt ag- 
grieved that, because ofhis be- 
lated entry into the Foreign 
Service, be had lagged behind 
others less able than himself. 
However I think the Foreign Of- 
fice soon recognised his merits; 
he was rewarded at the end of 
his career with the important 
embassy to Israel, as well as a 
knighthood. He mightperhaps 
have aspired to even more pres- 
tigious posts such as the Hague 
or even Bonn but others were 
judged more suitable. 

Bernard Ledwidge could be 
justifiably proud of bis achieve- 



Ledwidge: intellect 


meats both in the public service 
and perhaps still more as a 
writer. His best book. De 
Gaulle, owed much of its 
merit to knowledge of the 
international scene derived 


from his own experience as a 
professional diplomat 

Alan Campbell 

WHSam Bernard John Ledwidge, 
c fiplomot and writer: bom London 
9 November 1915; Private Secretory 
to the Permanent Under-Secretary, 
India Office 1946 ; Secretary, Fron- 
tier Area Committee of Inquiry, Bur- 
ma 1947; British Consul, St Louis 
1949-52; first Secretary, Kabul 
1952-56; Political Adviser, British Mb- 
itary Government, Berlin 1956-61; 
CMG 1964, KCMG 1974; Minister, 
Paris 1965-69; Ambassador to Fin- 
land 1969-72, to Israel 1972-75; 
Chairman, United Kingdom Com- 
mittee for Unicef J 9 76-89; married 
1948 Anne Kingsley (one son, one 
daughter; marriage dissolved 1970), 
1970 Rom Groult; died London 2D 
February 1998. 
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Birthdays 

Lord Bridge of Harwich, a foniier 
Lord of Appeal in Ordinary. M: Mr 
Peter Carter- Ruck, solicitor, 84, Mr 
Johnny Cash, singer. 6fr. Sir Pger 
Cazalet, deputy chairman, uwn. 
6* Mr Antoine ~Fa» Domino, 
singer. 70: Mr David Edgar, play- 
wright.-^; Sir Donald ftrquharson. 
a former Lord Justice of Appeal 70; 
Mr Michael Foster MP, 5*4 Dr Banl 
GreenhilL writer and nautical au- 
thorin'. 7 » Miss Emma 
piano 49. Professor Noieen, Murray- 

&>r' of Mototar 

Edinburgh University, M. w 
Michael Perry, former chairman of 
n£Sli Tony Selby, actor 
ilSlisSandie Shaw, singer. M, Mr 
Everton Weebes. cnckcier, 7 j. 

Anniversaries 

Births Anthony Ashley Cooper. 
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pound note. 1797; Napoleon Bona- 
parte escaped bora Elba. 1815; Rus- 
sia annexed Poland, 1832; the Grand 
National steeplechase was fim run. 
Afninee. 1S3% the first colour film, 
called Kmemacolnr. was shown before 
an audience at the Palace Theatre, 
Shaftesbury Avenue. London. 1909; 
a strike of coal-miners took place in 
Britain, 1912; the French transport 
ship Provence II was sunk in the 
Mediterranean, with the loss of 930 
lives, 1916; Winston Churchill an- 
nounced that Britain had produced 
its own atomic bomb, 1952; diplo- 
matic relations between Israel and 
Egypt were established, I960; the first 
London performance of the musical 
The Best Little Whorehouse in Texas 
was staged, 19S1. Today is the Feast 
Day of St Alexander of Alexandria, 
St Nestor of Magydus, St Porphyiy 
of Gaza and St Victor or Virtr6 the 
Hermit. 


Lectures 

National Gallery: Stella Gambling, 
“Horses fiv): Gericault, A Horse 
Frightened by Lighming", 1pm. 
Victoria and Albert Museum: 
Christina Brown, “Fakes”, 230pm. 
Tate Gallery: Catherine Lever, “All 
or Nothing at All? Minimalist Art of 
the 1960s". Ipra. 

British Museum: Chris Collard. 
“Prometheus and Hermes; two gods 
on the Greek stage". 1.15pm. 
National Portrait Gallery: Susan 
Morris. “Duchess, or Milkmaid?" 

1.10pm. 

Gresham College, Barnard 5 Inn 
Hall, London EO: Professor Tom 
Cannon, “Education for Enterprise: 
just hardcore writing codes", Iptm 
The Most Rev Richard Holloway. 
“Negotiating lhe ElhicalMineoeld: 
whai's your poison?", 530pm. 


LAW REPO RT: 26 F ebruary ms 

Authority could not claim absolute privilege 


S v London Borough of New- 
ham; Court of Appeal (Lord 
Woolf, Master of the Rolls, Lady 
Justice Butter-Slow and Lord Justice 
Chadwick) 24 February 1998 

A LOCAL authority could not 
claim absolute privilege in an 
action for defamation brought 
by an employees resped of in- 
formation about him sent by 
the authority to tbe Depart- 
ment of Health for inclusion in 
its index of persons unsuitable 
for work with children. 

The Court of Appeal dis- 
missed the appeal of the Lon- 
don Borough of Newham 
against the decision of Mr Jus- 
tice Popplewed on a prelimi- 
nary issue in defamation 
proceedings brought against it 
by the respondent. 

The respondent, S, had 
been employed by tbe author- 
ity as a sodal worker since 1993, 
and until October 1995 had 
worked with children up to the 
age of 1 1. In May 1995 the au- 
thority initiated inquiries into 


incidents involving the manner 
in which S had dealt with a par- 
ticular child. The inquiries re- 
sulted in a decision critical of S. 

In accordance with guide- 
lines issued by the Depart- 
ment of Health the authority 
sent a letter to the department, 
and S sought damages for 
defamation based on the con- 
tents of the letter. The authority 
contended that tbe letter was 
subject to absolute privilege, 
but the judge had decided, as 
a preliminary issue, that that 
defence was not open to it. 
Geoffrey Sluw QC and Harvey Stone 
(Barlow Lyde & Gilbert} Jor S; Sime- 
on Thrower and Rtuhpal Mondair 
( Sahara ) for the authority. 

Lord Woolf MR said that at 
the heart of the appeal was a 
conflict between the right of an 
individual to bring an action for 
defamation and the public in- 
terest in protecting children 
from conduct which could ad- 
versely affect their well-being 
or put them at risk. 


The authority had a re- 
sponsibility to provide infor- 
mation to the department, 
which maintained an index of 
the details of persons engaged 
in child-care work who had 
convictions, had been dis- 
missed. or whose conduct 
made them unsuitable forwork 
with children. 

The importance of safe- 
guarding children from h arm of 
the type against which the in- 
dex was designed to give 
protection could not be exag- 
gerated, but it was difficult to 
accept that a local authority 
would be deterred from pro- 
viding appropriate informa- 
tion to the department by tbe 
threat of litigation. 

Although, as the present 
case illustrated, there would be 
employees who would seek to 
bring defamation proceedings, 
the occasions on which they 
would have any prospect of suc- 
cess would be rare. In such 
proceedings the defence of 
qualified privilege would he 


available, requiring a p laintiff 
to establish malice on the part 
of the body responsible for 
publication. Where a plaintiff 
clearly had no prospect of suc- 
cess, the court could be ex- 
pected to be robust and to 
dismiss the action. 

In the present case there 
was a public interest in that 
the index should be available 
to provide information for 
safeguarding the welfare of 
children, but, in determining 
whether it was necessary and 
appropriate to extend immu- 
nity from suit to the authority, 
the advantage of protecting 
the integrity of the index had 
to be weighed against the 
disadvantage that would cause 
toS. 

There was a substantial 
public interest in S’s being 
able to vindicate his position. 
In R v Lord Chancellor, ex p 
Whham (1997] 2 Ail ER 779, 
a citizen's access to the court 
had been described as a com- 
mon law constitutional right 


which could only be abrogated 
by specific statutory provision. 

It was obvious that having 
his Dr her name placed on the 
index had serious repercus- 
sions for the individual con- 
cerned. If the individual's 
conduct justified inclusion in 
the index, then tbe existence of 
the index meant that his in- 
terests must give way to those 
of (he children the index was 
designed to protect. 

If the allegations against S 
were, as he aDeged, not only un- 
true but made maliciously, then 
justice required that he should 
be able toestabfish his innocence. 
The practical consequence of 
his name being on the index was 
that he would not be able to 
work in his chosen occupation. 

The infringement of the 
public interest in S having ac- 
cess to the courts was greater 
than the necessity to protect the 
index from tbe iorignificam risk 
of impairment of its offectivness 
by an action for defamation. 

Kti® O’Hanlon, Barrister 
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Hague gropes for 
a New Toryism 

WILL THE real Will step forward, please? During the past few weeks there 
have seemed to be two William Hagues str u gg lin g for possession of the 
Tory leader. Like ferrets in a sack they have fought, and the blood is trailed 
across successive half-coherent speeches. Is he a liberal or a conservative, 
a localist or a centralist, a reactionary or a progressive, a preserver of the 
truth and beauty of the Ancient Constitution or a radical moderniser? At 
the moment he seems to be dashing from side to side of the political track 
faster than an Olympic bobsleigh. 

Some say that at this stage in the game, with Tbry recovery still far off, 
inconsistency does not matter. Look at Disraeli and Peel - they rose oat 
of adversity and played two ends against the middle. (Tbry historical con- 
sciousness leaps over such problem figures as Churchill and Thatcher.) Be- 
sides, they say, the Tory leader's priority ought to be opposition; he should 
be harrying the Government ai every turn. But can credible opposition re- 
ally just forget what the Tbry government in power till last May actually 
did. let alone those principles which Toryism is supposed to embody? Agang 
of opportunists calling Tbny Blair opportunist sound a mite unconvincing. 

Yet we hear Francis Maude berating the Dome at every turn, conve- 
niently ignoring who launched the project and oblivious to the support giv- 
en it by the Tbry grandee Michael Heseltine. We see William Hague waving 
his support for constitutional innovations - such as an elected assembly 
for London - with one hand while, with the other, he bats away at the re- 
forms like an irate colonial colonel bothered by mosquitoes. We now love 
local councils, says William Hague, but we hate really-existing local gov- 
ernment as practised in Hackney or Islington or Manchester. 

As for Europe, we hardly need John Redwood's inability to keep the 
lid on his xenophobia to see that this dog has not lain down and died since 
Mr Hague woa the leadership; it just lies there, a political Hound of the 
Baskervflles, occasionally snarling. The Tbry party, apparently oblivious of 
any responsibility to think constructively about the destiny of this coun- 
try, is left wallowing in the wake of Chancellor Kohl, hoping that his pro- 
ject for monetary union will come adrift, not realising that Tbny Blair has 
positioned himself for better for such an eventuality. 

On the lew occasions since his election when William Hague has shown 
his own instincts he has appeared a not unattractive leader of what there will 
always need to be in British politics -a progressive, pro-property, anti-taxa- 
tion right-of-centre party. Reviled though he was for wearing a baseball cap 
to the NottingHill Carnival, that was the gesture of one who realised where 
our culture bummed, whose own preference is for a politics of induaon. 

But since then be seems to have allowed himself to be continually hemmed 
in. Thke, this week, a plethora of pronouncements on Britain’s electoral 
future. The anal-retentive tendency seems to have conquered. Just why, 
for example, is proportional representation such a threat, either to the Tbty 
party or to the nation? Is the fabric of British political life so stretched, so 
weakened that we cannot afford a glorious experiment in choice and di- 
versity"? If PR were the threat his speech to the Centre for Policy Studies 
would imply, what does Mr Hague offer as an alternative means of per- 
suading people that parliamentary politics is for them, that the system will 
allow them to vote successfully for representatives they can trust? 

Are we any the wiser than we were about Tory ambitions for the House 
of Lords? William Hague, a meritocrat, seems to have been so overawed 
by the lineage of Robert Cranborne (Tory leader in the Lords) that he now 
feels compelled to support the hereditary principle as the basis for a sec- 
ond chamber. Forward to the next century with a gang of drooling, prop- 
erty-owning aristocrats - is that really the kind of thing the Saatchi brothers 
are going to be invited to sell on Mr Hague’s behalf? 

Tbny Blair ought, we believe, to be a lot more radical in his thinking. 
But at least New Labour has begun the process of political renewal. What 
have the Tories to lose by joining the hunt for new forms by which the pop- 
ular voice can find expression, new methods to secure people's assent to 
political decisions? On this week's evidence William Hague is still too much 
a captive of his party’s stick-in-the-mud wing. His very future as party leader, 
let alone the future capacity of the Tbries to fight the good democratic fight 
depends on his breaking free. 

Male Crusties’ Club 



IT MIGHT call itself after Maty the Good, but no Maiys, or Ursulas, Sheilas 
or Joans arc to be made welcome in the Si John’s Wood home of the MCC 
It s tempting, in response to that vote, to invoke Groucho Marx’s princi- 
ple -what good woman (or self-respecting man for that matter) would want 
to be a member of such a club? A substantial minority is evidently made 
up of crusties whose misogyny and fear of change outstrips their sense of 
public responsibility. 

And isn't that the real point here? The issue has nothing to do with gen- 
der on the pitch; it is about a social club with a public and to some extent a 
political identity. The MCC is one of those peculiar British institutions which, 
ostensibly private, has acquired official rcsponsibiliies. It regulates the laws, 
of the game of crickeL As such it cannot just stand aside from history or 
lhat (slow) process by which our society recognises the existence of women 
in its public space and, gradually and grudgiqgly, its male power-holders make 
way for them to share it The members of the MCC may not tike it but they 
symbolise the width of institutional exclusion. Their vote sends a signal, both 
at home and overseas. It is affected, anachronistic and wrong. 



18/COMMENT 

— PICTURI OF THEjS? 


Open door: this photograph by David Rose of Gerry Adams leaving the Sinn Fein offices in Belfast comes from a portfolio that won for The Independent the tide of 
Newspaper of the Year In the British Picture Editors* Awards, announced yesterday. The paper also received an award for best use of Made and white photography 


What now for Iraq? 

THE AGREEMENT reached over 
the weekend in Baghdad can be at- 
tributed to the show of force in the 
Gulf, unanimity at the critical moment 
in the UN Security Council, and the 
determination and skill of the Sec- 
retary General While the immediate 
task is to ensure that the work of the 
inspectors will indeed proceed with- 
out interference, other aspects of the 
crisis should not be neglected. 

First, the plight of the long-suf- 
fering people of Iraq. Last week, on 
the initiative of the United Kingdom, 
the Security Council agreed to an in- 
crease in the amount of humanitar- 
ian aid available to them. The 
citizens of Iraq deserve to be told, 
by all possible means, not only that 
they have the sympathy of the in- 
ternational community but that their 
suffering will end if their leaders now 
honour the promises to allow 
weapons inspector free movement 
which they first made in 1991 and re- 
peated lak weekend. 

Second, respect for the dignity of 
Iraq, to which representatives of the 
regime attach special importance. 
Such respect would lx readily forth- 
coming were it not for the Iraqi 
regime's persistent disregard of its 
oblig^ons under Article 55 of the UN 
Chatter. This calls on member states 
to promote “vniversal respect for, and 
observance of, human rights and 
fundamental freedoms for all”. The 
] fob of March will mark the tenth an- 
niversary of the slaughter by chemi- 
cal weapons of several thousand 
inhabitants of the Kurdish town of Ha- 
labja. Nor has the fate of thousands 
ofShia inhabitants of the marshes in 
southern Iraq following the Gulf 
war been forgotten. The United Na- 
tions should now pursue the search 
fora remedy for the inconsst ency be- 
tween Artide 55 and Arlide Z.7. which 
precludes intervention in matters 
“within the domesticj'urisdiction of 
any member state”. 

Third, the emphasis the United 
States has placed on the importance 
of strict compliance with UN reso- 
lutions Has prompted comparisons 
between American attitudes to Iraq 
and to the deadlocked peace process 
between the Palestinians and IsraeL 

The point has been made tiiat Israel 
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remains in breach of a number of UN 
resolutions. There is an opportuni- 
ty here for the Prime Minister to use 
the UK's presidency of the European 
Union to promote a European ap- 
peal to President (Hinton, with whom 
he has established a dose working 
relationship, to adopt a more bal- 
anced policy towards the Middle 
East. This, he could argue, would 
serve wider Western interests in 
this important region. 

Sir TERENCE CLARK 
Ambassador to Iraq 1985-89 
Sir STEPHEN EGERTON 
Ambassador to Iraq 1980-82 
Sir DONALD MAITLAND 
UK Representative to the UN 1975- 
74; to the EC 1975-79 
Sir JOHN MOBERLY 
Ambassador to Iraq 1982-85 
DAVID SUMMERHAYES 
Ambassador to the Disarmament 
Committee, Geneva, 1979-82 
Sir HAROLD WALKER 
Ambassador to Iraq 1990-91 
Bath 

SADDAM HUSSEIN recognises 
when it is necessary to take one step 
back in order to be able to take two 
steps forward later on. 

He will now do what is neccssaiy 
to get the UN inspectons off his back 
and out of Iraq as quickly as possi- 
ble. With sanctions consequently 
lifted, he will buy new weapons, and 
rebuild his chemical and germ war- 
fare capabilities. The latter arc 
cheap and quick 10 construct, and are 
easily camouflaged as food, phar- 
maceutical or chemical industries - 
as the UN has found. 

Bill Oioton won't still be around 
in three years; Saddam will. He can 
afford to gamble on a less resolute 
US, an inconsequential Britain and 
an indecisive EU. With no UN in- 
spectors to keep him in check, there 
is every prospect of an escalated re- 
peat showing of this latest Gulf cri- 
sis at the start of the- Third 
Millennium - but with a different 


outcome. The need to be rid of Sad- 
dam has not gone away. 

PHILIP RATCUFFE 
Maidenhead, Berkshire 

CLINTON and Blair say it is their 
threat of force which has created the. 
diplomatic agreement' and Averted 1 
(for the moment) their bombing of 
Iraq. It is surely the widespread op- 
position to the war by people in 
America and Britain which has 
made these overgrown playground 
bullies back down. 

But the bombs arc still in their 
bands. We will not be safe until the 
sanctions are ended and ail the 
troops and weapons pulled out 
JOHN NICHOLSON 
Manchester 

Right to roam 

ROBIN HANBUKYTENISON (let- 
ter, 23 February) seems to think that 
voluntary agreanents oa access to the 
countryside are the best way forward. 

Unfortunately this has not been 
the case. The J 949 Countryside Act 
made provision for voluntary agree- 
ments and. to quote Angela Eagle, 
Under-Sccrclary of State at the De- 
partment of Environment, Transport 
and the Regions: “Although some use 
has been made of existing access pro- 
vision, generally, Ihcy have not been 
implemented sufficiently widely.” 

Voluntary agreements can also be 
broken. Would the landowners be 
quite so keen to allow access If a gov- 
ernment less sympathetic to ramblers 
were in power and there were no 
threat of introducing right- to- roam 
legislation? 

STEVE BARBER 
Beeston, Nottinghamshire 

1 AM delighted to see responsible 
members of tbe public using the foot- 
paths and bridle-ways lhat run across 
ray farm. 1 have a busy main road lhat 
runs through the middle and the ad- 
joining banks and hedgerows are lit- 


tered with empty cans, cartons and 
all manner of plastic and paper. Do 
we want this type of pollution ail over 
the countryside? 

Very careful consideration of 
these problems must be undertaken 
if the countryside is to be protected. 
: T HARDING ' 

Breamore, Hampshire 

False Masons 

MR MILLER is not ashamed to ad- 
mit he is a Freemason (letter, 24 Feb- 
ruary). Good for him. My problem 
is that secrecy allows others to claim 
membership which cannot be 
checked. 

I work with victims of abuse by 
healthcare professionals, psychia- 
trists, GPs, psychiatric nurses and so 
on. When those who have suffered 
long-term sexual abuse begin to 
show signs of independence, it is sur- 
prising bow often they arc told, 
“You won’t get anywhere if you Uy 
to complain about me. I am a 
Freemason.” 

It may be that this is merely a fic- 
titious pJqy by people wc know to be 
skilled manipulators; but if there 
were an open register, at least non- 
members would not be able to make 
such a claim. 

JEAN ROBrNSON 
Oxford 

Gents in the loo 

REPORTING on the MCC vole 
over exclusion of women (24 Feb- 
ruary), you list 10 differences be- 
tween men and women, including: 
“Women hang toilet paper to curl 
over at the top of the roll; men have 
it peeping out from underneath.” 

I have never known any man re- 
place a loo roll, either curling over 
or peeping out. Where did you find 
them? Certainly not in the Long 
Room. * 

SUSAN FREEMAN 
Hampton Hill, Middlesex 


Titanic injustice 

THE FILM, Titanic gives an unfair 
portrayal of my grandfather, Bruce jp 
Ismay, chairman of the White Star 
line. Please allow me to set the 
record straight. 

The film shows Ismay urging 
Captain Smith to increase speed, in 
order to gain favourable publicity by 
arriving in New York ahead of 
schedule. According to W J Old- 
ham's The Ismay Line, quite the re- 
verse is true. Before sailing. Smith 
received Ismay’s instructions, “Un- 
der no circumstances whatsoever is 
the Titanic to arrive before 5am on 
Wednesday morning at the Amhrose 
Light Vessel." This was in line with 
company policy, which put cumfnrl 
before speed. Also, it was Ismay's 
practice never to interfere in the run- 
ning of a ship on which he was trav- 
elling. Both points were made at the 
subsequent inquiries. 

After the collision. Ismay worked 

for nearly two hours helping people ^ 
into the boats. He only left when, 
there being no more women in 
sight on the deck, he was ordered 
into the last boat, as it was being low- 
ered. This account comes from an 
affidavit made to the American in- 
quiry by Mr A H Weikman. barber 
on the Titanic . 

I believe there should be a code 
of practice for film-makers, which 
would enforce adherence to ac- 
cepted facts. In this instance, Bruce 
Ismay’s character was blackened 
purely for dramatic effect. 

1 cun write with some authority 
and, 1 think, impartiality on this mat- 
ter. since Bruce Ismay's successor 
the chairmanship. Harold Sander 
son. was my other grandfather 
ALAN SANDERSON 
London W2 

Too old for the Dome? 

WHAT ABO UT the people, like me 
Who hope to be 70 in 20tX) - The con- 
tents of the Millennium Dome seem 
la be lor those aged 45 or less As 
far as Iran sec it is not a place I shall 
visit. This letter comes from 
e-mail address - yes 7 !1 "T 
nm user! ^ m “ n 

MARY HODGES 

Oxford 


That millennium - the big stories you wouldn't have thought of in a thousand years 



MILES 

KINGTON 


1 WAS up in London the other day help- 
ing to plan the March Against The Coun- 
tryside (yes, the tittle-known March 
AGAINST The Countryside, planned as 
a counterblast to the Countryside March 
- but more about this tomorrow ). Any- 
way. so there l was m London when I 
bumped into my old friend Adrian War- 
dour-Slreet, the doyen of the PR business, 
the man who mokes Max Clifford look like 
Max Clifford. I steered him into the near- 
est catering establishment and asked him 
what he was working on now. 

“It’s the big one.” said Adrian. “The 
Millennium.” 

“Oh, no -don’t tell me you’ve got mixed 
up with the Peter MandcUon crowd!” 

“The Dome gnome? No, no - nothing 
like that. I'm heading up the new Millen- 
nium Press Authority." 

“The WHAT?” 

Adrian looked around to make sure no- 


body was listening, and leant towards tne 
confidentially. 

“Has it ever occurred lo you how 
many stories are gping to be generated by 
the Millennium? Big, big. stories? And 1 
don’t mean tittle Dome stories - 1 mean 
world stories!" 

“What 'sort of stories?” 

“WelL stories about the first baby in the 
world to be bora in the 21st century. About 
the last person to die in the 20lh century. 
About the twins who were bom ten min- 
utes apart - but in different centuries!” 

“What twins?" 

“Well, we don’t know who they are you 
but there arc bound to be some. There al- 
ways are. A pair of twins bom just either 
side of midnight on 31 December 1999! 
•We’re the same age - but centuries 
apart!’ Sensational! That’s the sort of sto- 
ry we’re after. So well be keeping track 
of all sets of twins likely to be born that 


day, and splashing the names of the lucky 
ones the next morning'” 

“Lucky?” 

“Well, unlucky for them, but lucky for 
us. We’re also keeping track of all old peo- 
ple born in the last year or two of the Vic- 
torian era." 

“Why?" 

“WHY? Because anyone bom in 1899 
who survives to AD 2000 will have lived 
in three different centuries, that’s why! 
What a story! And wc’U be covering every 
development in the South Seas..." 

“Why the South Seas?" 

“Oh, for heaven’s sake, because that’s 
where tbe International Date Line is and 
that's where the new century will start first! 
Think of ail the stories about the people 
who travelled then: specially - ami the ones 
who missed it! T overslept and missed the 
MflUmnitHn/saj* Yorkshire man. ‘W.* went 
back in time' say Australian couple who 


sailed their boat over the Date Line from 
the new centuiy into the old! And we know 
all about the people who want lo be the 
first in the new centuiy, but what about 
those who want to stay as long us possible 
in 1999 and are the last to leave the old 
centuiy, just across the Date Line on the 
wrong side? What about them, eh? Oh. 
I here If he massesof stories. As long as the 
Millennium Press Authority can keen 
tabs on them." 

”Thix is all a bit remote, though," I said. 
“What about millennium stories closer to 
home?" 

“Masses of them," he said. - 1 January 
2CJCX1. The First 2lst Century New Year Ho- 
nours List. Arise, Sir Peter Maoddson." 

“You’re kidding!" 

"Am I? Whit and find oul Then there 
will he features nn Princess Diana - 'Our 
First Century without Diana!’ or “The New 
Century - What Would Diana Have 


• null! UUUIC DDg... 

“The MHlcnniu] 
"Yes. We’re goii 
that the MiUcnniui 
to computers, but tii 
as well, being una 
change of the cemi 

lapse some time in d 
uaiy.wiib tremend 
“Is there any m 
“I sincerely hope 
knighthood will E( 
docs.” B 

"Your knighthot 
“You can only lit 
mt, winking. “Ment 
if you can. Never too 
"Consider it dor 
an.” 

I won’t swear t 
blushed. 







19/COMMENT 


THE INDEPENDENT 
THURSDAY 26 FEBRUARY |Mg 

19 


i 

f 

I 

i 

I 


j 




Pity the rich Swiss - they have 
to accept their own normality 



RUPERT 

CORNWELL 


Berne -- Panic in paradise? Well, noi quite. 
Bui a visa to Switzerland in early 1998 is a 
distinctly disconcerting experience. Now the 
conseivative Swiss are not ones to qet carried 
away. But in its sedate fashion the place is in 
ferment. It s not that BSE has broken out on 
me scented Alpine pastures, or that poverty 
beckons For Europe's richest countiy, still as 
nnnously expensive as ever. Scratch a little 
deeper though, and you are amazed. As nev- 
er before perhaps in the 350 years of the mod- 
ern slate, the assumptions on which 
Switzerland is based are under challenge. Up 
in the mountains, the glaciers arc retreating 
in the face of global wanning. Down in the 
plains and valleys, where Switzerland meets 
the outside world, it is frozen history that is 
melting. And not before time. 

Switzerland is a prisoner of its myth. For 
the Swiss, theirs has been the land apart, which 
thanks to its valour, industry and good sense 
had avoided the traumas that engulfed the rest 
of Europe. It has seen itself as the purest dis- 
tillation of independence and neutrality, un- 
derpinned by an Athenian system of direct 
democracy envied by the rest of us. And envy 
it we did. Depression, world wars, cold wars, 
the birth of a new Europe - come what may, 
Switzerland sailed serenely onward, rich and 
contented. No longer. From both the past and 
the present, the Swiss myth is under siege. 

The catalyst of course has been the Nazi- 
gold controversy. The end of the Cold War, 
had buried allegations of Swiss collaboration 
with the Nazis under the greater need to con- 
tain the Russians. Periodically, doubts would 
crop up. even in Switzerland; but basically the 
myth survived; heroism, not expediency, 
saved the Swiss from the Third Reich. 

Well Switzerland now learns, not quite. The 
revelations of dormant accounts, fresh details 
of how the country was Hitler's financial con- 
duit to the rest of the world and how it turned 
many lews away - all erode the way the coun- 
try regards itself. Not unnaturally, the Swiss 
are searching around for culprits. Some blame 
jealous foreigners for exaggerating modest sins 
into huge iniquities, others blame the banks 
for their obsession with secrecy and their heart- 
less treatment of Holocaust survivors seeking 
money hidden by murdered relatives. And of 
course others blame the Jews. But gradually, 
one senses, reality is dawning. The country was 
not an active collaborator of Nazism; indeed 
it behaved better than either France or Aus- 
tria, and its role may be compared to that of 
Sweden. But neither was it perfect. 

And the extent of that imperfection wflj be 
revealed. The Swiss are nothing if not metic- 
ulous. Three separate investigations are un- 
derway into the country's behaviour. A first 
detailed report in April will deal with the gold 
dealings: the word is that it will be “very crit- 
ical." Others will follow on the conduct of Swiss 


insurance companies, trading in tooled art, and 
more besides. But the broad conclusion is al- 
ready clear. Entirely surrounded by Axis 
powers and dependent on outside raw mate- 
rials, Switzerland did what it had to do - whai 
most others would have done: it compromised. 

Now rum history forward half a century. 
Once more Switzerland is surrounded. This 
time the cncirrier takes the more benign shape 
of the European Union, but again the limits 
of “independence" are exposed. The Swiss 
Government is now committed to joining the 
EU. As Flavio CollL who currently holds the 
rotating presidency of the federation points 
out, it has scant choice in the matter “A coun- 
try remaining outside has to pay the price oF 
isolation." Berne and the EU are presently ne- 
gotiating a bilateral agreement, which amounts 
to a pre-accession treaty and which might well 
founder on u transport dispute. But the sense 
of the process is clear. Switzerland is in a cor- 
ner. As in 1 939, it must get the best deal if can. 

Conceivably, clinging to an imagined in- 
dependence. the country may yet turn its back 
on the EU. But even if it does, the new Eu- 
rope has already undermined that other 
holy canon of neutrality. Strip away the 
myth, and you realise neutrality was an in- 
strument to keep Switzerland out of wars be- 
tween overwhelmingly more powerful 
neighbours. But today, war between Germany 
and France is inconceivable. Swiss neutrali- 
ty in its old fashioned sense is an irrelevance: 


+ 


in the Cold Whr the country was taken for 
granted as part of the West Now a more hum- 
drum neutrality beckons, like that of Sweden, 
Austria, or Ireland. 

But such a realisation is not a cause for jcry. 
The embrace of Europe is reluctant, born not 
of idealism but necessity. Already Switzerland 
must shape its economic laws with one eye 
on the EU. Full membership implies, perforce, 
greater centralisation and a weakening of the 
cherished system of referenda and town hall 
derision-making If the Euro succeeds, another 
symbol of nationhood, the Swiss franc, is also 
doomed. And even Switzerland's legendary 
500,000-sirong citizens militia, each with a ri- 
fle under the bed, trained to blow up the 
mountain passes to save the motherland at 
the first trump of an Alpine horn, may be no 
more. Save the motherland from whom ? 
There are now proposals fora 10,000 man pro- 
fessional standing army. In this moment of self- 
questioning, nothing is sacred. 

Is this the end of “Swiss-ness”? Of course 
not - no more than the EU has drained the 
nationhood from France, Britain or Italy. But 
for once the expression “turning point" is not 
a cliche. A senior member of one of the com- 
missions says, “I see us in the UN in five or 
ten years, and then inside the EU.” No more 
splendid isolation, fewer myths, no more Swiss 
exccptionaJism. Just a small, extremely 
wealthy country at the very heart of Europe. 
For most of us, such normality would indeed 
be paradise. For Switzerland, adjustment to 
it is a trauma. 


Bombs, bullets and hard words: 
but there still is hope in Ulster 



The Orange citadel of Portadown, after Monday's bomb Brian Utde/PA 


The peace process grinds 
slowly on but says David 
McKittrick, there may 
yet be a compromise 
Gerry Adams and David 
Trimble can live with 

ITS actually something of a mercy that 
Tony Blair and Mo Mowlam have im- 
posed a time-limit on the Northern Ire- 
land peace process, insisting as they have 
that the multi-party talks must conclude 
within a matter of months. There will 
then be referendums north and south 
in early May. London and Dublin hope 
these will endorse a plan for an ambi- 
tious new dispensation aimed at trans- 
forming Northern Ireland into a more 
stable and thus ultimately more peace- 
ful slate. 

This is a mercy parity because it will 
concentrate the minds of the more fear- 
ful politicians who are often tempted to 
filibuster rather than cut a deal- But it's 
also a blessing in that it wflf limit the time 
available to those intent on using death 
and destruction to wreck the peace 
process. 

If the past few months are anything 
to go by. the path to the May referen- 
dums will probably be punctuated by acts 
of violence from the more murderous 
of Northern Ireland’s blizzard of 
acronyms. The CAC (Continuity Army 
Council), INLA (Irish National Liber- 
ation Army) and LVF (Loyalist Volun- 
teer Force) will all be trying hard. All 
three of these have already shown their 
ability to unsettle the process with 
shootings and bombings; as the May 
deadline approaches they will try to de- 
rail it completely. 

Although these are small groups their 
violence can have powerful effects. 
The two recent bombings of the Protes- 
tant towns of Moira and Portadown, 
which look to be the work of the CAC 
embitter the Unionist community and 
give its politicians even less room to ma- 
noeuvre. They also, especially with the 
attack on the Orange citadel of Porta- 
down, practically beg groups such as the 
LVF, which is based there, to hit back. 
And when they go out and kill Catholics, 
as they probably will, the republican 
grassroots will press the IRA to retali- 
ate. 

Thus groups which are outside the 
process can exert an indirect but pow- 
erful force on those inside the talks. 
Thus, too, the whole psychology of the 
process can be changed. Those Union- 
ists, for example, who are prepared io 
contemplate a historic new deal in- 
volving republicans, look at the ruins of 
Moira and Portadown and wonder 
whether the peace process is meaning- 
less. If they believe David Trimble, the 
bombs were the work of the treacher- 
ous IRA; if they believe the RUC, the 
CAC was responsible. Either way, as 
they are asked to make a serious and 
politically costly effort to reach out to 
the other side, the prospect is that some 
republicans are going to keep on bomb- 
ing anyway, settlement or no settlement. 


For the exercise to be successful in 
May, the two governments are going to 
have to come up with something which 
was once unthinkable, and whichls stHl 
a very tall order. That is to say, it will 
have to be something that David Trim- 
ble and Gcny Adams both fed they can 


go live with. A couple of years ago the 
veiy idea would have been laughed out 
of court; how on earth, it would be asked, 
could it be expected that a Unionist and 
a republican might find common 
ground? 

It is still the case that the ultimate 
aims of Unionism and republicanism are 


logically incompatible, since the first 
wants to strengthen the union while the 
latter wants to break it. But there have 
been tantalising glimpses of some in- 
terim settlement, in the here and now 
rather than the green or Orange utopi- 
an mists, that might allow both to co- 


exist, however uneasily. But it hardly 
needs to be said that there are an ex- 
traordinary number of difficulties to be 
overcome before this could become re- 
ality. For one thing, there are dearly fac- 
tions on both the republican and 
Unionist sides who want nothing to do 
with the talks process. 


This opposition is most visible on the 
Unionist side where the Rev Ian Pais- 
ley, who two years ago took more than 
a third of the Unionist vole, regularly 
denounces the whole thing. And with 
four of David Trimble's ten MPs urging 
him to walk out of the talks one can see 
why be constantly looks over his shou I- 
der. 

The pattern is different on the re- 
publican side, but the fact that the IRA 
carried out two recent killings - sanc- 
tioned. by all accounts, by its leaders - 
shows that hot everyone in the repub- 
lican movement feels that the first pri- 
ority is to keep Sinn Fein in talks. 
Somebody in there either wants them 
out, or is pretty much indifferent on the 
issue. 

The facl that Sinn Fein are under- 
going a two-week suspension in the “sin- 
bin” is a further source of instability. 
Although Sinn Fein were among the 
principal architects of the process, 
many of the republican grassroots, an- 
gered by the expulsion, now question the 
value of a return to talks. They proba- 
bly will go back in, though not meekly. 

The weeks after that should deter- 
mine whether or not the talks process 
will or will not work. Most of the main 
participants will be heading off to 
Washington for the jollifications and pol- 
iticking of St Patrick’s Day, March 17, 
after which will come the most crucial 
period of alL Most involved now agree 
that they should he spirited away by the 
two governments, away from the media's 
questing microphones, for a final in- 
tensive negotiating session. By that 
stage the parties should have in front of 
them a draft agreement, drawn up per- 
haps tty London and Dublin or perhaps 
by talks chairman George Mitchell. 

This make-or-break session is to be 
slotted in between St Patrick's Day and 
Good Friday, which this year fails on 
April 10. If a deal is struck then, the 
weeks after Easier will be taken up by 
the referendum campaigns, with those 
supporting the new deal attempting to 
stave off the objections of those opposed 
to it 

It is unrealistic to expect that all this 
will take place against a background of 
peace: CAC, INLA, LVF and so on will 
see it as their duty to wreck the thing. 
There might also be splits inride the IRA 
or within the loyalist organisations in- 
volved in the talks, who may find it im- 
possible to swallow the kind of 
compromises that will be necessary. A 
glance back shows just how many ob- 
staclesare strewn across the path to the 
referendums. And even after success- 
ful referendums. more difficulties will 
lie ahead as the representatives of tra- 
ditions who have opposed each other for 
centuries are called upon to cooperate 
to make new structures work. 

The deaths and political disagree- 
ments of recent months have bad a 
dispiriting effect in Belfast, ensuring that 
the old bitternesses remain as jagged as 
ever. But disillusionment has not yet be- 
come despair, and hope is still alive: 
hope that for all the setbacks things are 
still moving, however slowly, in a posi- 
tive direction; hope that all those dead- 
ly obstacles may yet be surmounted. 


The two governments are going to have to 
come up with something which was once 
unthinkable, and which is still a very tall order 


By the waters of the Thames, I sat down and wept ... 



DAVID 

MELLOR 


The jumble of ideas 
revealed for the 
Dome is a reason 
for genuine sadness 


I AM again st the Millennium 
Dome. It gives me no pleasure 
to say so, since many of those 
closely involved in the project are 
very able, and some, like 
Michael Grade, very good 
friends for whom my admiration 
is almost boundless. Nor do 1 
condemn the Government's en- 
thusiasm for the scheme for base 
party political reasons. I am 
merely being consistent. I con- 
demned it when the Conserva- 
tives sought stumblingty to give 
life to this grotesque white ele- 
phant, and must continue to do 

so now Labour have clasped the 

wretched creature to their bo- 
som. I heard nothing at the Fes- 
tival Hall launch on Tuesday to 
convince me that at a time of real 
austerity in public expenditure, 
this is anything other than a lam- 


entable diversion of much need- 
ed resources from other far 
more worthwhile projects. 

I am astonished that a gov- 
ernment normally so sure-foot- 
ed in judging the public mood 
has taken on the uphill task of 
persuading many millions of 
sceptics up and down the nation 
that something to justify the 
enormous outlay can be creat- 
ed in the time remaining. How 
ironic to use the Festival Hall 
when Richard Rogers's gen- 
uinely inspired makeover of the 
South Bank, which has on one 
site the greatest concentration 
of ails activities in the world, is 
being delayed for want of funds. 
It is surety ridiculous that the 
South Bank wflj continue to look 
like a discarded set from A 
Clockwork Orange through the 


millennium and beyond while 
(his fundamentally pointless and 
purposeless dome flourishes. 

The Dome in truth is a lot 
of money chasing a trig idea, and 
chasing it against a time frame 
that is becoming impossibly 
short. There were boasts yes- 
terday about the £60ra forth- 
coming. after much arm 
twisting, from the private sec- 
tor. Nothing was said of the 
£90m still outstanding and 
which no one seems enthusi- 
astic to contribute. Against a 
background of bickering, and 
the obvious Lack of a single in- 
spirational figure of genius to 
give the thing life and value, in- 
creasingly desperate attempts 
are being made to persuade us 
that the dome will contain 
enough magic to be void le voy- 


age. Bui to my mind it is an im- 
possible task to turn the jum- 
ble of ideas presented on 
TUesday into something with the 
overarching coherence neces- 
sary to give the project life. 

The celebrations of the mil- 
lennium went wrong almost as 
soon as the idea emerged five 
years ago. It might have been 
possible then to have started 
projects of real worth, on a 
number of sites throughout the 
nation, to give to posterity 
buDdings that spoke of our age 
as eloquently as places such as 
the Houses of Parliament or St 
Paul’s Cathedral speak of 
theirs. But that was not to be; 
such ideas were too big for the 
minds then assembled to bring 
them to pass. The whole thing 
deteriorated, first into a des- 


perate trawl through the nation 
for ideas, out of which emerged 
a series of millennium village 
hail type projects of uncon- 
cealable bathos, and then, once 
the great exhibition idea had 
been filched from the past, yet 
more wrangling over where 
the project should be located 
and who should run it. 

Such was the state of things 
when Labour were elected, 
that everyone would have un- 
derstood if they had pulled the 
plug. Bui they haven’t, and 
they now face a seriously uphill 
struggle to rescue their own 
credibility leave aside the 
Dome's. I do not gloat over any 
of this. 1 just fed desperately sad 
that when it could all have 
been so different, it has in feet 
come to this. 



unveiled the artists 
illennium Dome's fn- 

, immediately thought, 

n’t 1 seen this before ; 
dnejy like the interior 
iss pyramid Luxor Ho- 
? n the Las Vegas Strip., 
one of Pan- 
dora’s favou- 
rite leisure 
spots- Indeed 
there is 3 
black glass 
pvramid in 
the Dome- 
And a huge 

Sphinx-like 

statue domi- 
nating l *? e 
scene, as in 
about the floating 
les? They're not a 

m ,«Lux« sc r" 

, tables and P f ’ 1 ' er 


room. We called the New Millenni- 
um Exhibition Company and asked 
spokesman Terrence Gibbons if any- 
one from Nevada had been involved 
in the design of the Dome planning. 
-No aU the designers are from Lon- 
don,- he insisted. And was there go- 
ing to be any gambling in the pome? 
“No, this is going to be a wholesome 
exhibition, aimed at children.” Not 
even a single betting shop or any Lot- 
tery scratchcards for sale. “No.” How 
strange to build a Ve^s casino m 
Docklands, hailed by Tbny Blair as 
-the mo* exciting place m the world , 

but exclude gambling. 

And particularly unfair to the na- 
tion's punters who. after all, have oon- 
£»n to the Dome via their 

lottery bets. 

One of the principal 

sors of the Dome, Manpower the IK’S 

^Zesi employment agency has 



named “Work Zone" and the equal- 
ly Fascinating- sounding “Skills 

Olympics”. This generous act of al- 
trtdsniinay have something to do with 
the fact that one of Manpower’s 
fiercest competitors, Reed Employ- 
ment eiyoys a very friendly relation- 
ship with the Government. It's 
chairman Alec Reed (who donated 
£100,000 the Labour Party election 
war-chest) is now a valued consultant 
to the Government on employment 


and educational issues. Moreover, 
Reed Employment is a lead organi- 
zation in the “New Deal for the Un- 
employed”. When you think about it, 
£100,000 looks remarkably cheap 
compared to £12m. 

When Special Branch investigators 
looking at the infiltration of NF fas- 
cists into football hooliganism re- 
ported that one of the worst trouble 
spots appeared to be Brighton and 
Hove Albion, eyebrows were raised. 
Apparently entire terraces at 
Brighton’s grounds had been chant- 
ing, “Seig Heflf Seig Heflr Since when 
had the most famous of all genteel 
English seaside towns become home 
to a legion of jackboot-wearing, skin- 
head racist thugs? Another investi- 
gator, this one presumably less 
acoustically impaired, was dispatched, 
io the same. His report the crowd was 

actually chanting the Brighton team’s 
nickname; “Seagulls! Seagulls. 1 " 


“ Sally Emerson writes Eke a dangerous 
angel ” reads the dust-jacket puff on the 
hack of her most recent novel 'Heat'. 
Who contributed this edgy acclaim to 
a book described elsewhere on its cov- 
er as “a magnificent, ensnaring, erotic 
novel" by the wife of Peter Stothard, ed- 
itor of ‘The Times'? None other than 
Douglas Adams, the bestselling New. Age 
gum and intergalactic hitchhiker. Now 
why should he feel endangered by 
Emerson Is passionate prose ? 

On the bright side of Zippeigate. Clin- 
ton has just received the Kennedy seal 
of approval. John Kennedy Jr. says 
that he believes Clinton when be de- 
nies having improper sex in the White 
House, particularly under the desk in 
the Oval Office. “I was under that desk 
a lot 35 years ago and I can tell you 
there is barely room for a three year 
old." 

Pandora 
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Commercial Union’s £|5bn merger with 
GA leaves 3,000 UK jobs in jeopardy 


By Andrew Verity 


•**■*■** 

Strong GRE results 
put Insurance sector 
in merger spotlight 
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Commercial Union and Gen- 
eral Accident, two of the UK’s 
largest insurance companies, 
yesterday attempted to create 
one of the biggest insurers in 
Europe with a £l5bn merger 
that will lead to the loss of 3,000 
British jobs. 

Executives of both compa- 
nies said the merger would give 
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birth to a world-scale, interna- 
tional insurance group which 
would rank ninth in continen- 
tal Europe by market value. 

World-wide, SjOOO jobs wQl go 
in an effort to extract £225m a 
year in cost savings after the 
merger is completed. The two 
companies yesterday said a one- 
offsum of£300m would be spent 
m order to impfetuent the saving. 

The combined group, to be 
known by the three initials 


OGU, win have a workfwjde 
staff of roughly 53,000. It will be 
the second biggest general in- 
surer in the UK, after Royal & 
Sun Alliance, with a market 
share of 10 per cent, and the fifth 
biggest life insurer, hdkfiog more 
than 5 per cent of the market 

If shareholders approve die 
merger, Sir John Carter, chief 
executive of Commercial Union, 
will retire in June in favour of 
Bob Scott; chief executive of 
General Accident. Pehr Gyi- 
lenhammar, currently chairman 
of CU, will lead a board con- 
sisting of four directors 
and three from GA. 

Sir John yesterday said there 
were significant new opportuni- 
ties in Europe as private savings 
and insurance policies were used 

to top up state protection. “Both 
compamesbeli^ foal CGU will 
be much more strongly posi- 
tioned to capitalise on these op- 
portunities than either company 
could op its own,” be said. 

Unions yesterday gave a 
tentative welcome to the merg- 
er, calling the combined com- 
pany a “positive force” which 
could survive in a competitive 
market But they warned they 
would need firm assurances on 
compulsory redundancies. 

Roger Lyons, general sec- 
retary of the Manufacturing, 
Science and Finance union, 
yesterday said: “The MSF will 
be seeking urgent consultations 
and agreement with both GA 
and CU to avoid any involun- 
tary redundancies arising from 
this proposed merger. 

“Financial sector mergers are 
threatening too many quality 
jobs and careers and so the MSF 
will be taking ail necessary steps 
to safeguard the thousands of jobs 
in Scotland, York, Stevenage 
and other centres, while seeking 
to retain a realistic branch 
network across the UK.” 


By Lea Paterson 
and Andrew Verity 
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Sir John Carter, chief executive of Commercial Union (left), with Bob Scott, group chief executive of General 
Accident following the announcement yesterday that the two insurers are to merge Photograph: FT 


Executives said they hoped 
to shed jobs among the 10 per 
cent of staff that left the com- 
panies each year. But they re- 
fused to rule out compulsory 
redundancies. Directors were 
unable to specify how many of 
the group's brancheswould dis- 
appear but said closures would 
be spread across the UK. 

Industry observers expect 
many of the job losses to fall in 


London, while the group keeps 
stinnned-down operations in 
Glasgow, York, Dundee and 
Croydon. 

The merger may lead to an 
improvement in job prospects 
in Perth, borne of GA’s head 
office, where the new group will 
bouse its combined general in- 
surance arms, leading to an 
expansion of its Scottish staff. 
General insurance makes up the 


majority of new business going 
to both groups. 

Mr Scott said the £2 25m in 
cost savings would flow from 
shedding staff, cutting surplus 
property and by using the 
same IT systems. IT is the 
biggest element of capital ex- 
penditure at Commercial 
Union. “It is becoming in- 
creasingly complex and in- 
creasingly costly to establish IT 


systems. Merging these two 
companies will give us what we 
need to establish common sys- 
tems to save on IT costs,” Mr 
Scott said. 

The City reacted coolly to 
the deal and sharply marked 
down the shares in both com- 
panies. CU slipped to 1103p 
from 1 130p while GA dropped 
by 85 points to 1370p. 
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Shares ifl the insurance sector 
received a double boost yes- 
terday as merger-mania, on 
the back of the Commercial 
Union/General Accident deal 
combined with the publication 
of strong results from 

Prudential and Guardian Roy- 
al Exchange. 

A 41 per cent profits leap 
at GRE did little to dampen 
speculation that the smallest 
of the composite insurers 
needed to do a deal to catch 
up with its competitors. Pre- 
tax profits soared to ££72m, 
more than expected by most 
analysts. The company also an- 
nounced it would return 
£189m of capital to share- 
holders, approximately 20_5p 
per share. 

Oue fund manager said: 
“Guardian is uow the smallest 
company about They are go- 
ing to have to tie up or risk be- 
ing left on the shelf”. GRE is 
seen by many industry com- 
mentators as a prime takeover 
target Shares in GRE finished 
the day up 3425p at 475p. 

Trevor May at Salomon 
Smith Barney said: “It’s quite 
a respectable performance, 
although UK motoring results 
were worse than most people 
were looking for. 1 was quite 
pleased to see a return of 
capital to shareholders”. 

GRE has traded at a dis- 
count to the insurance sector 
for some time because of its 
relatively high exposure to 
the competitive motor insur- 
ance market. 

Not everyone in the City 
shared the view that a merger 
was essential for the insurer. 
Mr May said: “It’s an easy to 
thing to say but it’s not as if the 


company is completely devoid 
of strategy* It’ 5 big enough to 

go it alone if it needs to- ( 

Meanwhile, prudential re- 
ported a sharp fall m profits 
from its UK life insurance 
business in 1997, a year which 
‘ has seen it repeatedly pum- 
melled by regulators over its 
failure to dear up mis-seliing 
of pensions by its sales force. 

Profits from long-term sav- 
ing policies, including en- 
dowments, life insurance and 
pensions, feU by 9 per cent to 
£570m. Much of the fall was 
due to a £27m charge in re- 
spect of £450m which has 
been put aside to compensate 
victims of mis-selling. 

The Pru said Dew business 
profits - just 3 per cent up on ^ 
1996 at £2Q8m - bad been hit 
by lower sales volumes from its 
sales force. The sales team 
were taken off the road for a 
month last summer after reg- 
ulators raised serious objec- 
tions to the Pro’s compliance 
with the rules. 

The UK results marred an 
otherwise upbeat year for the 
Pro which saw operating prof- 
its up by 15 per cent to £895m. 

It announced a rise in dividend 
of 10.4 per cent to 19.1p per 
share. Its shares closed up 
40p at 934p. 

The Pru saw the amount of 
money it manages across the 
world grow by one-third to 
£119bn as it integrated its 
biggest acquisition of last year, 
Scottish Amicable. ^ 

The Pru also made strides 
in the telebanking market, 
where policyholders put 
£900m of fund into the com- 
pany’s new banking subsidiary. 
Last week, it announced it was 
opening a new call centre in 
Derby which will employ 1,500 
new staff. 
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Standard denies 
board split on 
independence 


First Leisure investors poised for revolt over Grade’s pay 


M 


By Andrew Yates 


By Lea Paterson 


Standard Chartered, the in- 
ternational bank, yesterday de- 
nied its board was split on the 
question of independence. 

Speaking at a presentation of 
the bank's annual results, Patrick 
GUI am. Standard's chairman, 
said die board was committed to 
the strategy of independence. 
"This is the unanimous view of 
the Standard Chartered board”, 
he said. Malcolm Williamson, 
the chief executive, added, 
“And I can confirm that-” 

Recent reports had suggest- 
ed Mr W illiamso n had made 
merger overtures to Martin 
Taylor, chief executive of Bar- 
clays. In contrast, Mr Gillatn 
was reported to be m favour of 
independence. 

Earlier this week. Standard 
Chartered issued a statement 
denying it was in merger talks, 
This followed weekend press re- 
ports that Mr Taylor and Mr 
Williamson discussed the possi- 
bility of a merger over dinner in 
an exclusive London restaurant. 

There is still dispute be- 
tween sources at the banks, 
however, about who broached 
the subject of a merger with 
whom. Sources at Standard 
Chartered have categorically 
denied that Mr Williamson 
brought up the possibility of a 
link-up. Sources dose to Mr 
Taylor have suggested that the 
conversation was “not com- 
pletely one-sided". 


Standard Chartered shares 
finished the day up 124p at 
882p. Analysts said the share 
price rise was due partly to the 
better-than-expected results and 
partly to the continued hope in 
some parts of the Cfty that Stan- 
dard Chartered could still forge 
links with a UK banking rival 

Headline pre-tax profits at 
the bank were flat at £870m, 
largely because of sizeable pro- 
visions for bad debts in Asia. 
However, analysts were cheered 
by the strong underlying prof- 
it growth, by hints of future ac- 
quisitions in the Middle East 
and in Asia, and by the bank’s 
apparently prudent approach to 
the Asian crisis. 

The hank made specific pro- 
visions for the crisis of £201 m 
in 1997. It also added £1 00m to 
its general, unspecified debt 
provisions. 

Tim Sykes, analyst at Credit 
Suisse Fust Boston, said: “They 
understand their market and 
theft business mix is voy focused 
on certain areas, tike trade 
finance and consumer lending.” 

Peter Wood, finance direc- 
tor, said the bank had only lost 
money on foreign exchange cm 
one (fay last year. That was on 
2 July, the day when the Thai 
baht devalued 

Mr Gfllam said: “Our 1997 
results demonstrate our 
capacity to produce excellent 
results when our main markets 
in Asia arc suffering consider- 
able turmoil". 


A shareholder revolt is brewing 
ai First Leisure, the bingo to 
bonding group, over Michael 
Grade’s controversial pay pack- 
age. The former head of Chan- 
nel 4 joined the company as 

rhairman lag aim mw smd stands 

to receive more than £4 Jim over 
the next four years. 

Institutional shareholders are 
also angry at the £79,000 paid to 


Michael feyne. First Leisure's 
managing director, to extend his 
contract from one to three years, 
in direct conflict with corporate 
governance guidelines. 

Institutions may seek to block 
the introduction of Mr Grade’s 
new long term incentive pba Sev- 
eral large shareholders are also 
threatening to vote against the re- 
election of three of the group’s 
directors unless First Leisure 
comes up with satisfactory an- 


swers to their grievances. Joe Bol- 
lum, David Ducks and John 
Woolf, who all sit on the remu- 
neration committee that agreed 
the payouts, could face opposi- 
tion to their re-appointment at 
the group's AGM on March 17. 

One fund manager said: “We 
arc seeking clarification on the 
reason for these payments. This 
is far from over and the agm will 
be the focal point for concerns 
from shareholders." 


Institutions have raised con- 
cerns over Lord Rayne and 
Robbie Rayne, the father and 
son team that sits on the remu- 
neration committee. They are 
both directors and substantial 
shareholders of London Mer- 
chant Securities, the property 
group which was an original 
shareholder in First Leisure 
and which still has a major 
stake in the group. Another in- 
stitutional shareholder said: 


“Their attitude to best corporate 
practice looks suspect” 

Mr Grade’s pay s £5 10,000 a 
year, well in excess of the £45QJX) 
he earned as head of Channel 4. 
He is also entitled to a boons for 
achieving a growth in the group's 
earning? per share and dare price 
of just 2 per cent over and above 
the rate of inflation. The maxi- 
mum payout under the scheme 
is£625J)00aysar if Mr Grade can 
achieve 6 percent growtb- 


First Leisure tried tn play 
down the extent of shareholders 
worriesyestatfcy. Graham Coles, 
the group's finance director, said: 
“The institutions have not ex- 
pressed any concerns, to us. The 
performance criteria that Mr|| 
Grade has to meet are tougher 
than those of John Conlan jthe 
group's former chief executive |.“ 
Fast Leisure shares have under- 
psfarmaJ the market tymon: than 
30 per cent in the fast 1 2 months. 


EMI in succession crisis as 
Fifield threatens to quit 


By Nigel Cope 

Gty Correspondent 


Jun Fifield, the head of EMTs 
muse division, fa said to be fu- 
rious with the group's board af- 
ter it blocked his appointment 
as chief executive last Friday. 
Sources dose to EMI Music in 
New York say Mr Fifield fa 
deeply unhappy at not getting 
the job he wanted and the way 
the issue was handled. 

With EMI now looking for 
a new chief executive Mr Fifield 
wifl not stay ai rbe group beyond 
the expiry of his contract next 
March. He may leave well be- 
fore then if the company agrees 
to buy him ouL 

Mr Fifield, known as “Ludy 

Jim” because of tus lavish re- 
muneration, was foe front run- 
ner for the position and most 
observers had expected him to be 
named as chief executive as Sir 
Cofin Southgate, chairman, had 


expressed an interest in stepping 
back to a non-executive role. 

But foe board could not agree 
on foe way the role would be de- 
fined and Sir Colin w 01 now stay 
on as chairman. Mr Fifield had 
wanted free rein with Sir Colin 
having only limited input on a 
non-executive basis. EMI has de- 
nied that the decision was relat- 
ed to boardroom concerns over 
Mr Fifield's pay demands. 

With Mr Fifield ruled out, 
City analysts now expect the top 
job to go to an external candi- 
date. Ken Berry, who runs 
EMTs record labels, was once 
considered a possibility but he 
fa staying in his current petition. 
He will continue foe restructure 
of foe group’s operations which 
have been hit by sluggish salts 
and foe impact of foe financial 
crisis in Asia. 

Mr Beny, who was boro in 
foe UK but lives in California, 
has attracted criticism for pro- 


moting Nancy, his American 
wife, from an executive position 
in charge of “special projects” 
to foe more senior post of vice 
chairman of Virgin Group 
Records last September. There 
have been reports of manage- 
ment unrest at the group with 
some saying Ms Berry treats 
subordinates poorly. 

Ms Berry, 39, earned her 
stripes with her part in signing the 
top-selling Spice Girls for EMI. 
But things have not gone so well 
more recently with artists such as 
Janet Jackson and David Bowie 
failing to deliver high sales. 

There has also been disquiet 
over Ms Berry's high-octane 
lifestyle which is said to indude 
lavish parties at foe couple's Bel 
Air mansion and friendships with 
rock stars. There has been spec- 
ulation dial foe Berrys' high-liv- 
ing and high-profile lifestyle was 
causing tension between Ken 
Berry and Sir Qilin Southgate. 



Waterstone admits rival buyer 
may foil £300m WH Smith deal 


Ken Berry; Formerly 
tipped! for cop job at EMI 


Ms Berry’s commitment to 
attending rock concerts and 
backstage parties has impressed 
some of EMI’s most high- 
profile stars who say few other 
executives of her seniority both- 
er to put in appearances. David 
Bowie described her as “a real 
rock'n'roll girl”. 
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Tim Waterstone, the book- 
selling entrepreneur, admitted 
yesterday that a rival buyer 
could launch a higher bid for 
Wbterstone's and scupper his 
£300m deal with WH Smith, 
writes Nigel Cope. 

Barnes & Noble, a big US 
book retailer, fa keen to expand 
in the UR and last year sent a 
team of executives to scour the 
country for suitable sites. It 
could still enter the fray as the 
Waterstooe’s requires approval 
from WH Smith shareholders. 

“It is possible hut I don't 
think they want to come in too 
fast into the market,” Mr 
Waterstone said. “They’ve had 
their chance to look at iL” 

WH Smith said it did not 
expect a counter bid but would 
look at any significantly higher 
offer in the interests of share- 
holder value. A spokesman 
said: “If someone offered 
£350m, you’d have to look at it 
wouldn't you?" 


Mr Waterstone is investing 
£6m in the new company that 
is buy ing Waterstone's as wpS, 
as HMV music and Dillons 
book stores from EMI. This 
will give him 4.5 per cent of foe 
new company which will be 
called HMV Media Group. 
The other directors, including 
Alan Giles, foe chief executive 
” ^stone's and Stuart 
McAllister of HMV, will invest 
similar sums giving manage- 
ment an initial 9 per cent 

stake m business. The deal v»l 

“^ HMV and Dillons at 
4500m. EMI will receive , 
minimum cash considm.^ 
cT£362j; m f„ r HM V. p, U5 , 
foer payments of£5(hn. 
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GRE proves that consolidation isn’t the only way 



OUTLOOK 


ON THE INSURANCE 
MERGER. THE 
OPTIONS FOR GLAXO 
AND SMITHKLINE. 
AND THE PROBLEMS 
FACING EMI 


Phew! Thai s a relief. For n mnnwni there 
ii looked as if all lhai fevered slock mar- 
ket speculation about consolidation in fi- 
nancial services was going to come to 
nought. Now someone’s finally gone and 
done one. No mailer lhal it was dull, bor- 
ing and predictable. Commercial Union 
and General Accident have taken die 
plunge and others must surely follow. 

Assuming their respective bosses don’t 
do a Richard Sykes. 3.00ft people will find 
themselves oul of a joh and those fine old 
names will disappear txihind the suitably 
anonymous sounding initials. CGU. Well 
anything’s belter than Commercial Acci- 
dent. isn't il? Ash sop to the tartan lobby, 
general insurance is to he based in General 
Accident's home Itwn of Perth, but the head 
office comes u> London as usual - so much 
more handy for the globe trotting aspira- 
tions of the new model CGU executive. 

It's easy to be cynical. To be fair, it’s 
also hard to fault the industrial logic of 
this merger. The moment Sun Alliance 
and Royal Insurance got together, the 
pressure was on Commercial Union and 
Genera! Accident to respond. CU is 
known to have flirted with alternatives, no- 
tably the collective insurance interests of 
BAT Industries, but for reasons never ex- 
plained, those talks fell through at the 
eleventh hour. General Accident seemed 
the natural partner after that. Its chief ex- 
ecutive. Bob Scott, a no nonsense Aus- 
tralian. also provides a solution to the 
succession problem at Commercial Union. 

But it doesn’t have to be this way. 
Round at Guardian Royal Exchange. 
John Robins doggedly sticks to ploughing 


an independent furrow, refusing to con- 
template all the many offer; he must have 
bad to merge or be taken over. Judging 
by yesterday's reported 40 per cent leap 
in profits and a promised £l«S9m buyback, 
the approach is beginning to work like a 
dream. Under Mr Robins. Guardian 
Royal has been almost wholly recon- 
structed. Rather than trying to be all things 
to all people, GRE has played to its 
strengths, growing rapidly in direct in- 
surance. private health insurance and var- 
ious other specialist areas of the market. 

The rush to consolidation isn’t every- 
one's cup of tea, nor. as Mr Robins is prov- 
ing. is it necessarily the best route to 
corporate success. 

Living with 
visionaries 

Hostile takeover bids rarely deliver val- 
ue to shareholders in the company doing 
the bidding. 'This is well researched and 
well known. Because the acquirer is 
forced to pay a premium for his target, 
most if not all the value created by the 
merger lends to get eaten up by the ac- 
quired. 

Most managements have taken this tru- 
ism on board, and despite the best en- 
deavours of investment bankers, whose fees 
rise exponentially when a transaction goes 
hostile, tend as to avoid contested takeovers 
wherever possible. Merger manin these days 
is characterised not by the swashbuckling, 
financially engineered takeover battles of 


the 1980s, but by agreed, no premium 
strategic get togethers. 

Ail of which would make it veiy diffi- 
cult for Glaxo Wellcome to go hosulc 
against SmithKJlme Beecham. as some in 
the City are urging it to. If Glaxo was 
forced to pay a bid premium, it might end 
up giving all the benefits of the merger 
away to SmilhKline Beecham sharehold- 
ers. There would be nothing left in il for 
Glaxo. On the now unagreed “friendly" 
merger terms, for instance, a premium of 
just 10 per cent would be worth £5bn. A 
more usual bid premium of 20 per cent 
would mean £10bn of extra value going 
to SmilhKline Beecham shareholders. 

Glaxo doesn't employ Sir Richard 
Sykes for him to work for SmithKline 
shareholders. Plainly it wouldn't be worth 
bis while to go this route. There might, 
however be another way of salvaging the 
£I3bn of value that was wiped from the 
two companies* share prices when the 
merger talks collapsed, and that would be 
for Glaxo to go hostile with the original 
no premium bid terras. 

If this is as good a merger for both com- 
panies as the City seems to think, why not 
just allow Glaxo to takeover Smith Kline 
on ihe original terms, sack Jan Leschly and 
his team, and lei Sir Richard inject his own 
managers and culture through the SmilhK- 
line organisation. With one bound, the is- 
sue of who runs the show, if that were the 
problem, would be solved. 

Such an outcome would not on the face 
of il be of any less value to SmithKline share' 
holders than the originally agree terms. The 
obvious riposte to this is that Mr Leschly 


would fight it. or find a white knight pr epared 
to bid more. But if Mr Leschly can demon- 
strate that there is more value in alternatives, 
then he should never have agreed the 
Glaxo merger terms in the first place. 

The logic suggests that Glaxo is in with 
a chance - that it could go hostile on a no 
premium basis and stfll hope to win. This, 
however, is not what is going to happen. 
The argument may he intellectually sound, 
but in the real world it doesn’t work that 
way. And there are good reasons why it 
doesn’t. The chief executive can never be 
the whole company in large successful or- 
ganisations like Glaxo and SmithKline, but 
be is a vital part of it. It is his (or very oc- 
casionally her) competitive instinct and vi- 
sion that drive it forward. 

Investors cannot expect successful man- 
agements just to stand aside and let their tum- 
mies tw tickled just for the sake of supposed 
shareholder value. Until the world is run by 
machines, personal and cultural incompat- 
ibility are always going to stand in the way 
of mergers, however compelling their in- 
dustrial legic Nor in the end would investors 
have il any other way. Far without these mad, 
driven, usually autocratic visionaries, their 
companies would be nothing. 

EMI’s husband and 
wife soap opera 

Ken and Nancy Berry lead colourful lives 
on behalf of EMI over in the US of A Late 
night parties at Los Angeles’ ^Opium 


Den. visits to the Vault, one of New York's 
flashest dubs, nipping backstage to hob 
nob with U2 and offering their BeJ Air 
home as a crasb-pad for itinerant rock 
stars. These are just some of the chores 
that fill up their working day. 

But that, as they say, is rock'n’roll. The 
question is how much longer the rather more 
e^atg Sir Colin Southgate and the rest of 
the EMI board are inclined to put up with 
it. As Resident of EMI Recorded Music. 
Mr Berry is one of the most powerful stars 
in the EMI firmament and one of the ex- 
ecutives identified only last May by Sir Col- 
in as “the next generation of management ’. 

He is also an ally of his direct boss, 
“Lucky" Jim Fifield, who until last Friday 
looked assured of taking over the helm 
from Sir Colin and then handing it on in 
four years time to Mr Berry. Sir Colin's 
derision to deprive Lucky of his prize has 
created a crisis of succession at EMI. If 
hot Mr Fifield and his protege, then who? 

This would he bad news at any time. 
But with a company that has performed 
as abysmally as EMI since demerger, ifa 
shares having fallen by more than a thin! 
it could be terrainaL Before the demerg- 
er. EMI was ripped to he taken out at an 
astronomic premium. Now il is beginning 
to look as jaded as its star band. The Spice 
Girls, who incidentally, also got their first 
big break on the Berry's Bel Air patio. Sir 
Peter Whitens and Sir Graham Day, two 
of EMI’s non-executive knights, may not 
be hip with the beat like Jim, Ken and Nan- 
cy. But unless they persuade Sir Colin to 
skip to it and sort out the management 
succession, he and EMI are toast. 


ver Grade’spay 
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Oftel ready 
to appoint 
successor to 
Cruickshank 


By Michael Harrison 


A SHORTLIST of four candi- 
dates, consisting of two acad- 
emics. one consumer watchdog 
and a senior civil servant, has 
been drawn up for the top job 
at Oftel, the telecommunica- 
tions regulator. 

Don Cruickshank is quitting 
the £138,000-a-year post at the 
end of March and the ap- 
pointment of a successor is 
thought to be close. 

The four candidates are 
Sue Slipman, director of the 
Gas Consumers Council. Der- 
raot Glynn, former head of Na- 
tional Economic Research 
Associates in the LOv. Martin 
Cave, Professor of Economics 
at Brunei University and an ad- 
viser to Oftel. and Jim Norton, 
chief executive of the Govern- 
ment’s Radio Communications 
Agency. 

Mr Cruickshank 's successor 
will join Oftel at an important 
moment with the Government 
about to unveil a wide-ranging 
shake-up of utility regulation. 


Il is also preparing to issue a 
discussion paper in the next 
month examining whether Of- 
lel’s functions should be in- 
corporated into a wider 
regulator body encompassing 
the whole field of communica- 
tions. including media. 

Ms Slipman has raised the 
profile of the Gas Consumers 
Council since arriving in Oc- 
tober 1996 and would be well 
qualified to carry through the 
Government’s objective of 
making consumer interests a 
priority for each of the regula- 
tors. But there are question 
marks over her experience of 
regulation and business. 

Mr Glynn founded the LIK 
arm of Ncra in 1985 but left just 
before Christmas after a dispute 
with the consultancy’s Ameri- 
can owners, he has now set up 
a new consultancy called Eu- 
ropean Economic Research. 

Mr Norton has worked at 
both BTand Cable & Wireless, 
where he was a regional man- 
ager and then general manag- 
er responsible for business 



Oftel succession: (dockwise from top left) Don 
Cruickshank, who is leaving the top job, and shortlisted 
candidates Jim Norton, Dermot Glynn and Sue Slipman 


development. In his current job 
he is responsible for allocating 
the radio spectrum. 

Mr Cave has advised Oftel 
for a number of years on eco- 
nomics, fair trading issues and 
price controls, including the 


Government plans super-regulatory panel for utilities 


The Government is proposing to set up a super- 
visory panel for the utilities, reporting direct to 
ministers and overseeing the wotkof the indhidnaJ 
regulators for the gas, telecoms, electricity and wa- 
ter industries, wiles Afichacl Harrison. The pro- 
posal is contained in the Green Paper on utility 
regulation, due to be published by the President 
of the Board of TVade, Margaret Beckett, next 
month. 

The panel would be comprised of representa- 
tives hum the regulatory bodies, dvil servanfcsand 
members of the “great and the good" according 
to one senior regulatory source. 


The aim behind the panel is to bring greater 
consistency to Ibe w^y the regulators - Offer; Ofgas, 
Oftel and Ofwat - deal with their respective in- 
dustries. Mrs Beckett is also understood to 
favour replacing the individual regulators with reg- 
ulatory commissions, to remove personality dash- 
es Grom them dealings vrito privatised utilities such 
as BT. British Gas and the regional water and elec- 
tricity companies. However it is not dear wbetber 
this will be made a firm proposal in the discus- 
sion document The paper is expected to canvass 
some type of fbrmnla for taxing or capping what 
are deemed to be “excess” profits at the utilities. 


latest BT price formula. He is 
also vice-principal of Brunei 
and a member of the Monop- 
olies and Mergers Commission 
and has advised other regula- 
tors including Ofgas and the 
Brussels competition author- 
ity DGIV. 

Mr Cruickshank completes 
his five year stint as director 
general of telecommunications 
at the end of next month. He 
has taken up the part-time 
post as chairman of the Prime 
Minister's Millennium Bug 
campaign but is looking for a 
fiili-time job in the private sec- 
tor. 

Mr Cruickshank is due to 
give evidence next month to the 
Commons Select Committee 
on Culture, Media and Sport, 
setting out his view on the fu- 
ture of regulation. 


Courtaulds shares soar 
on three-way-split plan 


By Andrew Yates 

COUK3AULDS, the troubled 
chemicals to coatings group, yes- 
lerday announced plans to split 
itself into three in response to a 
collapse in its market value. The 
break up plans caused its shares 
to leap more thnn 27 per cent to 
331p- 

The news came as Cour- 
taulds announced 500 job loss- 
es at its fibres and chemicals 
business in Coventry and Der- 
by in an effort to improve mar- 
gins which have been hit by the 
strength of the pound. 

Courtaulds plans to demerge 
its coatings and sealants business. 

which is a world leader in the ma- 
rine and aerospace industries, 
within the next few monihs. 

The group has also put itspoty- 


Courtaulds will be left as a 
pure chemicals and fibres 
group- producing acrylic and 
viscose as well as Tencel. the 
first man made fibre to be in- 
vented for 30 years. 

Gordon Campbell chief ex- 
ecutive of Courtaulds, said: 
“The world and his wife were 
telling me that the sum of our 
parts were worth more than the 
whole. On a personal note 
there is an element of disap- 
pointment. In my 18 months as 
chief executive I have tried to 
pull thing together but at the 
end of the day this is about 
shareholder value." 

Courtaulds has been beset 
by problems over the Iasi few 
years. The strength of the 
pound has hit profits and the 
economic tunnoil in Asia has 
E'lmmiTcd sales of Tencel. 


Bulmers warns on profits 
after fall in Christmas sales 


By Andrew Yates 


THE beleaguered cider indus- 
try was dealt a fresh blow yes- 
terday after HP Buhner, the 
UK’s biggest cider maker, ad- 
mined that Christmas sales had 
fallen sharply. Shares in the 
group tumbled 96p to 310p af- 
ter the group wanted that prof- 
its for the current financial year 
are likely to be around 25 per 
cent lower than the £293m it 
made in the year to April 1997. 

Bulmer blamed a flood of 
cheap beer lager imported by 
supermarkets over Christmas 
which seduced drinkers away 
from dder- The strength of the 
pound and lower duty rates on 
the continent have templed 
the likes of Asda. Tesco and 
Suinsbury to look overseas for 
cheap beer which they have 


bought over to Britain in huge 
quantities. 

John Rudgard, chief execu- 
tive of Bulmer, said: “It is the 
first time I can ever remember 
that beer was cheaper than 
cider at Christmas. A litre of 
beer was selling for 70p while 
a bottle of Strongbow was sell- 
ing for £330." 

Bulmer also made the mis- 
take of increasing the price of 
White Lightning, its strong 
cider brand. It was forced to 
make an embarrassing U-turn 
and slash prices again after 
volumes collapses as rivals 
chopped their own prices. 

T ast year was an annus hor- 
ribflisfbr the dder industry. Bul- 
mcr’s shares have collapsed from 
a peak of 626p and its present 

woes come in the wake of a prof- 
it warning from Matthew Clark. 


Weather evaporates £244m of BG profits 


By Michael Harrison 

BG, the demerged pipeline 
arm of British Gas, warned yes- 
terday that global warming 
could have serious ramifications 
for the health of its sharehold- 
ers as its profits wilted in the 
unseasonably warm weather. 

The company’s 19 million 
domestic customers turned 
down the central heating in 
their droves as the thermo- 
meter went up. punching a 
£244m bole in operating profits 
last year. 

The impact of the warm 
weather was made worse by 
price cuts introduced on 1 
October which reduced rev- 
enues at its pipeline arm Iransco 


by a further £130m. In the final 
quarter of the year Transco’s op- 
erating profits slumped by 45 per 
cent to £253m. 

However, cost reductions in 
the main gas business and a 
£170m turnaround in BG’s ex- 
ploration and production arm 
more than compensated to 
leave 1997 operating profits 
£I27m higher at £1.148bn. 

David Varney, BG’s chief 
executive, described last year’s 
warm weather as “a big sur- 
prise and disappointment”, 
but added that it was a cycli- 
cal fiuctuation. 

The company had not 
abandoned its long-term view 
of weather patterns and said 
global warming could only be 


measured in fractions of 
degrees. 

The aew price curbs, under 
which BG’s pipeline charges are 
falling by 13 per cent, will wipe 
£400m from revenues this year. 
BG will also have the additional 
costs, currently running at 
£200m a year, of preparing its 
network for full competition in 
the domestic gas market this 
year. 

Disposals during the year 
raised £81 lm from which BG 
netted a £288m profit and fur- 
ther asset and property sales 
this year are set to bring the to- 
tal raised to well over £Ibo. 

Staff cuts are expected to 
yield a further £50m in savings 
this year on top of the £48m 


achieved last year. BG is 
reducing the 16.000 strong 
workforce by 2J0U and has so 
far identified 700 job cuts. 

Mr Varney indicated BG 
had further scope for share buy- 
backs following the £1.3bn 
share repurchase completed 
last year. But he said the 
company would wait to see 
the Government's Green Paper 
on utility regulation, due out 
next month, before deciding 
whether to change its capital 
structure farther. 

BG has authority to buy 
back another 10 per cent of its 
capital which, at last night's 
closing price of 310p. down 
13_5p, would cost it another 
£1.3bn. 
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£10 Conran lunch 

The independent end Independent on Sunday in association with Terence Conran are 
delighted to offer readers the opportunity to enjoy lunch or early evening supper at 
six of London* top restaurants throughout January and February for £10 

From Monday January 5th untH Saturday February 28th, the following 
establishments are offering readers a two course lunch or eariy evening supper for 

2 just £18 per person. '• 

How to Book .... 

To participate in the offer simply collect one token (tokens' will be printed every day until Sat- 
. urday February 28th) and then telephone the restaurant of your choice quoting yourself as an 
- Independent diner. On your arrival at the restaurant you' should present your token in order 
to qualify for the offer. Each token is valid for a complete table booking. The tokens will be 
valid for one week only, and will be dated accordingly. To continue to participate in the offer, 
simply collect a token from the week in whidrybu wish to dine. Pre-booiJdhg fe essential and 

all bookings are subjea to avidabjlity 

A special discount is available on selected items in' the Bluebird and Le Pont de la Tour shops 

on presentation of the token. . - 


.iSL. 

kJEASMi 


BLUEBIRD 


[Y10Z2O 




QUAGLINO'S 


ZINC 

BAR *GRILL 




.Bluebird 


INDEPENDENT INDEPENDENT 

Wrf between Saturday February 2 si and Friday February 27 ih 

Name 


Address. 


"n* wudw entities if» holttar nd aM members erf itair hooHng » 
psrtkVn in The Mependent/Comn Restaurants DO lurch oner 


The Independent offer is available at the 
following restaurants: 

' BluebiYtf 3*50 King’sRaarf. London. SW3 SUU 
r .0171-559 1000' , ; 

- Lnch 1 2hoon - 3pm, early evening supper 6pm - 7pm 

, Blue; Print Cafefhe Design Museum, 28 Shad Thames. London. SE1 
0171 3787031 

- . Lunch l2no6rv-3pm, early evening supper 6pm -7pm* 

Le Pont-deOa Tour Bar & Grill 36d Shad Thames. London. SEI 2 YE 
-• 0171 4QT8403 ' 

Lundi 12noon - 3pm, early evening supper 6pm -7pm 

■ MerzoTOOV^rdour Street. London. WIV 3LE 
0171 3144000- • . . 

Lunch i2uoon - 3 pm. earty evening supper 6pm - 7pm 
closed SaunJay lunditime, open Sunday 12 pm - 4pm 

Quaglino's 16 Bury Sreet. St James’s, London. SW I Y6AL 
0171 930 <767 

Lunch Uncon - 3pm. early evening supper 5.30pm - 6.30pm 

Zinc Bar & Grill 21 Hedton Street. London. W 18 7LF 
" 0171-2558899 

. The special 3 course menu is available between 12noon arid 7pm 

- between Mondayand Wednesday the offer is extended until 1 1 pm* 


.. The offer H available 7 days a week at all six restaurants 

•Qreed from 6pm on Sunday Offer not available ‘after bpm on February 14 
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, — , value of the ch e micals and fibre 

of GOUfTaUWra ^mparticularlbK^tbe^ 


THESE DAYS the City resounds with 


amatteroftimeoeK«c . « 

decent thing and decided to breakitse 
^Ovcrfte last five yean 

Semicalsgrouphasunderperfomed 

by almost 80 per «nt WO,fo» 

signs of things getting any better, the 
fora demerger was hard to • to 

The important quesuon now it how to 

ternadoS rivals, it is probably worth any- 

S fr om£lbnto£Ubn.Cou^ 

-■ready claims it bas had a flurry of mterest 
fr^bankers for the polymers division 
which has put up for sale. 

In a competitive auction ' * e SJ°?P 
could get a price at the top of the£200m 


to £300m range the Gty is predicting. 

The tricky part comes in assessing the 
value of the chemicals and fibre business 
and in particular Tfencd, the “wonder” fibre 

that so far has bad a less than wonderful 

impact on profits. 

Courtaulds has poured £300minto de- 
velopingTfeucel but the economic crisis in 
Asia has caused sales to collapse and the 
business is losing money. Tbncel could 
eventually come good. It certainly has com- 
petidve advantages over other fibres, the 
potential market is huge and competition 
is still limited. 

However sales in Asia are likely to ie- ■ 

mgin poor for the next six months at least 
If you throw in Tencel for free, the chem- 
icals and fibres division, with annual sales 
of £875m, is still worth at least £400m. 

Adding all that up andknocking off 
£430m of debt, Courtaulds is worth, say, 

' from 325p to 350 p a share, compared to 
a dosing share price of 331p, up 59 Jp on 
. the day. 

But the final break-up value could be 
much higher. Predators must already be 
circling the coating and sealants division 
and may strike before the business is 
, floated. Courtaulds shares still look 
i reasonable value. 


Logics: At a glance 

Market vahxr. Sffim, share priea 1342# ( +110 P) 
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Logica allays 
investors’ fears 
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profit warning last June must bek**feg 
Sexmdves. Since touchingalowofWmy 
have doubled in value. Judging by yester- 
days interim results, wbkb dmwed pronte 
risiog by 46 per cent to £15-5m m thebaK 
year to December, that riseisfultyjustiSed- 
imnressed they puaieu sip 



Logira shares tty a runner ^ 

The key to Logica's success isuxreas- 
ihg sales fester than its payroll Last year's 
warning was prompted by a recruitment 
shortfell which raised fears that the com- 
pany's growth would be restrained by 
akflls shortages. Those worries now look 
overblown. Revenues increased by 46 per 
cent on staff numbers up by about a third. 

Chief executive Martin Read waxes 
■ - i u« a twt w Hi rs'7 aimira? the com- 


0 - ut more HT “ stal per- 
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■ Despite their meteonc nse, The shape of the busni tjkkusi- 

itaS trade at a stapfe ^ 1351 n 6mtoSon 
^^asSemaandCMG-Up^ ^ «*, last ymt 0P er- 

srs£!^si»ffs. arJ3S&»aa 

ssssaassaa. -sssasgaf - 

Wickes is back it is missing out in ^ gix 

from die brink 
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lyrical about his strategy of aiming the com- 
pany at three key markets - finance, tele- 
coms and utilities - while concentrating 
on projects which can be repeated several 
tj piw; over in different countries. So, for 
example, Logica is selling qrstems devel- 
oped for the UK electricity industry -es- 
pecially those designed to cope with 
competition in the domestic electricity 
market - to utilities in the US. 

Acquisitions chipped in profits of 



At Business Link we erfer 
the widest range of business 
services, expert cd vice arc 
information. 

To contact the Business LmK 
that serves your area eel! 

0345 567 765 . 

It’s where you go from here. 

w w w. businessiink.co.uk 
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Wickes has been helped tty a new 

ering housing mar ket but its perfor- value. 

1 Bradford & Bingley pricing 
aims to keep banks at bay 

Bradford & Bingley build “S Usmembefs 

can maintain that permanent "| alive to those 

MSSSd a B uS^ep^dan increase inpre- 
tax profits for 1997 to £93.9m from £88m. 


Could we show 
more profit? 


Could my staff 
be more 
efficient? 


Could we 
sell more? 



your business 

HAS COME A LONG WAY. 
SO WHERE DO 
YOU GO FROM HERE? 
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Vardon reveals £l25m plan 

vhrdon, the leisnre group that owns Ok Sea Ufe a nd, Lon- 
don Dungeon attractions, yesterday ^ /ea ^ - K health 

SBSW=£ * 

^^.K^S&^£relatingto 
rheSngo disposal - for 1997 of£UJm, up fiotn il-lm. 

Generale moves into media 

the advertisinfi and pubUshmg 
Which it took a 30 per cent stake 
Sanies will discuss the deal at separate board meetings 
m 9March, though G6nfirale said the terms of any agree- 
ment -which is likely to involve shares and cash - would be 
based on Tuesday's closing share prices. 

Ryanair to launch six routes 

Low-cost airiine Ryanair is to start low-fare scheduled ser- 
vices on six new routes this summer. The routes are from Uin- 
don Stansted to the three Italian destinations of Venice, Pisa * 
and Rimini, two French routes to CarcassonncHbulouse and 
St Etienn e/Lyon, and to Kristianstad/Malmo in Sweden. 
Ryanair said the new services would increase us network to 
26 routes and reduce dependence on the Irish market. It said 
its fares would reduce the cost of travel to the new destina- 
tions by up to 80 per cent 

Wickes restores dividend 

Wickes, the home improvement retailer, said yesterday its 
current year had started well, with like-for-like sales up 18 
per cent The firm, which was hit by an accounting scandal. 
Sported a return to profit of £95m last year, before tax and 
a goodwill write off of £16m relating to disposals. It proposed 
a dividend of 2p a share. Bill Grimsey, the chief executive 
who took over after the accounting debacle, said strong cash 
flow had enabled the repayment of the firm's debt and to jh 
restore a dividend* last paid in 1995. 
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Radamec slips over inquiry 


Shares in Radamcc Group plunged 29p to 57p after it said 
an apparent understatement of the cost of sales in one of its 
subsidiaries has come to light, which it said might have a neg- 
ative impact on pre-tax profit in the region of £900.(100. “This 
is being urgently investigated by the company and its audi- 
tors and a further announcement will be made as soon as 
possible," the electronics equipment company said. 

Shanks buys in Belgium 

Shanks & McEwan, the waste management company, is huy- 
ing lour Belgian waste management firms ^ wholly or partly owned 
by French firm Sita for £672m. Shanks & McEwan plans to raise 
at least £24m to help finance the purchase through a placing 
of 15 nrillicm new oninaiy shares at not less than 160p per share. 
It expects the acquisition to enhance earnings immediately. 


COMPANY RESULTS 


Turnover £ Pre-tax £ 
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- * Bingley pricing 

oanks at bay 


Insurance deal starts 


a wave of speculation frenzy 


MARKET Sport 



DEREK PAIN 


THE STOCK market went bid 
craz y- The long awaited in- 
surance deal inspired another 
wave of frenzied speculative 
action among financial shares, 
helping Footsie to score a 
94.1 points gain to 5 , 745 . 1 . just 
6.5 from its peak. 

As the shares of Commer- 
cial Union and General Acci- 
deat, merging to create the 
country’s biggest insurer, fell 
back, GRE and Norwich 
Union led others higher as the 
market sought to spotlight 
the next deal 

GRE, helped by berter- 
than-expected figures and a 
1189 m handout to sharehold- 
ers, rose 34 J 5 p to 475 p. At one 
time it was CU’s expected 
partner. Norwich climbed 
21 . 75 p to 496 p. The shares 
were, shortly after last sum- 
mer's flotation, trading at 312 p. 

Royal & Son Alliance 
gained 27 p to 778 p and Pru- 
dential Corporation, again 
with the help of figures, ended 
40 p up at 934 p. Underlining 
that it is often belter to travel 


than arrive GA fell 85 p to 
1370 p and CU 35 p to l, 095 p. 

On the banking pitch Stan- 
dard Chartered starred yet 
again. The shares surged 124 p 
to 882 p on a surprisingly 
soothing trading statement 
which tended to highlight the 
bank’s attractions, both on 
trading and takeover consid- 
erations. 

Last month Standard’s 
shares were bumping along at 
543 p. They have since risen on 
bid speculation as well as re- 
covery hopes. At 543 p the 
group looked a sitting duck; it 
is unlikely the more exotic 
price will frighten off a bidder. 

Lloyds TSB gained 32 p to 
934 p and Barclays 38 p to 
l, 897 p. Abbey National pul on 
33 p to 1320 p. Year's figures 
are due today and in the pre- 
sent highly fired mood it 
would surprise few if the for- 
mer building society also pro- 
duced corporate activity. 
Halifax, up 3 p at 924 p. could 
also be gearing up for action 
with its results next week. 


Schroders. still family con- 
trolled, was by current stan- 
dards quite subdued, up 9 p at 
2 , 142 p. Whispers point to a tad 
from Morgan Stanley, the US 
group. 

The two bickering drug 
giants staged a modest recov- 
ery with suggestions in the air 
that Glaxo Wellcome could 
mount a hostile bid for 
SmithKlhie Beech am. Glaxo 
gained 81 p to 1 . 738 p and SB 
42 p to 766 p. Nycomed and 
Zeneca, regarded as bid 
fodder in the present climate, 
gained 1 lDp to 2 J 10 p and 42 p 
to 2 , 642 p respectively.- 

Telecoms, another area 
where there is a huge expec- 
tation that corporate action 
will unfold, were active. Colt 
climbed SOp to ring a new 
l, 150 p peak. BT. up 4 p to 
602 p, and Vodafone, 7 p high- 
er to 539 p, were others at- 
tracting attention. 

Engineer GEN, where bid 
hopes have appeared recently, 
added 40 p to l, 496 p and be- 
whiskered old faithful Allied 


Domecq frothed 22 p higher to 
570 p. Others caught up in the 
corporate speculation included 
Signet, up 0 . 75 p at 36 . 75 p. 

Besides merger mania 
Footsie was spurred by a 
strong New York opening and 
tbe continuing recovery in 
Asian markets. Supporting in- 
dices stretched to new highs. 

Elsewhere Courtanlds. tbe 
chemical group, gained 595 p 



io 331 p on its reshaping which, 
it is felt, will make it more 
vulnerable to a bid. Logic a . the 
computer group, jumped 
132 - 5 p to 1365 p following re- 
sults, encouraging other IT 
shares. 

Utilities remained subdued 
on regulatory fears. A ng l ian 
Water sunk 26 p to 792 p and 
Hyder 6 . 5 p to 907 J 5 p. South- 
ern Electric, with the added 
disadvantage of Deutsche 
Morgan Grenfell caution, fell 
40 p to 510 p. 

Bass added 21 p to l, 012 p. 
Merrill Lynch upgraded the 
shares to “accumulate'’ fol- 
lowing the f l.Sbn Inter-Con- 
tinental Hotels & Resorts 
acquisition. 

A profit warning from HP 
Buimer. the cider maker, 
soured the shares 96 p to 31 Op 
and a half year loss at Acatos 
& Hutcheson, the edible oB 
group, left the price 36 . 5 p 
down at 225 p. An apparent 
£ 900,000 loss at an offshoot 
lowered electronics group 
Radamec 29 p to 57 p. 


Photobition, the printing 
services group, firmed to 
303 - 5 p ahead of an investment 
dinner at London’s Savoy 
Hotel, hosted by stockbroker 
Henderson Crostbwaite. 

Scotia, the drugs group, 
raisin g £ 50 m through a con- 
vertible issue, was firm at 
325 p; Seton Healthcare, pay- 
ing S milhKHn e £ 4 . 75 m for a 
hangover cure called Resolve, 
held at 553 . 5 p. 

Faber Prest, a distributor, 
jumped 90 p to 455 p. Bid talks, 
seemingly with the manage- 
ment, are near completion. A 
500 p offer is expected. 

Dawson, the newspaper 
distributor, gave up 16 p to 
155 p, prompting the company 
to express annoyance a mar- 
ket maker had cut the share 
price to generate business. 

House builders put on a 
good showing following the 
George Wimpey results. 
Wimpey rose 5 p to 122 p. 
NatWest Securities expect 
profits of £ 80 m this year and 
£ 96 m next. 


TAKJNG STOCK. 


Greenwich Resources rose 
2L25p to 21Jp after chairman 
Colin Phipps described its 20 
per cent interest in Desire 
Petroleum as a “s i g nifi c an t 
asset”. Westmonnt, also with 
20 per cent, gained 13p to 
16&5p. Next month SG 
Securities intend to place 
shares in Desire which has 
the largest acreage off the 
Falkland Islands. Its off 
shore portfolio is equivalent 
to 30 North Sea blocks. 

Wells have yet to be drilled. 
The first of five is due in 
April or May. SG calculates 
a core value of £45m for 
Desire. 


Xricorder Technology, traded 
on Ofex, has attracted tbe 
support of tbe 3i investment 
group. It has a 13.98 per cent 
stake following a £1.75m 
pish raising exercise. 
Amadeus Capital, which 
n ambers Microsoft among its 
backers, has 4.19 per cent 
Shares of the 3-D scanner 
developer were sold at 47p; 
they are now <&5p. 
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EMU could be a Trojan horse 
carrying reform into Europe 



DIANE 

COYLE 

ON THE LIKELY 
IMPACT OF 
THE SINGLE 
CURRENCY 


TROJAN horses are seen as an 
unfair means of sneaking some 
unpopular or dangerous mea- 
sures past an unsuspecting 
opposition, but your perspective 
depends on which side you are 
on, of course. Could the single 
European currency be just such 
an underhand device for forc- 
ing structural reform on the 
member economies? And if so, 
is tt a good ora bad thing? 

As Britain's presidency of 
the EU during the crucial six 
months for the decisions on 
EMU gets into its stride, it is dear 
that nothing short of a cataclysm 
is going to derail the single cur- 
rency now. There will be intense 
scrutiny of the detailed conver- 
gence reports due at the end of 
next month, and much jockeying 
over the presidency pf the Eu- 
ropean Central Bank and the 
Euro-X council and copious 
amounts of market analysis of the 
conversion exchange rates. But 
too much political capital has 
been sunk, and too many busi- 
nesses in Europe have spent 
real money on preparing for 
the launch on 1 January 1999, for 
it not to happen. 

So the time has come for 
serious economists to stop pon- 
tificating about whether or not 
they think EMU is a good thing 
-heaven knows, there has been 
enough of this since 1992 - and 
turn instead to what impact it 
is going to have. After all, this 


is one of the biggest leaps 
policy-makers have ever taken, 
an economic experiment on a 
continental scale. Even the 
most apocalyptic pessimists 
must admit lhal it is fesdnating. 

The list of pros and cons the 
Europhile and Europhobic 
camps have put forward during 
the period of polemic is a good 
place to start with the analysis, 
however. Start with the benefits. 
As one of two new papers* from 
Merrill Lynch, the investment 
bank, points out, there is a 
powerful economic force driving 
the EMU project, namely the 
discovery among dose trading 
partners that the cost of varying 
exchange rates has threatened 
the benefits of free movement 
of goods and capital. 

Author David Miles, pro- 
fessor of economics at Imperi- 
al College and an adviser on 
EMU to the Treasury Select 
Committee, notes that many 
European governments have 
already given up independent 
control of their interest rates for 
this reason. Farming a single 
currency will further reduce 
the barriers to trade between 
members. 

And what gains will this 
bring? Essentially, two. One is 
that the most efficient compa- 
nies in Europe will be able to 
do more business, boosting eco- 
nomic efficiency in the EU as 
a whole. The other is that com- 
panies will be better able to ex- 
ploit economies of scale. There 
is convincing evidence that the 
smaller scale of output In 
Europe explains a large part of 
the productivity gap between 
Europe and the US. as I 
described in a recent column. 

One implication is th at in the 
short term, EMU would pro- 
voke more oonsohdatioh and re- 
structuring, with consequent 
pains of adjustment - a point 
also picked up in a recent UBS 
strategy circular to clients**. But 
in the medium term the scope 
for improved prosperity (be- 
cause hjgfaer productivity means 
higher real wages) is immense. 

Professor Miles says it is not 
die grandiose political goals such 
as making a European war for- 
ever impossible that are driving 
the single currency forward, but 
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rather economic conditions. 
“They make a singte currency for 
many European countries the 
best system," he writes. 

The anti-EMU forces accept 
the scope for gains from in- 
creased trade and a genuine 
angle market in principle, but 
argue that the benefits are 
likely to be swamped by the dis- 
advantages of losing an inde- 
pendent interest rate policy. It 
is probably true that in many or 
most member countries the 
level of rates will be less suited 
to local economic conditions 
than before. This is why noted 
doubters like Eddie George. 
Governor of the Bank of Eng- 
land, would like to see more 
convergence in the underlying 
economic structures of the 
potential members before 
EMU goes ahead. 

This argument usually fuels 
the view that the disparate be- 
haviour of member economies 
struggling under foe yoke of a 
common interest rate would 


lead to either the inexorable de- 
velopment of a federal Europe, 
with big tax and subsidy trans- 
fers between member coun- 
tries, possible pressure for 
protectionism to defend Euro- 
land against the outside world 
and ultimately the political 
union of Fortress Europe. 

But the second of the Merrill 
Lynch documents notes that 
there is an alternative: that 
EMU will act as a Trojan horse 
for supply-side reforms that will 
make the member economies 
more similar. Richard Brook, its 
author, argues that there is no 
political impetus behind this 
supposed process. Nobody in 
Europehasabigappetftefmin- 
creaang the EU budget -rather, 
the reverse, as the prospect of ad- 
mitting new entrants in central 
Europe draws closer. 

Yet the EMU zone will lack 
the flexibility to adjust to shocks 
when exchange rates are irrev- 
ocably fixed. Governments, 
companies and employees 


would fry to adjust in other 
ways. If competitive devaluation 
is ruled out, governments will 
have to try competitive struc- 
tural reforms to make their in- 
dustry more dynamic, their 
workforces more flexible. 
“EMU might represent a 
Trojan horse containing file 
forces of supply-side reform 
and deregulation." 

This is, nrcreasingly, the view 
of many economists and politi- 
cians in the continental European 
countries. They argue that Ed- 
die George-style worries about 
structural differences between 
member countries are overdone 
because EMU itself will be the 
catalyst for convergence. 

Excellent news, then, for 
those who believe that if Britain 
errs cm the side of inequality and 
unfairness, then the Continent 
errs on the side of over-regu- 
lation and lack of competition. 
They will be dambering aboard 
the single currency Ttojan 
horse. But this is not to say that 
it will be a painless process. In 
some countries there will be re- 
sistance to enforced flexibility, 
perhaps on the streets. 

Just as with the other poten-- 
tial EMU benefit of increased 
productivity, there will be losers 
as well as gainers, even if the Eu- 
ropean economy as a whole 
stands to benefit. What’s more, 
the start of the single currency 
wQl in itself constitute a big eco- 
nomic shock -just think of the 

talUnut firm f fetman nnifirarifun, 

or from the shock-therapy of 
deregulation in Britain during the 
Thatcher years. 

It might well be that even- 
tual convergence will only fol- 
low a period of diverging 
performance by the member 
economies, depending on how 
much adjustment they have to 
make. This certainly does not 
mean the Eurosceptics are 
right, even if they are irrelevant. 
Sometimes long-term gains are 
worth short-term pain. 

* Fundamental Economic Im- 
plications of EMU by David 
Miles, 17 February, and EMU: A 
Tmjart Horse by Richard Brook, 
February. 

** Europe : The Big Picture by 
Mark Howdle, January 1998. 
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A BRACE of former liny ministers picked up 
non-executive directorships yesterday. Angela 
Knight, former Economic Secretary to the 
Treasury, has joined SAUR Whter Services, the 
parent of Mid Southern Witer and South West 
Water, while Baroness Chatter of Wallasey, 
former Minister of Overseas Development, has 
been appointed an advisory director of 
Unilever. 

SAUR has also given a non-exec job to The 
Baroness Detta O’Caithan, who made such 
a performance of heading up the Barbican 
Centre in London. 

Unilever has appointed Hilmar Hopper, 
former top spokesman for Deutsche Bank, as 
an advisory director. Baroness Chalkev is filling 
the seat of Karl Otto Fold, former Bundes- 
bank boss, on the advisory board, and she will 
become a member of the Anglo-Dutch gianfs 
external affairs and corporate relations com- 
mittee as well. 

ANOTHER former Tbry MP to gain prefer- 
ment this week is Dudley Flshbaru, former 
member for Kensington and an ex-editor of 
The Economist. Mr Ftshburn has been picked 
to take over from David Keys as chairman of 
HFC Bank UK, the door-to door credit op- 
eration, when Mr Keys retires in September. 
Mr Rshbunt has been a director of HFC apart 
from a short break, since J989. 

BUT ITS not just Tbries picking up the prizes. 
Labour peer Lord Brooke of Atvertbmpe, for- 
mer general secretary of the Inland Revenue 
Staff Federation (TRSF), has joined accoun- 
tants Horwath dark WhitehSL 

Before yon ask, the ex-Revenue man will 
not providing clients with inside knowledge 
of tax avoidance schemes. Clive Brook, en- 
nobled last autumn, will be workingwith “char- 
ities, education and owner-managed 
businesses, and will also provide Pariiamen- 
taiy advice," says the firm. 

Peter Salter, Horwath Clark Whitehfll’s 
chief executive, says : “We welcome Lord 
Brooke's help and advice, which mil enable 
us to develop our services into an increasingly 
valuable area for clients.’' 
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head of BHF Bank in the US, where h spe- 
cialised in leveraged lending- . her 
He will report jointly 
Carter, head of European corporate ana in- 
vestment banking, and 
aging director, investment banking 
leveraged finance. 

WHEN is a hostile bid really hostile? 
tion occurs to me as WH Smith sells off its 
terstone's chain to EML announces a share 
buyback and sees its share price > hrt 

When Tun Waterstone launched his hostito 

bid for the chain six months ago using 

rate finaix* team Peter Thompson and Andrew 

Brace? of SBC Whrburg, WH Smith s share 
price languished at 370p. The company s 
Richard Handover huffed and puffed and 
declared that there would be no change in 

Now he appears to have implemented the 
Warburg duo’s strategy to the letter, and the 
share price is positively blooming. Perhaps Mr 
Handover should send Messrs Thompson 20“ 
Bracey a bottle of bubbly for their troubles . 

A CAMBRIDGE-based firm has just pub- 
lished what it claims is the most expensive his- 
tory book ever, at a mere £600 a pop. Yuki - 
TWenty Years has been commissioned by the 
famous Japanese-born clothes designer, now 
based in Britain, called Yuki. 

Appropriately enough during British Fash- 
ion Week, the book, featuring lavish illustra- 
tions and only the most expensive paper and 
bindings, celebrates Yuki's 20 years in the rag 
trade. Yuki designed clothes worn by the late 
Princess Diana during one of her visits to 
Japan, I am told. Meanwhile the publishers. 
Book Production Consultants, are celebrat- 
ing their own Silver Jubilee this year, but they 
say their own commemorative book will be a 
more modest affair. 

ASH & LACY. West Midlands metal bashers, 
have appointed David Probert chairman-des- 
ignate to succeed David Fletcher on 19 May 
following the group's annual genera) meet- 
ing. Ash & Lacy said Mr Probert is due to re- 
tire as an executive of W Canning shortly 
before taking up his new role, bul he will 
continue as non-executive chairman of 
W Canning. 
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Judge: ‘treat the evidence 
of Thompson with caution’ 


By Greg Wood 


THE JURY in the Top Cees li- 
bel case was warned yesterday 
to “treat with caution" the ev- 
idence submitted bv Derek- 
Thompson, the Channel 4 Rac- 
ing presenter, when they retired 
to consider their verdict. 

Mr Justice Moriand was sum- 
ming up the evidence on day IS 
of the libel action brought 
against The Sparing Life news- 
paper by Jack and Lynda Rams- 
den and the champion Flat 
jockey, Kieren Fallon. The plain- 
tiffe are suing over an article 
headed “Contempt For The 
Punter", published the day after 


Top Cees runaway win in the 
Chester Cup in May 1995. It al- 
leged that they had been “cheat- 
ing” when Top Cees failed to win 
the Swaffham Handicap at New- 
market three weeks earlier. 

Justice Moriand said Lhat the 
defence “strongly relied” on the 
evidence of Thompson, who tes- 
tified that Fallon had told him 
that he had deliberately stopped 
Top Cees. the favourite for the 
Swaffham. “You should treat 
this evidence with caution,” he 
told the jury. "Only after care- 
ful consideration must you act 
on j'l when you are satisfied of 
its truth and accuracy and that 
it amounts to a confession.” 


The reason for his warning, 
he said, was (hat the alleged 
conversation had taken place 
nearly three years ago. and 
that Thompson had not made 
a note of it at the time. Justice 
Moriand also pointed out dis- 
crepancies between the re- 
ported conversation and that 
which had been submitted to the 
court as pan of the preparation 
for the case. “You may well 
think." be said, “that these in- 
consistencies throw serious 
doubt on what he said." 

The judge also raised doubts 
about the evidence of Jhn Mc- 
Grath. a director of Ttmcform 
and also a Channel 4 presenter. 


who appeared as an expert wit- 
ness for the defence. “He is a 
professional communicator,” he 
said. "Was he too quick with the 
ready riposte? Was he already bi- 
ased against Mr Ramsden before 
he became an expert witness?” 
The judge praised the evi- 
dence of a second expert witness. 
Alan Amies, senior race-reader 
with Rucefomt, publishers of 
the form book, had testified 
that Top Cees could have won 
the Sw affham if he had been rid- 
den with “more urgency”. The 
judge said that “his opinion is im- 
portant. because it was reached 
before the Chester Cup, and be- 
fore the article was published.” 


He went on to say that the 
“seriousness of the accusation” 
in the article was “obvious”. The 
jury's first important task, he 
said, was to decide “whether Mr 
Fallon deliberately and dis- 
honestly failed to seize” a sev- 
en-second gap which appeared 
during the Swaffham, in order 
not to obtain the best possible 
placing for his horse. 

If so, they would then have to 
decide whether “it is conceivable 
that Mr Fallon would have done 
so except under the instruction 
of Mr and Mrs Ramsden.” 

On the matter of damages if 
the plaintiffs’ case proved suc- 
cessful. Mr Moriand offered 



Mr Justice Moriand: warning 


some guidance to the jury. He 
<aiiH that the amount of any 
award should reflect the dam- 
age to the plaintiffs’ reputation, 
and suggested that “a sum of 
less than £50.000 for each plain- 
tiff would be niggardly, but 
more than £125,000 would be 
extravagant”. 

The jury retired to consider 
its verdict at 3.10pm. At 430pm, 
no verdict had been reached, 
and its deliberations will con- 
tinue today. 


HUNTINGDON 

2.15-. The veteran JIM VALENTINE, 
whn came back to his best form when 
a creditable threcquarters of a length 
second 10 Well Timed in a 3m If 
1 10yds handicap chase at Wmcamon 
last lime, looks fairly handicapped on 
that form and can gp one better. The 
in -form Nocatehim « in winning 
form and is the logical danger. 

QQQ 

230: THE FRENCH FURZE, besi at 
a mile on the Flat, probably failed to 


slay the testing, 2m U on Chel- 
tenham's New Course when 20 
lengths third to Sound Appeal and 
Real Estate in December. He will he 
much better suited by this easier track 
and. in what looks a softer assignment, 
can return to winning form. Misty 
Cay, a coursc-and-distance winner, 
might be the one for die forecast. 

□CO 

3.25: SIERRA BAY, a progressive 
son who may have a lot of further im- 
provement in him. jumped well and 


HYPERIO N'S 
TV TIPS 

made all the running to beat Peg- 
marine by 15 lengths over today's 
course and distance last month. He 
looks capable of following up. Not My 
line, another in good Iona, looks the 
most potent threat. 


W1NCANTON 

2.05: There was little between MAN- 
OR'S MANTINO and Zatadi over 
hurdles, hut the selection has adapt- 
ed better to fences while Zabadi has 
looked increasingly reluctant. Mandys 
Mantino's long absence from the 
track is a worry, but he defeated the 
useful Chiefs Song on that occasion 
and is suited by fast ground. 

□QQ 

2-35: It will be a major surprise if 
STRONG PROMISE, who made 


One Man puli out all the stops at As- 
cot last lime, does not win this on the 
way to the Cheltenham Cold Cup. He 
is not proven over the trip but stayed 
well as a novice hurdler and is well 
suited by the going. Eodtpe may be 
best of some out-of-form rivals. 

con 

3.10: WAHIBA SANDS has had only 
three runs over hurdles but was use- 
ful on the Hat and remains a Cham- 
pion Hurdle hope. He was better 
suited by easy ground on the Flat but 


may be able to cope with these live- 
lier conditions over jumps. Master 
Beveled is certainly better cm soft and 
is inferior to the selection on Flat 
form. His Agfa Hurdle win last 
linn- is suspect farm as the race was 
slowly run, while L’Opera, though 
yurtari by the ground, is inconsistent. 

LOU* 

3.40: CAPENWRAY is the least ex- 
posed of these over fences and, de- 
spite a bad mistake put up his best 
performance last time. 


Strong Promise in 
Gold Cup gamble 


STRONG PROMISE, whose 
Gold Cop credentials and stay- 
ing ability is put to the test in the 
Jim Ford Chase at Wincanton 
today, was yesterday backed 
from 16-1 to 10-1 wiib Coral for 
Cheltenham. He is one of of 27 
horses left in the Gold Cup at 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Wahiba Sands 
(Wincanton 3.10) 

NB: Double Oscar 
(4.10 Lingfield) 


yesterday’s acceptance stage. 
Tbe injured Coorne Hill, Dano- 
li and Imperial Call are the most 
notable absentees. 

Dardjini will miss the Arkle 
Trophy Chase at tbe Festival. 
Noel Meade has been unable to 
run Dardjini since his success- 


ful chasing debut at Leopards- 
town over Christmas. 

There are 32 in the Cham- 
pion Hurdle, with the novices 
French Holly, Grey Shot and 
Zaralaska left in pending a de- 
cision on their ultimate targets. 

Mulligan and Jeffell are the 
most notable omissions in a field 
of 14 remaining in the Queen 
Mother Champion Chase. 


Cheltenham withdrawals 
laid Cup: Banja Coome HB. Cortot. 

FffiutJcSter He. Ham* Lad. Hw- 
»s Harvest, imperial Col. Sparky Bay*. 
hguidad Mssta. 

Hampton Hurdle: Cartto Brtganta Cock- 
ey Lad Cod Edge. Gazalaq. IndatonCft 
iayaara. te RanatPotentate. Prince Babar, 
Ubh ahunteft. Salad. SOW Wizard. 

Mean Matter CiMimtari ChMB Qrf 
aujnama, Jertfrfl, Marinat Son, IMCpn. 
toe Wont Whit 

teywra’ Htnfle: ChrtSchuch. Cockney Lad. 
ionquering Leader. Cyborga Deanofc 
leerici Esdartefigua. Fray Road, 


First show 


Wincanton - 

3.10 


Hone 

C 

H 

L 

T 

WNtafaa Santa 

11-4 

52 

11-4 

52 

naStppodn 

51 

11-4 

51 

51 

Lltpam 

7-a 

51 

TM 

03 

ItataaBentad 

4-J 

92 

4-1 

M 

OaHta 

n-2 

51 

n-2 

0-2 

Hinbta 

151 

tt-1 

11-1 

tt-1 

StaJySatay 

CO-1 

CO-1 

CO-1 200-1 


BgdmayaUhthBadtla.pbns.1,2 
C -Co* H - Warn m L - ladbnAm T- T& 


Wincanton — 3.40 

Hama CHIT 


Ur Strang Otar 

51 

SW 

2-1 

54 

DfetatDacer 

51 

114 

52 

11-4 

Capaiway 

51 

4-1 

52 

22 

feBeheny 

133 

13-2 

51 

51 

ftedaeaiyourataf 

8-1 

51 

51 

11-1 

The Mbit Comin 151 

51 

151 

151 

Art Prince 

51 

tt-1 

151 

11-1 

ItoofePratam 

251 

451 

33-1 

40-1 

Bxh*aya fOti be odds, pbsos. 1. Z 3 


Wincanton 


HYPERION 

2.05 Mandys Mantino 4.15 Benatom 

2.35 Strong Promise 4.50 Supermick 

3.10 Wahiba Sands 5.20 Speedy 

3.40 CAPENWHAY (nap) 


3.40 


LADBROKE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS D) 
£1 0,000 added 2m 5f Penalty Value £7,133 


1-SF23 REOSUYOURSELF {41} (D)MsTEtiowfl) JGftxdSCO— 
-3TT1 OMAU DANCER (S3) (D) (B E Casa) MRpeSfl t) — 



GOING: Good (Good to Finn in places). 

■Right-hand, galoping course. Run-in til 200yds 

Course SNEd town on B3081 Temptecombe station (service from London. Vfe&rioo) 
4m. ADMISSION: Ctob CM; Tattersafis £9; Course £4. CAR PARK: Free 
•LEADING TRAINERS: M Pipe 36- M4 £2&%) P NtChoBa 29-130 (209%). J GWotd 
tt-TO (214%). Mm J Pitman 44-62 (226%). R Ataer 14-104 (135%). P Hobbs 14-D9 (126%) 
•LEADING JOCKEYS: R Dunwoody 25-120 C0S%) A P McCoy 18-99 (B2%1 T Das- 
combe 1062 (E2*X G Bradley 906 (25%) A Maguire M3 
•FAVOURITES: 168*35 (386%). 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Zabadi (205) 


2.05 


GEORGIE NEW ALL NOVICE CHASE (CLASS D)f7| 
£5,000 added 2m Penalty Value £3,552 

1 1FIBP6 STORM RUN (17) (D) (BF) (Ms ferry MtJW) P Mctefe 0 2 0 I* JTUrart(5) 

2 -PIRJ3 GLENDQE(14) (KCBIltodnnita & IfrLGKfrbet) ATunel7ii 8- -- _LHmy 

3 2320-1 HAM7YS HANTM0 (120) (□) (Jcfln Radett) -JGftxJ 8 T1 B _PHkfc 

4 322146 MORSTOCK (13) (CtA (Ms MRsrtshT)R Hodges'S 11 8 RDonwOOfy 

5 0-W3I COOL GUNKS! (16) (CO) (Rchad Pe*recn) JKnpdTl 2 „APMcCoy 

6 PIG CMMYHHfUSA) (9) (PP Moore) D V4fam&7 T1 2 _-GHogwi(3) 

7 505/3- OUMTA ROYALE (607) (D) (Laura Snocfc) L Snook n 11 2 UrSSUddand 

B r/3- W1LLSAN (297) (H Winsate} R Alner8 T! 2 ..A Thorton 

9 32F333 ZABADI (27) (D) (BF) (Lady ttnifcl D ffctafccn 8 H 2 A Maguire B 

-9 declared - 

BETTING: 11-8 Mandys Hadbn 4-1 Zahar* «-8 Stars Run 13-2 Horen*. 81 Cool Gumor, 
9-1 Oendoo, 14-1 MMn* 33-1 others 
SS7. bnden Jockey 5 1) 13 N WBanson n-8 (U Ape) 7 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

MANDYS MANTINO has always looked the type to make a decent chaser and if ares 
good to see hen open his chasing account at Cheltenham (good to fern) In October on 
his return, ft wta be interesting Co see how Zabadi shapes n the Hrat4wna tibtbers and 
he looks better than Storm Rim, who won on ho feneng bow at Hereford n October 
and also went In at Aintrea but was a talar to between aid fewhed vei beaten when 
favourite at Fontwel last ttale, having been pulled n>ar Cheltenham the tine before. Mor- 
stock has been wel baaten In his last two outings but o«n at Karepmn before that arw 
could go well . Selection: MAMJYS MANTINO 

JIM FORD CHALLENGE CUP CHASE (CLASS B)f7| 
£ 1 7^00 added 3m 1 f 1 1 0yds Penally Value £1 1 325 BBifl 


F3P33F AATnWCE(15)(P) (TNeK Atidonran D Alport) C Bods 8 11 7 GBnrtey 

321-0* THE WeCAPTAJNfm R CeraUW Evans) OSwwood n Ttl. _. — G Upton 

303111 Iff STRONG GALE (15) (C) (T G A Ch^pta) P Mdxtas 7 tt Tl TJ Murphy B 

11-FP2 TELUCtCRRY (14) (D) (9 J Jenka) Wes H Kngtt 9 09 -JCtAety 

/4FTO CAPBMRAY (IQ (CD) (B K ftppctl) J King 9 03 -ADobbta 

B 2U3634 HDD'S PR0MBE (14) (CD) (G A Ataren Lrrtaed) C ftplttm 7 DO Hr0McPtai(5) 

- 1 declared - 

UUmummeigftlOd. True handcap w&gtt Hoc'S Pitmse 9a 41b 

BETTING: 9-« Mr Strang Gtae. 11-4 DM Dancer, 9-2 Captnwrey, 6-1 TlM ch nny. 8-1 Rwtoepry- 
oursaH, 19-1 Art Prince. 12-1 The Mhw Captain, 33-1 KocTa P rnmlaa 
»7. Maearo Pad 11 V 0 L AM P) B-2 (J Grftord) 7 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Ofwafl Dancer and MR STRONG GALE are both out ibrkta-bners. Diwal Dancer end- 
ed last season on a tudtos hat-trick. He took mtoor honours in his ifest three chases 
and the last two of Ns three victories mar fences haw been over the tough Haydock 
■twIm Even so. Mr Strong Gale, from the bang-n form Paul Mchob stable, n a tf rt 
prow too strong getting T3ta He was co mpleting a hat-tnek when defeating Even Btoe 
a length and a quarter at Ludlow, where Art Prince was to third and beaten when de- 
parting two fences out Redeemyoureelf made a wmng dsbut over fences at New- 
buy 15 months ago - hts single start las term Unplaced on Its comeback run and a 
taler ne» tame, he chased honw Arter Mote al Kempton over Christmas before a tfwd 
there to Sal By The Saits. Jodi GHfaw fln in e ye ar oia Is 2ta lower than last time and ahoMd 
not be tar away TMDcheny tended his last two races to 1896-97 and his length -and-a- 
half second to Nocatehim at HmUrgdon- The Wne Captain taufri and held- wl hew 
boosted his confidence after fating to comptaie to both preceding starts the season. 
Capenwray, who went to over coresa and tostance six weeks ago and Mowed up 3t 
Windsor it days al taw a rk fa . was 29 lengths ctear of the tNrd when beat en thre e lengths 
by previous scorer CaSng wad at Uttoeeter. Gotart l n n: STRONG GALE 

MERE MAIDEN HURDLE (CLASS E) £3,000 added 2m 
Penalty Value £2,794 

M Griffiths (7) 

P Meaty 

PHkkt 


4.15^ 


COQO- BABY LANCASTBt (300) (U Grftn) U Grifta 7115.. 
4 BENATOM (USA) (IS) (T F Harm) D Efcworti 5 ft 5— 
56 CLEAfl WATBt (27) (W E Gab) J Gtftad 6 11 5 


00- COLONH. JACK f39^ D W ItrasC R Hoc^pi 6 n 5 

326 DANTEAN pt)(G Ukten 8 D Ofc) R OSuivan 6 II 5 — 
00 GAZUMPBt (N2) pB) (R B Demy) J ring 8 11 S.~ . 


-G Upton 


2.35 


tt-JPP BUCK JAKES (USA) (B3) (Arcade Stitta T Fm® * It B Raxraoody B 

-P54U4 GO BALLETIC (Iffi (Ms B J Lockhart) J CT9W 9 T1 8 ..^Defct*i 

SM3P HJI»E(R?(lJ)(DAJ*reor)MI*e61l7 APMeCoy 

■621-2 STR0MGPR0HBE{15)(BF) IG Attlibanf)Qiitteni71t 7- Ml 


1 
2 
3 

5 4^34 DECTRADOVE (96)(C)'(D) (Dofra L^fting SySiefTB) R Aher T1 tl2 BM 

6 ,TlP-3 GENERAL CRACK (113) (CD)(BF) (PBartm & JKatffeyIPNchofclill 2_TJIb*phy 

-Bdedsred- 

BETT1NG: 8-13 Sfrarfl Premise. 7-fl Bfeipe, 7-1 Go Bsttsdc. 10-1 Gerarei Cndc 2M Derfrm Dow. 
33-1 Buck Jsfne 

W7- Cotme W B n 2 J Osbome 7-4 (W Derefc) 7 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

STRONG PROMISE is rSffiait to oppose even thou^i hfe stamina has to be taken on 


VkviQ Flagship - ^ , , 

was S the lead and travefcig strongly ordy to make an uncharactettefrc tei misiakBtoree 

Ns^mptog Is normal a realty to watch - to the 
and he was ctearfy not WnMlf *<hen taied off last d 
todays tnp to the *96 King George. Strong Pronwft 

t*o meks ago on Ns retom. w« haw icome on tor ^ 

axonfevi to trainert assretant Chns Kmane. who rides hen to most 01 he ri wi, na s 
be^rovtop out" for tNs extra hafr-mie EutBpe rray bejhe one to chase Sfrp ng PwtN se 
home. I 


SETTING; 7-4 Ssratom. 9fbnus. IK ScdMisic. 9-1 NabM 1M 70-1 Lanango, IZ-IAtonM- 
wen, Onr Wafer, tocfcxfe Me Oof. M-1 Mmc (fetas, 18-1 DwMan, 2D-1 ottwre 
BB7: The Ryng Ihariom 6 11 5 R Dwwoody 6-1 (M tbmpktes) « ran 

ILCHESTER HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS E) £3^100 added 
2 m Penalty Value £2,416 

OTW ROUTING (77) [D) (Den* Jcnes) N ^(Sfe T) T1 B ATtentan 


. GBradtoy 

J Cuiory 

3234 IAMUS (1^ W P Bute 5th Faidy Sertenwrt) D Nchcbm 5 1i 5 Albgdn 

06-WJ JACK(t10)(JHBtwrel)JTudi6115 SHcNeB 

5 LBfANGO(GSI)(215)(0Rsber)CVbnDErRed®(Ga)5fr5 -N WfcnttO 

MAC OATES (F51) PN Lari*) PHBdger 5 115 MRfchmfe 

PROUD MONK fST) (S J Edeerds) M R Bo*y 5 11 5 TJItapby 

06»M SOL MUSIC p2) (TheG 4 P Partnerartpj J KtogS T1 5 ADobbta 

AFON Al*BI(FT77)(Efta Tito) P 1*±l*511 0. RDwwraody 

BANDORE (F156) C McKerra) M Bfenstaid 4 T1 B AThonton 

0 INCLUDE ME OUT (16) (WJQedByl M Pipe 4 V9 OWnw 

NOBS. LAD (F121) (James Martnafl M Rp* 4 1) B A P McCoy 

0 TMOTHY GEORGE (73) (TheaW*±ta0ttoJ G BaJtag4 T9 -BFwta 

5 W00OYSB0Y(Z7) (Vk WoodBBm)MHeanvab4 0 9 Bl 

-IB 


4.50 


far the fret th« when fourth to Smy Bay at Haydodr to Noverrtoer on 
... Martin Pipes French-bred also wore them tea. 

a the same track, but he goes witr**rt 

ro Stvrv Bav n fhe Hennessy on Ws ponultimste start Setectton: a i rwru rfwmsc 

AXMINSTER 100 WNGWELL HURDLE (Grade2) 


3 , 10 | (CLASS A) £ 3 tMX) 0 added 2 m Pen^r Value 

t 00631 MASTERBEVaS)(1^(D)(MsEJlJHbri«lPB«wBTl7 

2 2F-UC6 CHAFVO (61) (D) ff** Virwy) J Old <3 fr 2 ~~ r J r a 7 gy 

list , 

I ::: :p ^26 

7 4-0666 SAUysCAIUfP6(Ed*rediMta|AHctb»8E)n “ 

BETTING: 3-1 »» Supporin. 100« WahWSands.7-« Bnetad. 4-1 LOpere. 6-1 CturWb, 

Wj PJ5JJ-" 

ran hte best race in ages when gu^O under only. a dstance to front of 

SS^reveree ^^^'£55 ™ >" ***?»*■ 
hhf wf»n a 


30*5 WHAT A FUSS (66) (»*S Derisa Shrfras) UkS H Kn^l 5 tl 0 JQ*ty 

1FF143 SUPHUiBCK (10) (D) (Bf^ (P Cfeta) M Rpe 7 II 7 -A P McCoy 

2FF-FU PR1DEWOOO PICKER (10) (t^ (V*5 B Mcmsl R J Price Tl Tl 0 SFentaa 

56«1B SIOTMTtGQt (10) (D) (BF) (R F ftrinaship) S Mctar 7 D t) CMMta(3) 

32* SKYBtSECRET(1D3) (FJ&retary) MfteaBxvaa4l)9 _BPnw«g 

3-DP5 CLASSIC PAL (USA) (17) P) (PCbry) NM*hel7 D9 Atayto 

8 6065P RUN FOR C0VS1 (82) Nerys CUtfiekS P HxledB t)9 P Holey 

9 53UOT1 GLOWING PATH (1) (D) (P Sbde) R Hodges BUG (Bn) Septa* Mtetwfl (S) 

» 4-3830 MYSTIC HULL (89) (Jack Joseph) R Rod 7 If 4 JRoa 

rr POOFX GAXMQNTfi6)(ShrerGsBB|Maisppaid5 V0. Ml 

12 F^*0P DTOTO (58) (BP Jones) R Baker 6 DO. VI 

-12 


k&wTBfn iregbc iftt True AareSap mghe; OebnenlSsl Sib, DUDfl$n3b 

BETTWGi S2 Stare Tlgw; 10030 Sepemick, 7-2 Sowing Pdh, 7-1 saw Secret, 10-1 Myittc 

HB, 12-1 WhtaAFun, Routing, 14-1 CtassfcPd. 20-1 others 

WT. Afeays Happy 4 tt it A Msgura 7-2 jt lav (Gay KefcwqD 20 ren 

GOLF COURSE STANDARD NH FLAT RACE (CLASS H) 
£1 ^00 added 2m Penalty Value £1,271 

ESTATE AGBrT(19Q(T and J A Cury) PNkhcta 5 tl Tl LCurrntorg) 

.lbJCrawfey(7) 
MtCSowtogp) 
— TOTtasror (7) 
-GHogMp) 

. PHarteyp) 


2t 

ANDON (Don Hurtord) R Hodgra 8 it 4 

3 FOUNTAiN BANK (ZS) |A J & l*s L &adar) J SpOTmg 5 11 4. 

2 GURU F«« > OC»C (14) (P A Tytor) R f=5W 6 tl * 

00 MASTS) HARRY (183) (Rcbal Utahns) Us J Pltinai 6 11 4.. 


NORMANTHESTRAWMAN (Ita Jan Pnttfl P Sttaassoeare 5 11 4 . 


05 SfMGREEM{tt)(/lEUfcp)J&afcp5!J4 MrHDunfcpff) 

OO SMM5H SECRET (273) (M J Kann) M nfe 6 II 4 QSuppto(5) 

SPBEDY(NA1iwlDreto4B^NTrfemOwiBs5 11 4 JhJHa«ty(7) 

620- STAR ADVENTURE (281) (J T Brans] J Ewnc 0 tl 4 Ure E James (7) 

TOLA COLA (Lady Gotten^ EL James 6 h * M Berry (7) 


TURN OFTRETDE (PfeS Buta) N Utod 5 11 4 
00 PURPLE LACE (138) (XMi Dariei Oad)) H Hcms 6 ID 13 
OO TAFZALETTE (18) (P Wtegram) P Wegmsm 8 1) O 



J6rRWMB*r(7) 

.-BoptaalBchel p) 


BEST BOY (Stave and Hden Dusting) PHobbs4t>6... 

PASSWOffi) (Ura J S E Turn) M Samdars 4 V 3 

-IBdsctared- 

SETTWG; S-I aiato Agent 4-1 Speedy. M Foontafa Bank, 11-2 Qmi Rtopoctia, fMBetaBsn 
Spvbh SecraL 14-1 Star Adwtaurs, Uattr Harry, 1 w Shagraea, 20-1 tahere 
1907 Notsy Mhrer 5 11 1 R Itassey ® 68 tar p Nchctaml 17 ran 


Huntingdon 


1.45 Mr Bojangles 
2.15 Jim Valenttne 
2.5D The French Furze 
3^5 Sierra Bay (nb) 


HYPERION 

4.00 Wontcostalotbut 
4.30 Eirespray 

5.00 Wild Illusion 


GOING: Good (Good to Firm to places). 

•agtn-hand, level cause Am-ln 200yds 

•Cause Is at junction of Al and A60*. Huntingdon stoext (service from London, Kings 
Cross) tin ADMISSION: Members £13; Paddock £10; Couse £5. CAR PARK: free 
•LEADING TRAINERS: K Bailey 2«-73 (323%) G Hubbard 17-73 (233%). J GNtord 
16-79 (203%). T Forster 14-89 (237%). Mis M Rave ley 11-36 (306%) 

•LEADING JOCKEYS: P Hda W-70 (2S7%) M A Fitzgerald 12-BZ (14B%) W Marston 
9S3 (1*3%) A Thornton 8-67(14%) GBr»dfey8-sa(a3%lJ A McCarthy 7-53 (82%) 
•FAVOURITES: 234-517 (433%) 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Strang Mint (145) Nascaf (vtaored) (2.15) 


FORM GUIDE 

Dead around »bs put toward as a pessfcte atptanatkxi for THE F RENC H FUHZga 
odcta^Ctetset by tomd Appeal at CWBatoam to December. Had certainty won hv 

nresalwiv at Chelfenham and PLmptontaterJotogMgltoPpe from Wand end can bo uicre 

bSTwR the grouid is m Ws fMouc Mfety Cay Is from the yard that 
Hume canridate to City Hal Onfy 88*ngWa«mng dam on OV ***** 

proved with every 

tf« same otass as The Ranch Furze at fhs stage Gwen a oreafr ante 


j ScarrotE 

taf^rtam. Mbty ‘ow'neSis totaTwiter than ewr ii at vis to trouble toaHpa horee 
on Hreee fennsSoutfierty Wind was pi*ed up to KBande Laft race a Hy tiack just 
before Christmas but tt wtxid be no suprisa to see tarn leave thar run iwel behtiid. re- 
pectalv on this auface. When trained by lyndH Ramsdea Souiherfy Wtod was a i useful 

Rat hendcapper who Need test ground, and a win first time out at three shows he doesn't 

depend upon a recent rui to get tsn ready. Lice Southerly Wflnd, Green Power was a 
wtorttg rrAer. Going For Brokata efforts in early-season events do to 

that trouble Ihe favourite Srtecttore THE FRENCH FURZE 


LONGWOOD FEN HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 


<) nr I LUNU1TUVU TEH nniruiunr wnneu 

I O.ZO| Q) £5,000 added 2m 110yds Penalty Value £3.556 


"U ac SAWTRY FEN NOVICE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS E) 
■■^^l £2,900 added 2m 4f 110yds Penalty l^lue £2,898 


1 DP-Oti MRBOJANC2S (86) (D) (VksD Lasada) I Wlame? H « R Johnson 

2 04528 MADAMS WALK (83) (Mrs J Motifl N TwBBXfOaws 8 It 6 CUewMyn 

3 323361 SOLDISi MAK (12) (ttea AnQ Crtren, B^testone) j Ktadue 5 11 5 EHusbsndP) 

4 233 SCARROTS(15){IAanintHPBrtrenfto(7UNHBlfenon41l4 MAFtagenkl 

5 64440 CLASIESDANCER(I7) (MsQaseHoloMOd) ATisnel5 II 3 „-CRae(7) 

6 U5650 MtSS BB7TA8C p6) (T DstnaS) N Categban 9 Tl l DGatagher 

7 340 KQATHARY (ISA) p6) (Bhenl tovey) A H ftavey 7 Tl 0.. JAMeCwtfay 


H6-5 NETTffitBYSAffl (76) (MraSSute) PBeamortfl EO- 


R Supple 


4600 WESTERN CHEF (B) (Mss BWfttnsr)DWBaRs 4 OH 

-04302 N0»lAMAp<Z)pcq(Ktafi»EPtott4UssSEdwids8«B-. 

OOP GS4ERAL ACADEMY (56) (Ms U E CUrtsj J Girte 5 U 8 

005CP STRONG MINT (2ffi (J Good) Ms M Ftevetiw 7 tl 4 

■2036 AfflCAN SUN (12) (Noel fWd»)M Chapman 5 62, 


. -Mr S Dureck (5) V 
_08Uitm(S) 
GCae 


-PtAusn B 


8 
9 
6 

11 

12 

B 40004 WANSTEAD (27) (T H Omflay) J Jerfcrs 6 1) 2 — RThortaon B 

14 4000P FEAR CLISTE (41 ) (Frar* Artfir) fl ftone 7 62 1 Lawrence 

6 643 HHJBACHBOYpEJ(KBfWto9JFto»4100. JR)W> 

6P0360P KNOCK STAR (IB) (John Maris) T 31 7 60 —HIchaM Brennan W 

V -OS2PO NffAAF (USA) (28) (A A Fteney) K Uogan B 6 0 ASSmffii 

6 3F40P POSiTtVO (57) (LG&ert) M beC C arce7 60 Dietary 

S m CHOPM(F35)(JcfnABtreyeiKWngo«<60 JMMoon^rP) 

20 SOP BR0NHAL1DW (93) (Ms J Feerdi B Cb* R Parish Ms B Mtarng 5 6 0 EByms B 

- 20 declared - 

Urtiun tnlgit: tost Tan hmSeopanlgltarHanach Boy 9dl3S>, Knock SarSd lit. NtaalSa 
lib. PodtoBom Chopin 8a i3&Bnniaib*aa 10b. 

BETTING: M Scamta. 6-1 Soidfer MBk. 7-1 Miss BMtaa, 8-1 » Bojangtaa, 9-1 Strang Mlrt. 
10-1 CtafraH Dwrcnr. General Academy, Marten's MWk, 12-1 Western CWta, Kosttery, M-1 Nor- 
■ataa. AMcan Sisi. Neutacfa Bok t«-l Wferetead. 20-1 ottan 
«8Msdy 9wrff 7 n 1 S Wynne 82 (T Ante) « ran 


2.15 


HORSELEY FEN HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS E)| 
£4,000 added 3m Penalty Value £3,270 j 


-h an* 


1 U2P2P6 CHURCH LAW (21) (D) iMrsLC&ybr) LteLSytor 11 Tl 12 

2 4fW URANUS COLLO*tGS(1^ [HaiaiDOd MJ MreLWlarason 12 Tl O. RBetenyB 

3 222325 5 J B1UVIAN GALE (17) (D) (J LV^barii) Un S Srtai 9 It 0 RGusta 

4 P3D441 NOCATCMM (14) (C) (Rdanl Chandfe) K Mogan 966 ASSmMiB 

5 0-634 NESCAF (MZ) (9) (Trn Clowes) RRov« BID B .DOSuMwunV 

E 4433S2 JMIYAt«TWE(afl(MsTftittaKlJ0rPft*haflfi«6 OrPAffiehanf 

7 40863 SLSTMOflE GALE (28) (D) (D 0 Watar) T McGo«n B O D Rjotawon 

8 P-4235 SAMMOREliO (83) (ItaSA MacEchem) NTrestenOBtas7 60 .CLtawe^n 

9 4P-4PB MGHT FANCY (Ifl (ttBAm Wxxtitw) MoA Wbodnw66D JAMcCtafriy 

-Sdedared- 

umwBttaighciOU Tiwhanfap»atfa&:SB£mai»GabSB 120* Sanrau mto Ssr lib. NgHFan- 
cfsaati. 

BETTING: 54 Samnore0o,7-2PermlBnQafeb5-1 Jan IMMtne, 7-1 Neacaf, 61 Hoctatatkn, Steel- 
men Gtaa. 10-1 Chun* La* 20-1 MgM Fancy, 25-1 Urans Crdtangas 
«97: Critic Barle 6 tl 4 S UcNs* tM (H Hodgs] 6 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Considering his stable riartfly had a winner before Christmas, SAMMORELLO can be 
^ven cretfrt tor running ASer Moor to a short head m a novices’ hanricap erase aa Wlrv 
coarnon to November, espeoaly as that was tis first rui over fences. With (he yard go- 
tog weal and Improvement 8®iy Sammoreto could be ready to hjHB that early promise 
and tas guaranteed stamtoa means he should last home better than Nocatarim, who 
would hove had to settfe for second at the last meeting if TMchany fratart OfendBred 
away a wmtog lead. An easy winner for Dawd Wintte at Martet Rasen n August Jim 
Vale nt ln n carried 4b overweight when a close second to VMM Timed at VWnc a ntnn a 
month ago. On his last visit to Hurttogdon. back to November, Jrn valentine was beat- 
en less than two lengths when a staying-on thsd behtad Ugh Learie and Coofe M, so 
he car be gvan esrery chance, along with Psruvtoi Gale, wel suited by INs of trfp on 
East greuid end in an easier race than the one In which he ftoished sacth behind Ask Me 
La» at Newcastle tastlima Selection: SAMMORH_LO 


48SF3 CAFIAW KtHAVE (70) (D) (Ktnte Partnentfe) G McCourt ffi 11 9. Guy Lewis (3) 

4314-1 NOTMYLMEpi) (D) (WFCufasI) WCsufetaP D V Mr A Saraomu 

3PRH SIERRA BAY pB) (Clfl (HtteteffiO Sherwood 8 «6 JAMcCarBry 

6VF06 WHO'S TO SAY (ID) (D) (MsTM*at9DrPMkhaidi2 03 DrPPitetianf 

0-504 JUST BRUCE pi) (D) {AM Heath) Ms EHstah 9 <3. DQaBagher 

33K2 NASHVILLE STAR (USA) (t3) (D) (UiitMHM) RMtahSW71>G CLtomtaynV 

-64345 CIRCULATION (1Q(D)(lNMeadDHE)DMcCasitt DO SWynno 

-Bdadarad- 

lltaimus WB^fte 10ta True handcap weigTH: QnaAabn 8sr SSL 

BETTWfc 7-4 Stera Bay. M Not My Uns, 7-2 Natande Sue 7-1 Nstowfry SakL 1M Wftos To 
Say; 19-1 Crete* Khadfes, 14-1 Just Brnre. 3-1 CbolMian 
W7: Ifunbs l* 11 it 7 R Hotaon (7) 5-1 (0 McCbui) 5 ren 
FORM GUIDE 

fib probably worth sticking with SIERRA BAY who won a nonces' handcap at Fofce- 
stone before a dear-cut wn bom Regmartrw over course and dstanca Having only tas 
fourth outing over fences here. Stars Bay can be fended to improve agan. but if ha 
neerta to have the front- rumhg role to famaelf he coid easly be dsappanled with Not 
My Lino and Natfieiby Said In apposition. A wmdng hunter chaser Iasi season. Not My 
Line made afl for a u om f ort ab ta wto at lowcester three weeks ago. when Just Bruce 
faded to ftoisn iaat of font just Bruce haa a T2to pita tait (snT m the form that enabled 
him m wto ta Leicester (maiden) and Sandown (three-runner handcap) last season. Not 
My lire hes much more chastag experience than Sierra Bay and could be a tagger threat 
than NetherbySakf, who ia ^vtog easy pfenty of weight and who represents a yard that 
heart reaty got going ttas season. Hawng said that wins earfer ths month for 
Topcterenorthractog and CSieriy Dee suggests that too Baaumcrl horses are comrrgngfn. 
eo the topweight cairt be nied out At fire other end of the handcap is Naalrvfile Star, 
who; Me Starra Bay. has taken wel to Junpng fences ths term Hs second to Seek The 
Faith at Newbury ms a sourd effort from 7to out of the handcap and hafc reuratad wnh 
Carl Lfewalyn. who won on htin at Wtodsoc Selection: SERRA BAY 

PfDLEY FEN MAIDEN HURDLE (CLASS E) £2^00 added 
fillies ft mares 2m 110yds Penalty Value £2,723 

z/eoz CLOSE HARMONY (2B) (Qjeen aratwh) N Hendencn 6 Tl 5 UAFBzgsafd 

06CP8 COROMANDB. (6) (Lfesl ACSbde) AHHerveyetl 5 -TJsrite 

PP4P DAffi)0LEXPflESS(F19)(MJRyan) Mftyan51t 5 JRyan 

POM DAUGHTHt 8f LAW (98) (Vfes N F Theags^ hies C Caras 5 11 5 DLsahy 

-22543 HURRICA)CJANE(17) (Wsilfebe(ts)ll JRaberisBlt 5 .„MrSDunKkf5) 

26 KATTfffVIfS PET (57) (BB Brawn) Ms U Reretoy 5 11 5 PNNsn 


2.50 


CHATTERIS FEN HURDLE (CLASS C) £5,500 
added 4YO 2m 110yds Penalty Value £4,203 


'GBIQ THE HtBiCH FURZE (76) (JmErn^M Pipe 11 S 

333 G0MG FOR BROKE (NH) (MtiteustlfeatfC Mm t)l2- 



00 GREBi POWBt pq (DtoIa Lntad J Men C 12 R Johnson 

1 8S YOU SYDNEY (AUS) (F14) (KS lee) UPol^BieVC JRKnm^i 

P S0UTTBttyW»D(6q (lady Lloyd VltabajO Sherwood JAMcCMhy 

P SWYW0RD CHARMER ^ (OualteHcktogsUiitel) JHstiwteitl C .._.D Byrne 
THAHB(F204)(DrCWA*pole}JlHarB«tt ASSmBh 


22m WSTYCAY (77}(CO) (MrsVCVtariJIlfc&VMtaid OH 

00 WHAT HAPPatHJ WAS (26) (5’aJ J Dtaxr) MtteJe 07 
-9dectored- 


- — B Tho rnt o n 
-MARbgartad 


8ETTWQ: 8-15 The RsflcfiRraa, 4-1 Maty Cay. 8-1 Sopharty Wind. vnoaeaPo wen 18-1 0* 
tog Rir Brete. 33-1 Whet Happened Wtis, 40-1 Thtatat; 50-1 odiecs 
B97: Kings Witness 4 O tt D Brtagwsr 64 to (P Nctnta) 8 ran 


MA BARMCLE (FW) (The "fen Thaeand "fa One CLbl P Ecctei 5 71 5 J) Byrne 

E0 MADAM HATCH fez) (Mm Holer Itotfey) 1*5 M Motfey7 tl 5 MMAlfete 

OSD NEHJHTXXJ M/TKW (BJJ (Stmt S I4»^t 5 Tl 5 BCSBbnl 

ROSE FUST (FW) (A M Packs^g Lkl) M Ctepiran 8 11 5 WWorlHngiDn 

5800 RUBYR0SA(l4)(PJH7fgwi)TFaste61f 5 R Johnson 

tt 530303 STRONG CHOICE (10) (D) (Mrs Sards McCarthy) J MuHs 6 n 5 R Thornton 

tt OPPF THUf83etBBS(r7)(TTeT1uidatiMParimRNp9AKHarvey81l5 JAMcCarthy 

14 000 T1U. TOAIORROW (36) /OurpChdar Co DifcCato 7 »5 SVfym 

COCHm(F14) (TheBpifiCtob) PH®4 LI9 EHuaband{3) 

« 0 DANCE »BJOOYp8)(CJfen»|GOtooyd4*B PUkftfey(3) 

17 BtWRIMCA (T51) (Sates EstHie Agata) L JevbI 4 tl 9 JfeEdgsr Byroe (7) 

v 0 UXTTA (FR) (to) (BF) (Souhero CouniBS Rrerca 5 LBasra) M Ppe 4 eg CMauds 

tt 3U5552 MUSTANG SCALLY (12} [F A OcknSto) J Macks 4 1) 9 TBw 

20 U382 WOWTCOSTAirnBUr (ifl) (Wrtnat a l o t PBrtoershpf M Witaon 4 tt 9 _ . W Mreston 
-atfeciared- 

BETTMG:2-1 KstfeynfeM.4-1 Loflta,5-l Ckree Harmony, 7-1 Wln rtcetattata a. 8-1 HAwrerg 9^ 
ly, 10-1 HwriCfete Jans. T2-1 Straog ChotoJ, 1M Dau^itw in Law, Ruby Roes, 20-1 Ma Barrt- 
CW V 4D-1 OttlfJ 

«97.A*rta»nht5 71 5DGd^ier3.j fsv(7aTOi;22rar 

BJXIMOOR FEN NOVICE CHASE (CLASS D) ESJ00 added 
2m 4f 110yds Penalty Value £3,761 
1 -22222 BRQPRAY (Z7) (iwor Hernttogs) Ms S Snllh 7 11 3 R Guest 

3 P05/PP OLDALE(3ffi (J W P Curb) J Cute 8 n 3 .Glee B 

4 6321-6 STEVE FORD (tt)(D)(Pj Morgan) C Mated 9 ft 3 DGtafeghw 

-4 declared - 

BETTMft 10-11 Efraspra% 1M LAsnlng Cooduckic 94 Steve Fbrd, 39-1 Old Ata 
SB7. fiarer fctancf 8 n 3 D OSMran H-1 (R Rms) 7 ran 

| WIMBUNGTON FEN HUNTER CHASE (CLASS H) £1,500 
| added 3m Penalty Value £1,214 

1 Btttt- KAJHgi HECTOR PW)(D) (Hon RtoalHansoilC Bods 912 C UrA ftnwnii, /yi 

2 2BOOAJ GI(MDANO(10)(AJDeefet)ADetaai8C0 MrFHutsbym 

9 464P-0 PAWTU JN(iS)(aD)(FLMaatiewslFMNthBSBttttO Mr u BtzGerald (71 B 

4 -3STIP SCnPT(W)(MsMlhfphy}Mlfeiphy7e0 - Mr P McABstw (71 B 

5 31P-2D SPlffiNOTDN (P11) (W JTutan) N JPomfrW t)12 0 ^-IfcJTbrtaim 

6 3lP-tt WILD LLUSlOf 1 (P19) (CD) lExrs life G ndgso^ Mss J Prigaar 14 12 0 Jir R Whttt <5] 

-Brfscteed- 

BEniN G: 58 W9d tere tan. 7-4 FsBwr Rntang 8a BptaBngtpn. 20-1 Qtordano, fare Ufe, Scrfrn 
w7: No comKpciKtog nee 


4.30 


Lingfield 


Brynklr 


2 2 5^Ch^chg° ok 3.00 Without 
f Nairogln 4.1^) Mary Cornwallis 4.40 
Mozambique 


RffS&SiSS* 

ay L°«ia 

asSSSsssfsass^ 

triad under-l6s F ™»e (Sb) M Jo*®®?, f,' 286 

— 

] ^,°m F g & ^ ^ 

added 1m -sw*r 0rth4 

new SAGA (LWl^f g J LMQ T ®"=s; 

’ te ^SK 5 

46Mtore. W «-f * 

eycvjBn.20-1 often 

SURPRISE E3 ’ 750 

ING UMrTED STAKES l 1 ' 

added lm4f jWI wwn5 

TffiWEftUD^^SS?^ 5 - '- PD " 3 
OH GUEST (14} (Cj Mss 0 S^c* 15 


3 321S3 EVEZ10 RUFO (3) (C) (D) N Uttinoden 6 8 tt K Pferreport (7) B B 

4 43064 TAHT (FH) tt) O WcJ'rib 5 B tt AMchotoP) 1 

5 2BQO- DOCKLAM7SCOUnER(JB4)RPttata6B9 PDatare(3)7 

6 66SO CARROU£MAK(9)(CO)PaM!Ehtatta7 Kknbarfey Itet 4 

7 00460 irtTLE PEJGMM (12) T M Jen* 5 8 7 Jt Stehttne 2 

8 -56W CWNGACHGOOK(BJ(CD)llRBosfey486 -0D*by6 

-BdMand- 

BETTING: M Ctergschgocti, >2 Bon Girsta. 5-1 Evreto Ruto, 1 W Tfet, 7-1 Pri- 
hIb Audfem, 14-1 Docfdrenfs Courier; 20-1 (terete Mare, 33-1 LUa PBgrtn 

SEA OF tLEJLT. ft BARRIER AIR CONDI- 
TIONING HANDICAP (CLASS F) (Dhr II) 
£2^00 added 1m 

34000- ISfDOZA(7q(CO)DlA4reyanai49tl .CLowewr (3)5 

40020 GADGEpi)(CO)(BF)ABsfcy798 JBetasy(7}3 

23-4H WITHOUT FBBOSR (CO) J WdvHeies 487 p*)DswrMeKaowr 2 

44064 PERSEVS1E (12) Lcrd ftrtngOcn 4 9 4 — AknwCookP)8 

O000S- SUNO™OL(19gjAmc*l4Ba ACtefeS 


3 i g 


3.00 


SEA OF HJLA.T: ft D.B. GREEN HEATING AND 
COOUNG H’CAP (CLASS D) £5,000 added 5f 

1 030-tt DOUBLE OSCAR p8) R (D) D tadlfc 500 Afex Genres 3 B 

2 04D47I MARY C0RNWAUB (3ffi (CD) RCQmI 4B4 DtasORtenAB 

3 03005- LORD SKY (257) (CO) A Bafcy 7 9 3 OSaniferei 

4 mom HALFTONE (7) (CO) RRmerBStt DM OWsMSB 

5 50000 THE KSTTTUTE BOY (14) (CD) KBUfe87G AUcCretbyP)2 

-Sdscbred- 

BETT1N& 5^t Doobis Oscar; Mary Conwatls, 9-2 Htal Tbna, 6-1 Lord Sky. 
14-1 Tbs institute Bojr 

SEA OF H.EAT. CONTRACTORS HANDICAP 


4.40 


(CLASS F) £3,000 added 2m 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

I o£sa ro^»NpZ)SQ»37cr PttoaS7 

-adsetesd- 

betTINQ: 138 WUhota Friuds. 7-2 Badge, W Cresecsa, 11-2 Ps rww ra. 8-1 
ljutai lad. 12-1 Mtadosa, 16-1 Roger Hess, 26-1 tenOTfrta 


05B5- LAURSTS LAD (7B) G Lfl»«3 85 

t>300 ROGStROSS(14)RFta«r3 80- 


Dsnby(7)i 
.Msrtfri Deysr 4 


WMI BRYMOR(E)mDlhJiiteerllh4B2(BBr) DaneOWaM2 

-31341 COASTGUARDS HB» (14) (CqBRsareefi 90 Martin Dwyer 1 

0404 sxaei AM) SEALS) (USA) (16) fCO) C Cyar 4 B 0 _Rn«fe 4 B 


. D Dwesnsy (3) 3 H 
A Whitens 


3.25 


SEA OF H.EJLT. ST1EBEL ELTRON MAIDEN 
j STAKES (CLASS D) £5,000 added 3YO 1m 2f 

, COMIANDSI CONN TM Jones 90. RPeriMB 

2 00643 MASTER CASTSI MO late 90 . KFHonT 

3 24522 NAflfiOGWjUSAJpHBFJMQttmnBO — AMactey3 

4 U0053- ZADA(90)GLUot»9D A0M11 

& EASY VWfUE (19) G LMoeraB9 (tes%Moo1s8 

0- FS&.FI&PS8) LnriHuftngdcn&9 JtewOTtaB4 

4 fgVEH FEVER (7) T J Na^6cn89 Rftancb? 


5 

6 

I W WGftJUORJJ«(20)MJMTT^a9 0HaBmd2 

9 036-06 UAKEBHJBfE(7) MFS^seBB JJHrerfeonS 

c Rtflf FOR RUSS S C Wfcpi* S 9 G Carter 8 

„ m SYLPWDE (12) M 8 S M Henry 10 

-lldsctesd- 

miiigm ItenghfiM MatavCate; MZbds. 1M Rn Rr Area. EasyVHna. 
MM. 14-1 ffetst Hlgtaand F8nft T6-T MMB Bsltere.ZM tahere 


1 64452 ZBMtATT (19) M Usher B 9 11 MRtasawBB 

2 SD-C BOWLAND50NS CHARM (W)(qtfesB Sanders 5 9 9-ACteft 10 V 

3 206-31 PHODSOPWC{26)(C)MBLJtata49B A McCarthy 5 

4 604C BROUGHTONS FCWULA (If? (O? (Bf?WMscnB 9 SDHotandBB 

5 
8 

7 

8 0CQC0 CALLMYGUEST(J^ Rftanxk8BT3- 

9 03025 KBCA(12)KBu1®5Btt 

n IBS POSSE CHAJN (15) fr Ljtarxxbn5B3.. 

-TOdMtered- 

BETT1NG: 4-1 Bmgtinne Fnnwte, 9-2 Brynidi, 5-1 Coastguards Haro, 6-1 Row- 
ludaom Charm. 13-2 Zarmatt, 7-1 CM My ferret. Pltaosopfifc, 12-1 S^red And 
Setaad, 14-1 PotaeChtan, tore 

SEA OF PLEAT CHMPLEX & PETER TREE ELH> 
| TFUCAL H’CAP (CLASS E) £3.750 added 7T 

1 05800 THE WYANDOTTE NNp2) (CO) R Hodges 4 1)0 Amanda Smdara 2 

2 50-402 JU5TU0UI(5)tC)<D)KBute4Btt .D Sweeney (3) 6 V 

3 31-056 BARnBtRtDGE(l5)GLMoore4 9l2 -...Candy Murio 4 

4 Itt-fi HGZAIBiaUE(B)(C^ttsJC8d4 93 RFbtachll 

5 -82354 G00S6YEGffiEM«(7)Bfeare4Stt_., CLotahtaRTO 

8 MOW SHARP IMP (1 6) (C)P)RHo*9f 8811 DapeOTtaBIB 

7 0222 MUSTANG P8) (CO) CThart*n56B J DtaaGt»on3B 

0 044405 IWORY5GRABHBIE(1fl(C)p)Kliiory587 A Clark 7 B 

s 2-5M3 STATISTICI AN (12) ( O (D) JctyBetry6S5 U Fatten 6 E 

V 0Q5-S DURABLE GEORGE (42) (CJJBTdgar 4 B3 fiBanMFS 

It -0633 CLDN0E(7) Rktgwn47tt NActersB 
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•tap ten 10-1 oenite GoM&yeGatMHn, TM BanMrHdga, Duretae Georea, 
16-1 hror/s Grab ftte, 25-T Ths Wyandaffa Ini 


Resu/ts 


FOLKESTONE 
2.1th 1. GLOWING PATH (RDunwoody) 
11-2:2. Gentle Time 33-1; 3- Bigwig 16-1: 
4. Halmanemr 7-1 20 ran. 7-2 few taw- 
wtor Rock. ■/», E (R Hodges, SomenonL 
Tote: £8 l 30; £280; EttBoTSSa E24Q DF: 
Ettoaa CSF: £ttD7& Trkasc £2(30823 Trio: 
£58140; £85517 carted forward to Vllincaiion 
450 today. 

2-40: 1. GRATOMf (5 Rad T3-8 tec 2. 
Ft«* Knows 5-1 ; 3. Corat Maatar -D-l 11 
rere4i^(Fra6toanaTldw3rto.H a rrpta* B) . 
Wk £230; E1BG £lfia £3Da DP. £JBQ(^ 
SUB. TVcast E636B Trio: £2ll7a 

3.1 0: 1. BRACKENHEATH (N Wtaim) 
92; 2. Looks LBreThwbfe 0-2: 3. Native 
ra grerBwtw tot.* nn6 21(D Gns^ 

£3204 THocEtiaawt Hob 
to The Sky - 

. MOl 1 . SALAMAN V Cttaaty) B-l ; 2. Akl- 
■ Son R 11-1; 3. Caracol 5-1 13 m 3-1 

ttjra: CffiOO; 

CSF: MXUttL Tncast £5X94 THq: £17100 
4.10: 1. RAMCHECK (MrC.Gordonl 6-1; 
2-Tba Cee Kay ri-4 ter; 3. Tomcappagh 
33-1 12 ran. KL 17. life GearatoaVwsfey 
CrawfeyL IblK £1100; E2BCL eSq £8,tX DR 
«2a CSF: £2487. Trio: COZBa 

4Afc 1. FUNNY GENIE (R Behmy) 7-1 ; 
2. FigMmB Tma 4-1 ; 3. Dayrfeeemar 7-2 
tec 19 ran. 17s 8- (Mrs LTaytat Capping 
Wteden). Tbte £1180; E28C £1BQ £ua £3£n 
OF: 084(1 CSF; £3896 Tncast CTHS4. Trio: 

raang 

Jackpob Not won; £d30SBBB owned for- 
ward to Wincanton today. 

Pfecepot £3640. Quedpot SaSQ, 

Pbcw & £11724 Piece 5: G24AB. 

S EDGEFIELD 

2^0: 1. MASTER OF THE ROCK (EMB- 
band) T2-T; 2. KtoOa Graevy M jt ter; 3. 
Nwttem Star «-l 7 ran. 9-4 Jt far Pon- 
tovetea (Wl! 3'h. (J Mad*}, ctuch 
Brough^ Tb» CnBO; nn q figa dr 


250: 1. BBTYUJUM (AP McCoy) 65 few; 
2. George DiUngham 51: 3. Brae k enth- 
aratte 26-1 7 ran. Kt (M pipe, WbSng- 
ton). Tttae: £180; EISCl £2DG DF: E32D Cff ; 
£730. 

320: 1. OW34S QUEST (ATtartori) 51; 
2. Swing Quartet 1-3 lav; 3. KiaSnt^n 51 
Tran. W, 7. (T Bherlngtan, Mefton). Tbte: 
EHXfc £200 £12. OF: £250 CSF: £1129 NR: 
What Chance. 

3-90: 1- CROSS CANNON (A Dobbin) 
52; 2. VM De Rama 11-8 toy; 3. Zeraha- 
nwr 51 5 ran. 1«A, 21 (J Wade, FferTyhta). 
Tbte: £320; £170. £150. DF: £400. CSF; £HT7. 

420: 1. COOUMWN LADY (Mr B R Foa- 
te) 2-1 fm; 2. Royal Banker B-l: 3. 
Daia m et re 51 14 ran. 8, 3. ‘ 


MeCon Mowbrayl Tata:! 

£220. DR ElttSai CSF: £1655 Tno: EB46Q 
NR: Haiti Princa 

450: 1. KI3EMI90N (R Garrtty) 51 ; 
2. Bahamian Knight J -fl lav; 3. Helm Wind 
651 11 ran.4 6 (M Hammona IMdletwni 
Tbte: *320; £Wft £t« £570 DF: £230 CSR 
£327. Trio: £1630 NR: My Buna; Sandebar. 
Ptacopot £9*1 Quad pot EiflQ 
Place 6: £5.72. Ptace 5: £248. 

WOLVERHAMPTON 

. 200: 1. FEAR NOT (M Frimon) 15-8; 2 
Lady Jazz 4-1 ; 3. Strung King 7-4 lav. 8 
ran. Bet) TotK £340; £110, £130, 

£100. DF: £450 CSF: £052 THo: £390 1« 
Faym. 

230: 1. ITALIAN SYMPHONY <A Mc- 
Carthy) 7-2; 2. U-No-Hany T2-1;3. 
Qanc«rT1-4t«6ran_ftL2 (PEvansT . 
B4.KK £350, £250 OF; ET2.7Q CSF: £3837. 

3.00:1. JAMAICAN FLIGHT (C Teague) 
12-1 ; 2. (^Benapan T1-2; 3. Monfecrttao 7-2. 
8 ran. 2-1 ter Smart Boy .4 Sh. (Mre S Lamy- 
man). TbIK £18.10; £250 E2AO £140 OF: 
£3400 CSF: £7196 Tricast £28058 
3J0: 1. DOUBLE-O (S Sanders) 9-2; 2. 
Tims To Ffy 52; 3. That Mm Agtan 13-2 
B ran. 52 av Brutal Fanta» uttft Hd, 3 ’h. 
(WJarvBi Tbte: £570: CMO £140 £170 DF: 
£820 CSF: £2458. THcast: £124)4 


400: 1. NUTT D’OR (N Adams) 52 fe 
2. Operatic 7-1; 3. Scatnebury 11-4 10 ra 
2V», 2‘k. (M Jointaonji ibtee £250; £1; 
£250 £200 DF: £1340 CSF: £2187. Th 
£1710 

430: 1. PRINCE ASHLEIGH (C Lowtta 
Tl -B few, 2. Natta Rufina 4-1 ; 3. Simla 5 
4 ran. I'/., hd. (P Hasten). Tbte: ELBQ. D 
£650 CSF: £646 
Ptacepob E24BO Quaopot £1040 
Place B: £16865 Ptace 5: £14723 

•BAHAMIAN KNIGHT, sent c 
636-mile: round trip to Sedge field t 
Wfesl Country trainer Martin Pip 
suffered a shock defeat at 1-8. Th 
five-year-old, winner of the 1996 Id 
ian Derby, was fourth-lengths secon 
to 8-J winner Mehemiscm. who mac 
all the running. 
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Threats alone are unlikely to improve the attitude of players 


THIS IS the time of the year when 
football managers found it benefi- 
cial to suggest that some men in 
their charge should be thinking se- 
riously about alternative employ- 
ment. 

The old retain-and-transfer and 
annual contracts enabled managers 
to employ fear as a factor in moti- 
vation because many players lived 
with the threat of being dumped 
when the season was over. 

It was a rotten system (ruled il- 
legal in 1961). one that the players 
had every right to challenge with all 
the media and political support 
their union could muster. 

The pendulum has since swung 
so far in the direction of even just 
half-decent players that threats 


alone are unlikely to improve their 
attitude. We are presently hearing 
and reading about the Aston Villa 
manager. Brian Little, who re- 
signed on Tuesday after a brief en- 
counter with the club's chairman, 
Doug Ellis. 

Little is not the bullying kind, but 
itwas a big mistake to suppose that 
his most difficult players would re- 
spond to decent behaviour and 
perform for him accordingly. 

If one player more than any oth- 
er brought little down, it was Stan 
Collymore, whose £7m transfer 
from Liverpool last summer caused 
people to wonder about Little’s 
judgement. 

CoDymore's pathetic grumbling, 
his attempt to put the aim on 


Nottingham Forest after moving to 
Anfield, and then his refusal to take 
up residence on Merseyside sug- 
gested that Little was binring trou- 
ble. 

A few weeks ago Collymore 
turned put for Villa in the EA Cup 
at Portsmouth. Said to be feeling 
unwell, be was substituted shortly 
after half-time. 

An old pro said in reference to 
Little's method of dealing with 
Collymore: “A cuddle? What he 
needs is a kick up the arse.” 

Plenty of managers would have 
resorted to that remedy, but they 
all worked in a much different 
time. "Tbday yoo have to be more 
subtle, cunning and tricky,” a Pre- 
miership manager said this week. 



KEN JONES 

"Thlent is So thin on the ground 
that good players won 1 ! stand for 
you getting into their faces. Now 
we’re studs with the Bosnian thing. 
If things aren't working out to 
their satisfaction, they're off” . 

Brian Clough’s success in foot- 
ball management was attributed in 


part to his understanding that very 
few players could be relied upon to 
always put in maximum effort. He 
played all the angles before they 
played him, keeping his players in 
a state of nervousness. 

I don't know howmnch reacting 
Clough does but there is a passage 
in Robert Graves's /, Claudius that 
is appropriate to the style he em- 
ployed in management. The glad- 
iators are assembled for a pep talk 
by Livia, the wife Of -Augustus and 
as wily as any football manager 
could be. 

She spent a great deal on the 
Games, and at this point in the sto- 
ry .she feels she is not getting val- 
ue for money. At the end of her 
firm lecture, she says: These 


.Games are being degraded by 
more and more professional tricks 
to stay alive. Iwon’t have it So put 
on a good show, and there’ll be 
plenty of money for the living, and 
a decent burial for the dead. If you 
let me down, TU break this guild, 
and I'll send the -lot of you to the 
mines-. That’s all Fve got to say to 
you." 

Alan Brown,' who managed 
Burnley, Sunderland and Sheffield 
Wednesday, never let his players 

forget who was boss, no matter what 

their, distinction. “If 1 give them 
enough rope, they’re sure to hang 
me,” I remember him saying. 

' There is something of the great 
Celtic manager Jock Stein in Alex 
Ferguson. Hiking a leaf from Stein’s 


The indomitable 
Stewart remains 
master of his craft 


AS ONE of the few England 
players without his own news- 
paper column, Alec Stewart 
gives the impression of a near- 
ly man. It is, as his brilliant bat- 
ting is once again proving, 
something of a false image, 
and yet it is one that cannot help 
being recalled again this Friday 
when Michael Atherton notch- 
es his 50th Test as captain. 

This is a milestone that, 
ironically, Stewart himself could 
weU have been celebrating had 
the England captaincy, follow- 
ing Graham Gooch's resigna- 
tion four and a half years ago, 
remained with the yeomanry, in- 
stead of falling into Oxbridge 
hands. 

For Stewart, 35 at the end of 
the tour, such conjecture and 
speculation are as pointless as 
patting back a juicy half-volley 
and then moaning about the 
missed opportunity. Even so, as 
Atherton’s long-term opening 
partner, he is perhaps well 
placed to have noticed how 
the half-century, unique to Eng- 
lish cricket at least, has been 
constructed. 

“At hers has unproved tacti- 
cally and he handles tough sit- 
uations much bcuer than he did 
when he first started. I’d say it’s 
only his handling of individuals, 
which he does in his own way, 
which is still a bit unusual. It 
agrees with some players, hut 
not with others, and it's more 
a case of them having to get 
used to him than the other way 
round.” 

But if their viewpoints do not 
always meet on common 
ground, Stewart is a loyal ad- 
mirer, and one of those who 
phoned Atherton at the 11th 
hour to try and talk him out of 
resigning the captaincy - a ploy 
which eventually succeeded. 

“I simply said: if you’re quit- 
ting because you feel it's af- 
fecting your batting, fair 
enough. But if it was for the 
wrong reasons, like media pres- 
sure. then he should carry on as 
we probably had our best 
chance ever of beating the West 
Indies. I told him, after all he'd 
been through, he deserved to be 
captain of what could be a suc- 
cessful England side." 

They have a chance, too, and 
one that, with the series level at 
one Test apiece, is so far being 
sustained by Stewart's bat and 


England’s senior batsman is not ready 
to relinquish his role at the top of 
the order. He talked to Derek Pringle 


Angus Fraser’s unstinting efforts 
with the ball. 

With 259 runs in two Tbsts 
and a farce, all on fairly spite- 
ful pitches, Stewart is way ahead 
of the chasing pack Mind you, 
it is not the first time he has 
done well in the Caribbean 
and, since the Packer era began 
in 1977 - a time when the West 
Indies pace bowling juggernaut 
had just begun to roll into ac- 
tion - no visiting player has 
scored more runs. 

T’m generally a fluent timer 
of the ball, but Fd rate my 83 
in the last innings of the second 
match in Trinidad, which took 
nearly five hours, as one of the 
best I've ever played. Batting 
against this lot is always a chal- 
lenge but in those conditions I 
had to work much harder, and 
from a defensive and concen- 
tration point of view, it's as well 
as I've played.” 

A hard-working cricketer, he 
analyses his game closely, usu- 
ally after consultation with his 
hither, Mickey, who was Eng- 
land coach from 1986-1992, 
and is a man who knows his 
son's game blindfold. 

“With the pitches so far hav- 
ing a tendency to keep low as 
weU as move about. I’ve delib- 
erately stayed leg side of the 
bah,” Stewart said. “Normally 
I go back and across to off 
stump, but if you do that and the 
ball squats, chances are you’re 
going to play across it and be 
lbw. By staying fractionally out 
of line, and keeping my pads out 
of the way, I hope Lo get a bat 
on it instead. 

“Mind you. Dad phoned me 
two days ago to remind me to 
go back to my old ways when I 
get on truer pitches, which with 
a bit of luck will happen in this 
Test, which is normally a good 
surface.” 

In fact, the pitch at the 
Bourda ground in Georgetown 
is fairly bare, and may suit spin. 
It is a suspicion even entertained 
by the West Indies selectors, 
who have picked a specialist 
wrist spinuer, Dinanath Ram- 
narine - a selection that may 
persuade England to play both 
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of their slow bowlers in the 
fourth Tfcst. 

As far as England are con- 
cerned, the problems over ac- 
commodating an extra spinner 
are well known. In the past, it 
has mainly been the wicket- 
keeper who has made way, with 
Stewart having to soak up the 
extra responsibility of taking the 
gloves. But while be is ngain will- 
ing lo do whatever is asked of 
him, England appear to be in- 
tent on resolving the dile mma 
by other means. 

“I enjoy keeping and FU do 
it if asked But you also have to 
ask what is best for the team and 
I think a major strength of this 
team is an Atherton/Stewart 
opening partnership. If I had to 
keep, I couldn't open as well and 
I can't see us going that route 
with three Tests still left to 
play.” 

As a batsman recently on the 
sharp end of Ambrose and 
Walsh, he scoffs at the recent 
notion that they are over the ML 
“Whatever happened in Pak- 
istan happened. As far as I’m 
concerned Amby [Ambrose] 
has bowled as well as I can re- 
member. OK, the pitches and 
the large seams on the balls have 
undoubtedly been a factor, but 
he just doesn't bowl a bad balL 

“He makes it look so simple 
too. He just runs in straight, his 
arm comes over straight, he fol- 
lows through straight and the 
ball goes straight. Which is 
what Gussie [Fraser] does for us, 
at a slightly reduced pace. 

“During the two Tests in 
Trinidad, the only boundary I 
can remember scoring off Am- 
brose was a thick edge to third 
man. Courtney is similar, 
though he might give you a few 
more balls to score off. Against 
bowlers like that you have to 
limit your ambition. I'm read- 
ing Steve Waugh's diary of their 
tour here three years ago and 
he’ right when he says you can't 
look further ahead than the next 
ball. You simply can’t set scor- 
ing targets like you. might 
against other teams." 

As a touchstone, and simply 
as a reminder that it can be 
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Alec Stewart in action during the second Test against the West Indies in Trinidad: 'Batting against this lot is always a 
challenge. Fve had to work much harder from a defensive point of view* Photograph: David Ashdown 


done, be carries a video of his 
back-to-back hundreds, made in 
Barbados four years ago, 
around with him. 

“I’m a great believer in 
watching videos of yourself, 
and it’s good to compare how 
I’m batting now with those 
knocks then, which I consider 
to be two of my best ever.” 

But if Barbados holds spe- 
cial cricketing memories, it is 
also the place where wives and 
significant others descend, and 
Stewart is looking forward to 
seeing his family, a visit that was 
banned last winter in Zimbab- 
we. “Last winter's decision to 
ban wives and girlfriends was 
wrong. As long as they realise 
that we are working and that 
they are only here because 
we’re working, that’s fine. I'm 


lucky, my wife Lynne knows 
where she stands when the 
cricket's on. But as long as 
they are well organised, which 
they weren't in Cape Town two 
winters ago, it shouldn't be a 
problem. After all, as we proved 
in Zimbabwe, we can lose with- 
out them being there as weU.” 

With two young children 
growing up rapidly, many play- 
ers find it increasingly difficult 
to drag themselves away on 
tour. It is a difficult situation, 
though one that Stewart - de- 
spite the absence of his own fa- 
ther, away touring with England 
during the 1960s -does not en- 
visage changing just yet. 

“While the family comes 
first, it’s a career and one that 
has looked after me well. Pro- 
viding fitness and form arc not 


compromised, I want to play as 
long as possible. One of the 
greatest influences on my crick- 
et has been Graham Gooch, 
who bad his best years between 
the age of 34 and 39. As Linford 
Christie once said: ‘Age is just 
a number.’ Well, I’m 35 in April 
and, as long as I keep enjoying 
it, 1 want lo keep going.” 

A meticulous player before 
batting he goes through the 
same habits of preparation: the 
twirling bau the little scrape of 
the crease, as well os the little 
kick of dust as he wanders Lo 
square leg to compose himself. 
All have helped him add up to 
the formidable batsman be is to- 
day. 

When I tell him that Lad- 
brokes have him to make 450- 
465 runs in the series, he feigns 


mock surprise, saying he'll be 
happy to settle for that. When 
I tell him it’s a good deal high- 
er than the spread offered on 
Brian Lara he laughs the laugh 
of a man at ease with himself. 
“It just shows you, they know- 
nothing abou* the game," he 
said. 

• The West Indian vice-cap tain. 
Carl Hooper, has been report- 
ed to the West Indies Cricket 
Board and could face discipli- 
nary action for deciding not to 
play for Guyana against Eng- 
land last weekend. The West In- 
dies coach, Malcolm Marshall, 
and the chairman of selectors. 
Les Hall, had instructed all 
their Test batsmen to play if pos- 
sible between the third and 
fourth Tests, but Hooper 
ignored their advice. 
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Bath at loose 
end after 
Lyle injury 


Rugby Union 


By Chris Hewett 

GOOD back rows tend to stick 
together, but Bath’s all-in- 
- teroationai loose trio have tak- 
en their inseparability to 
ludicrous extremes. With 
Richard Webster and Nathan 
Thomas, the Weish flankers, al- 
ready recovering from surgery 
on injured knees, the third 
member of the European cham- 
pions' imported triumvirate, 
Dan Lyle, came out in sympa- 
thy yesterday by ruling himself 
out of all rugby for the rest of 
the season. 

The uniq uely athletic No S 
from the United States twisted 
a imee during last weekend’s Al- 
fied Dunbar Premiership victory 
over Whsps and specialists have 
now diagnosed a rupture of the 
anterior cruciate ligamenL The 
damage is so extensive that 
Lyle has been advised to catch 
the first flight back across the 
Atlantic and rest up for a min- 
imum of three months. 

Given that Webster is still 
convalescing after keyhole 
‘ surgery and Thomas has only 
just had the plaster removed fol- 
lowing his own knee opera- 
tion, Lyle’s seasonal demise 
leaves the selectors in serious 
•difficulties. They must now be 
wishing they had kept Steve 
Ojomoh, who played for Eng- 
land in all three back-row po- 
sitions, at the Rec instead of 
letting him slip away to 
Gloucester before Christmas. 

Bath, who still consider 
themselves realistic contenders 
for the Premiership title, can call 
on the experience of Eric Peters, 
the former Scotland No 8, to 
help them out of their current 
hole. They are chronically short 
of flankers, however. Russell 
Earnshaw will fill one berth 
against Harlequins this weekend, 
with either Benoit Durand, a 
rookie signing from France, or 
Richard Bryan, a local product 
from Colston’s School, playing 
the blind-side role. * 

Neath, meanwhile, are having 
all manner of fen wiih one of 
their own loose forwards, the Fi- 
jian international Tomasi 
lamanivula. A 31-year-old Nn 8, 
Thmanivula is claiming unfair jg. 
missal against the Welsh pre- 
miership side and has taken 
them to an industrial tribunal in 
Lardin. 

Signed by Neath on a two- 
year contract last J U I V 
Tamanivula was labelled surplus 

to rwjurrements after only two 

Je Ptyer is challeng- 
ing Neath is claim that an eight 
week trial period was built into 
the deal. The hearing continues. 


Ballesteros takes back seat 


Andy ftnrdl 

reports from Dubai 

THESE days Sew Ballesteros’s 
seasonal debuts are low-key 
affairs. No place for him in the 
Dubai Classic's pre-ioumaraent 
junket, while it is Greg Norman 
and Colin Montgomerie who 
have been given the plum as- 
signments of designing the two 
courses at the new f 1 60m Emi- 
rates Hills complex nearby. 

It will not be Ballesteros's 
problem how to create an ele- 
vation worthy of the name hill 
out of the flat desert, and nor 
is the Spaniard that bothered 
T&ke the loss of his dub contract 
“It gives me more freedom, 
more spare time.” he said. 

Ballesteros also has a new 
caddie, is searching for a new 
manager but has not employed 
a new coach - instructor Den- 


nis Sheehy is just a good friend 
helping out. The victorious Ry- 
der Cup captain has just one 
aim for the season, staying on 
the fairway, both on and off the 
course. 

Last season the 40-year-old 
was never far from trouble, ei- 
ther wfaDe playing the game - 
he finished 136th in Europe - 
or in his other duties. “1 knew 
the captaincy was going to be 
difficult, but it was worth it." 
Ballesteros said. “I didn’t regret 
being captain. It was a great ho- 
nour and a great thing to hap- 
pen to me because it was in 
Spain and we won." 

For those expecting a “but", 
it duly came. "I don't think I will 
ever be captain again. The 
more I think about it. the less 
possibilities I give myself.” 

And as for his successor. 
Ballesteros was not going to be 
trapped into sayi°£ anything, ‘it 
is up W the committee and (hey 


know very well what lo do. I 
have lo be very polite this year. 

I promise you I will nut be m the 

middle of any trouble. That is 
my goal for 1998. Great, what- 
ever they decide is fantastic.” 

In order to look on the 
bright side of life, Ballesteros, 
who underwent a minor eye op- 
eration lost month, is having to 
dig deep, as when his suitcase 
was broken into en route from 
Spam. “They look 12 shirts, five 
trousers and six sets of under- 
wear, but they left me some 
things so they must he a good 
person, no? 

“I'm sure he is happy now 
wherever he is, and it is always 
nice to make people happy, 1 
have always tried to look on the 
positive side. I have always been 
positive and a winner, i’m not 
a loser. There are winning peo- 
ple and losing people. I’m on the 
winning side and Hi always be 
there. Never forget that." 


Warrington signings to miss 
cup showdown with Saints 


Rugby League 


By Dave Hadfidd 

WARRINGTON will be with- 
out two of their new signings for 
their Silk Cut Challenge Cup tic 
at St Helens on Sunday 

Adam Fogcrty misses the 
chance to play against his for- 
mer club after breaking down 
again in training with a thigh 
injury, while the ex-Oldham 
amire, Vince Fawcett, has been 
ill all week and also misses the 
match. 

Custleford are hoping for 
their first five-figure crowd 
since the visit of ih e Australians 
in 1994 for the tie against the 
Bradford Bulls the previous 
day. The club have already sold 
more than 7,000 tickets and 
Wheldon Road’s capacity of 
1 1,750 could be tested. 
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Richardson 
savours a 
rare high 


Tennis 


By John Roberts 


ANDREW RICHARDSON, 
the British No 3, defeated Marc 
Rosset, the Swiss 1992 Olympic 
champion, yesterday, which is 
not a tali story even though both 
players stand 6ft 7in. The pity 
of it was that Rosset retired, 
complaining of a viral infection, 
when trailing, 6-3, 2-1. 

It is often said that you can 
only beat the player in from of 
you. And if the player in from 
of you walks off the court? 
lough. That summarises 
Richardson's attitude after ad- 
vancing to the second round of 
the Guardian Direct Clip in Bat- 
tersea Park. “I think profes- 
sional tennis is all about taking 
your opportunities,’' he said. 
“Today Rosset obviously wasn’t 
100 per cent, but I was verv 
pleased with the way I played." 

The 23-year-old wild card 
from Peterborough's main con- 
cern was whether he would be 
feeing Greg Rusedski, the British 
No 1, world No 5 and a fellow 
left-hander, or Germany’s Mam- 
Kevin GoeDner in his next match 
today. Richardson lost to Rused- 
ski in the third round at Wim- 
bledon last summer. Rosset. 
ranked No 28, arrived here af- 
ter losing to Rusedski in Sunday’s 
final of the European Commu- 
nity Championship. 

Richardson needed five set 
points to secure the opening set 
after Rosset had double-fault- 
ed to lose his serve for 3-5. Af- 
ter being broken in the third 
game of the second set, the 
Swiss informed the umpire that 
he would have to default 

It was Richardson’s sixth win 
on the ATP Tour. A close friend 
and contemporary of Tim Hen- 
man, his progress has been 
pedestrian by comparison, his 
world ranking rising from No *162 
in 1995 to No 326 in 1996 and 
No 143 at the end of last year. 

You may have heard that the 
ATP Tbur intends to experi- 


ment with coaches on the court, 
a la Davis Cup tics, but there is 
no suggestion that the gurus are 
going to be allowed to play the 
shots. When the game plau is 
talked through and the motivat- 
ing done, the players, as always, 
will be the ones with the rackets 
doing the business, or noL 

Henman is alert to the situ- 
ation. which is why he was keen 
to put the role of his coach, 
David Felgate, in perspective af- 
ter ending a run of five con- 
secutive defeats with a rousing 
6-7. 7-6, 7-5 victory against 
Richard Krajicek, the 1996 
Wimbledon champion, id the 
first round on Thesday night. 

“He’s very important to my 
learning process," Henman said, 
“but last night was not all to do 
with him. just as when I've been 
losing it was not all lo do with 
him. Thai’s why I think some of 
the criticism has been totally out 
of order. It was me who had to 
win the match last night, and it 
was me who was playing like an 
idiot in previous weeks. 

“In Melbourne and Split I just 
wasn’t going for my serve, and I 
was struggling. If Td lost last 
night, what could I have said? It 
just shows what it can turn on. 

“The crowd last night helped 
me in a similar way as they did 
at Wimbledon. I was pretty 
tired at the end, and it definitely 
put pressure on Richard when 
the crowd sensed I had an op- 
portunity. I fell a bit bad for 
Richard. He’s a veiy good guy, 
and the two matches I've played 
him in were real hcartbreakers." 

Henman’s opponent tonight 
is Rainer Schuttler. a German 
qualifier ranked No 118 in Lbe 
world, who embarrassed the 
Briton in Split. “I knew I had 
bottomed out after Split," Hen- 
man said. *T improved against 
[Boris] Becker [in Dubai], and 
I improved against [Magnus] 
Norman [in Antwerp], and I 
knew I was hitting the ball well 
in practice. I have got the op- 
portunity to put the record 
straight after Split." 


Silk Cut forced to retire 


Sailing 


Stuart Alexander 

reports from Sao Sebastian 

THE stately minuet that has be- 
come the closing stages of the 
fifth leg of the Whitbread Race 
for all but the winner, Paul Ca- 
yard’s EF Education, is likely 
to finish tonight for the pair dis- 
puting second and third. 

For Lawrie Smith's Silk Cut, 
at least, it is ail over. After los- 
ing their mast to weeks ago they 
have limped along, and they of- 
ficially retired from the leg yes- 
terday. But the women of EF 
Education are fitting their new 
mast at Ushuaia in Argentina, 
in the Beagle Channel at the 
southern tip of South America, 
and will complete the leg. 

Roy Heiner’s Brunei Suner- 
gy, the only one of the nine yachts 


not designed by Bruce Fair, con- 
tinues to hold off Dee Smith’s 
Chessie Racing by just over 10 
miles. It is a precarious lead, but 
the Judel and Vrolijk design 
has kept Lhis up for four days. 

It is supplies of food and fuel 
that are r unning out on some of 
the other boats, including Gun- 
oar Kranlz’s Swedish Match, 
which continues to lead the 
chasing group. 

Uacy Edwards and the all- 
woman crew of the 92ft cata- 
maran Royal and Sun Alliance 
are progressing well as they try 
to set a new non-st op around the 
world record. They have covered 
7,041 miles in the first 22 days 
for an average of 13 - 3 knots. 

WHITBREAD ROUND THE WORLD RJJb lag 
(Auckland to S*o Bratfy. YEF 

gume (SvwJ 29 days thr Smfn 'ZSwc 2&unrf 
Suvmy (NBtffl 28a3 rr*ee to finish: 3 Chase* 
Fte*n (US) 2981 : 4 Stwxfch Match (&ve) 3914; 

40V7.B TBBhfco (MSI 4152: 
7 SSwdon^erTW (Nod MIS: S SK Cut (081 
E39W; A EF Education (Swfi) 21801 



Goran Ivanisevic plays a forehand drop volley during his surprise 6-2, 6-4 second-round defeat to Wayne Ferreira in Battersea yesterday 


Photograph: Allsport 


Uefa drops Chelsea referee Gritt is sacked by Brighton 


By Andrew Martin 


UEFA, European football’s 
governing body, yesterday took 
(be extraordinary step of 
relieving the Swedish referee. 
Leif SundelL, together with two 
assistant referees, from their 
duties at Chelsea’s European 
Cup-Wiuners’ Cup quarter- 
final at Real Bciis next week. 

Sundcl! attended Sunday's 
Spanish league game between 
Real Bctis and Espanyol, 
prompting a Uefa investiga- 
tion. Although it found that the 
trio had not gone lo the match 
as guests of the Seville club, 
Uefa has decided to replace the 
match officials for the game, on 
Thursday 5 March. The match 
will now be refereed by Alan as 
Ouzounov, of Bulgaria. 

The Chelsea assistant man- 
ager, Gwyo Williams, welcomed 
the ruling os a “sensible deci- 
sion". He said Sun dell had 
been the match official in one 
of the club's previous European 
games and bad found him to be 


an entirely competent official. 

However, Williams added: “I 
can understand why Uefa have 
changed [the officials] because 
if they hadn't and there had been 
a controversial decision, then 
questions would have been 
asked. Our managing director, 
Colin Hutchinson, asked Uefa 
to make a comment about tbe 
matter and they are obviously 
very careful about these things.’* 

The England defender Tbny 
Adams has insisted that he is 
committed to staying with 
Arsenal. The 31-year-old has 
been linked with a move from 
Highbury, with Rangers 
reported to be interested. 
Adams has IS months of his 
contract to run and while he 
may seek to renegotiate, both 
Adams and the Arsenal man- 
ager. Arsene Wenger, say he is 
staying with the Gunners. 

“I’m not about to uproot," 
said Adams, who has been at 
Arsenal all bis career. “Why 
should I want to? My children 
are in London and they are veiy 


important tome. I’ve got a long- 
term commitment to Arsenal 
and 1 will-be happy to stay with 
the club.” 

Adams’ England team-mate, 
the Tbttenham Hotspur striker 
Les Ferdinand, has been 
charged by the Football Asso- 
ciation for his sharp criticism of 
the referee Gerald Ashby fol- 
lowing Spurs’ FA Cup defeat at 
Barnsley. Ferdinand described 
the official's performance as 
“disgraceful”, adding that be 
would expect better from a 
parks' referee. 

Ferdinand and his club- 
mates were incensed by Ashby's 
dismissal of the midfielder 
Sieve Oemence for diving in the 
fourth-round replay at Oak- 
well. The striker was yesterday 
charged by Lancaster Gate with 
using insulting language and has 
been given 14 days to respond. 

Luton's chief coach, Thevor 
Peake, is leaving the Second 
Division club to join the back- 
room staff at his former club, 
Coventry. 


BRIGHTON and Hove Albion 
yesterday dismissed their man- 
ager, Steve Gritt, after winning 
just four matches in the Third 
Division this season. 

Albion’s chairman, Dick 
Knight, was due to hold talks 
last night with a possible re- 
placement. Gritt, who look 
over at Brighton in December 
1996, guided the Sussex dub to 
a dramatic escape from relega- 
tion last season. They are cur- 
rently second from bottom in 
tbe Nationwide League, with 
only Doncaster beneath them. 

Knight, who took control of 
the dub after a protracted take- 
over battle last year, said: “No 
one who cares about the Albion 
will forget Steve’s tremendous 
contribution to our survival last 
season. This season, given our 
difficult circumstances, feasibly 
we were only seeking to pre- 
serve our League status by a 
safe margin, but to date that 
comfort zone has eluded us. 

“The board has shown pa- 
tience but feel that it is in the 


best interests of the club, both 
short-term and long-term, lo 
make a change now.” 

The career of the West 
Bromwich Albion defender 
Shane Nicholson is in doubt 
after he refused to lake a train- 
ing-ground drugs test. 

Nicholson, 27. first fell foul 
of the Football Association's 
drug test unit in October when 
a training-ground sample re- 
vealed traces of amphetamine. 
He was charged with miscon- 
duct but when he wem before 
an FA disciplinary bearing in 
November, his defence was 
that on a night out his drink Bad 
been spiked. 

That was accepted, although 
Nicholson was warned about his 
future conduct and told he 
would have to submit to target 
testing during future months. 

Nicholson has already pro- 
vided one sample for the FA’s 
drug unit, but when tbe unit 
turned up at the Baggies’ train- 
ing ground on Monday Nichol- 
son refused to supply a sample 


in breach of the undertaking he 
had given at the disciplinary 
hearing three months ago. 

The civil action by the Brad- 
ford City striker Gordon Wat- 
son against Kevin Gray, of 
Huddersfield Town, will take 
place on 19 October. The trial, 
expected to last 10 days, is like- 
ly to be heard in Leeds or 
Sheffield. 

Watson has not played since 
his leg was broken in two places 
after a tackle by Gray in the 
fourth minute of a First Division 
match at Valiev Parade on 1 
Februaiy last year. 

Manchester City are trying 
to sign the former Hartlepool 
and Motherwell left-back Rah 
McKinnon from the Dutch 
club, Tweme Enschede. He is 
also wanted by Hearts. 

The Football Association 
has dropped a poaching charge 
against Wolverhampton Wan- 
ders after Shrewsbury Town 
withdrew a complaint about 
an illegal approach to a former 
Shrews youngster. 





Sporting Digest 


Athletics 

IAAF GRAND PfilX U MEETING (Mel- 
bourne): MEN: lOOm 1 M Grew* (US) 
KMGsee; 2 J Drummord (US) 
tey (Can) 1036 800m 1 S Fanrf (NZ) 
1 :«S2; 2 B Hater (Aus) 1 :45»; 3 P 
(Kan) 1 :4&82. iTom hureflea: 1 A Johnson 
(US) 1345: 2 J Pierce (US) 15S9: : L^n 
der Kuyp (Aua) 1386. 400m hurttefi l B 
Bronson rife) 4840: 2 E Thomas (US) 4858 
3 R Robinson (Aus) *520 wn a£ jm P;L J 
TSartna (Aub) 803m; 2 P Burge (Aus) 736. 


tun* M 


3 N Adamou (AJg) 7S3. 

WOMEN: 100m 1 M Jones l , 

9;ZL Msabate (Geri %03j2: 3 T 


Done . 

(£ 03 . 19 . M. L. IUMHUW ry 

Hodgfctoson (NZ) 2:0347. MWOm: IS 
0S3wn (in (J «:t&28: 2 S Bany fNZ] 
15:4207; 3 A Cross (Aus) «:4^ 400m 
hurtlae: 1 S Price (Aus) 58.7* l S» 

(Aub) 6226; 3 SS4WS (GeD 5 577. POM 
wMtIE' •“ _ 


(Bus) 42ft-3 RDecy (Aua) 405 

Basketball 

NBA: Wasringan 124 Houston TtS 
say no Vbnaouvar tfl ; QoMenSjato 07N»* 
fa* 52; Muni w Utah iQZLAlfiairsJX 
tEteaukeefll; San Antonio 105 4*x**Ma 

S9;P«arieWitaB5«»enixS4 

Cricket 

RajeshGhauhan the off-break bowter 

whose action came under scrutiny ty 
the Irfemaflonal Cricket Cou ncflyi Dg- 
camber, was among far sptnnere 

traSa next month. tnrSa, urtbeatenin 
a home series since 1987. haw once 
again banked on their TOtfi«Qn?i 


thaa»wid 0 rrtiBhBflBsh Kangarana 
thetefrairwVtentetapatfvRaM^ - 
cafled after the England far rnJSw, 
are the other sfaw bowlers to tna 


three): Australia 305 lor B dec (M J Staler 
9ft RT Porting 63) and 36 for 3; Bombay 
410 far 6 dec (S R Ifendute 204no) 

Cycling 

TOUR DE LANGIWW Bgfa 

stage (128km): 1 D Pien (If) 2hr 5Sn*i 
S6S8C; 2 S Fortner (US) 2-3600; 3 MM- 
son (Aus) same time; 4 E Gragus (Pro) 
25606; 5 P ZUcconl (Siwt); 6 D KtjnJeto W; 
7 M Musa (Malay); 8 G Glorr^ lProJ all s/c 
9 J Landry (Can) 2:56.12 10 F ftodrtojaz 
(US) 25645. Overall: 1 A Tafl ftt): 2 PRo- 
*- ' jbz (US); 3 N Axabson (S^; 4 S<Wd- 

7 P WSdecH (Pbl); 8 A Masrevj [Kazak); S 
R GagoOi fit): 10 S Petersen (Den). 


22X 




Singh. I ^ , 

TOUR MATCH (Bomber, aacond day or 


Football 

Spanish poSce are Investigating ©- 
anpaoto Pbzri, the managing cSrecfor 
aftheitbanSerie/l cito LWnese, over 
alegations of fraud. 

The Darby County str ikBr Peo n Bar- 
ton has been voted Jamaica^ sports 

finals. The Fteadtog-bom Bt nnn. 2t, 
took the award ahead of the cricketer 
Courtney Walsh after scoring cruoal 
goals to Jamaica)* quatfytog malch- 
es against America and Costa Rica. 
Benedct McCarthy scored twice yes- 
terday to earn the defandtog cham- 
pions, South Africa, a place to the final 
ofthfl African Nation* Ci*xM<£arthy 
scored to the 60toirtnuJB and toe 22nd 
mtoute of extra time against the De- 
mocrat: RBpublcc* Coigo to (*« Ms 
side a 2-1 wtoh the semWtoat to Oua- 
gadougou, Burkina Fasa to become 
thetoumamentbtop scorarwithsev- 
en goats. South Africa, the last World 
Cup quaBflers toll to the competition, 
had to conrc from behind after a sip- 
sfitotB. Kave Bembuana. had put the 

Democratic Rspubfc of Congo ahead 
to the 48th minute 
LOAN TRANSFER: Martin Aldridge (for- 
wflnl) Oxford Utd to Swthaitl 

Pools dividends 

LTTTLEWOODS TieH* MMUCK KRN 
22.10430; 22 EttBOO; 21 CBjOO; 20 5375. 
Half-time roeufl*: £355 f»p(S max) 
draws; ET725. Mr* E2ZM. Fha 

■ways (pa« on toum S*4» 

ZE'l IERS Treble chanc* 24p<s £3835395; 


23 E3t3.1t): 22 £&7D; 21 £18Q Fourmaya: 
£32450 Baht homes: WOO. Pour dram: 
£S2a AH mm treble diaries train afl 14 
dram: 24pta ES&55; 23 C23Q Fair FIvk 
£S6£5l Lucky numbers: 2 Q 15. 4 32. 12. 37. 
BRTTTQtS Itable chance (3 (Bvtdanda)-- 
23pts C1A5&00; 22 £555: 21 £1#?a Four 
draws: rrzsft Five away* (paid on fas): 
£335a Eight homes: £17311 

Swimming 

Rna, the World governing body. Is to 
hold a special congress nairt month 
to strengthen Its anti-doping rules, tt 
vriU folow on from Finas task-face 
meeting In Switzeriand on 5 and 6 
March and wtt toughen drug control 
measures China, who are hosting a 
leg of the Fra World Ctp swrfmmtng 
competition to Peking this week, have 
bean the target of drugs allegations 
.to recent weeks Four Chtoese swim- 
mers were found to have taken the 


Football results 


Yesterday 

AFRICAN NATIONS CUP SamMnal (Oua- 
gadougou, Burkina Faso): Democratic 
Repdiflcor Congo 1 {B8mbi«na4a)Soulfi 
Africa 2 (McCarthy BE* 113 (after exfta &WU. 
INTERNATIONAL FROIDiy QWAriv): te- 
raal 2 (TWaanBov 2a Haraa «) Pdand a 
BASS IRISH CUP Statiwound reptev 1 Anb 

1 Armagh Oty3 

AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION Hrat 
DMsIore Tbttanhwn 0 Wtesl Ham 0; Wlm- 
blodon 0 Ipswfcfl T 

Tuesday^ late results 
NATIONWIDE FOOTBALL LEAGUE Ffat 
DMsIon: Bralted Ofy 2 Purr tola 1; Hud- 
cfarsfiDO Town 2 Suidwtend 3; fpswcfi Town 
5 Oxtad UU 2: RsKfog 3 Mandwflw Oiy 
0: Stockport Cotnty 2 Norwich City 2 Tter- 
msre Rowre 0 Notitogham Forest 0; Wea 
Bromwich Atoion 0 Portsmouth a Sereral 
Dlvtslorn Bristol Ftewrs 3 Wycombs Vten- 

dsm i; Efanby 1 Whatham 2 avwsrflald 

2 OUham Aittedc 1 ; FUham 0 Boumsmouih 
1 : (»ighan 1 1fortfiampton Tbwn 0; Grims- 
by Tbwnl Blackpod 0; UiBn 

Athletic 1 ; Praaon North Eml 0 C«fsk Ttal 
3; Southand Ufd3 Ptymtxi* 
sal 0 Brantford 0; Its* City DBretpi OW t 
■mWDMBton: CarrtlfGity 2 BotfieriiamUW 
2 Cheofa Ofr 1 Tbrw Uti 3: Dor»st- 
er Rovers 0 Daringtan 2; Exeter CSty 2 


flegal rSwetic TMamterene - which 
madfcal experts say Is a masking 
t fa artaboic steroid use - to the 
i Championships in Perth in Jan- 
uary The fated taste foflowed the cSs- 
quaOflcation of the breaststroke 

swtomer Yuan YUan aftBr customs oT 
fidals found 13 vials of hunan growth 
hormone in her bags at Sydney air- 
port 

WORLD CUP (Peldna) FtaalK HEN: BOra 
bree ate tretre: 1 ZengtBWnfl (Ch) 2736; 2 
ZJ-uYHCh) 2757-. slChengiW iCh) 2367. 
50m butterfly: 1 G teatf (Aus) 2377; 2 
Zhang Olang (Ch) 3422; 30 SSantiav (Ukr) 
3144. 100m freestyfe: 1 A Ptpov (TUd 4599: 
2 R Upton (Aua) 4373: 3 Liflsmwa fit) 4855 
100m breaststroke: 1 K Tbmistov (Croa) 
5426;2Huegi 54523R Ftomero (Br) 5437. 
200m breaststroke: i a Korneyev (Rus) 
2:08.70; 2 Zhu ZOfiOSt 3 A GoUow (BJ) 
2:1103 200m butterfly: 1 D Sfomlsv (Uhr) 
15559; 2 Han Kyinchul (S Kor) 1:5579; 3 
KVWBams (Aus) 1^855. 400ro freettyte: 


Briahron A Ht>« Abtan 1; Hjt Crty 0 Baf- 
natiLaytonariania htertepool Utd i; Ln- 
cokrCHy 1 Sarthc^UWI.-MansflaktTbwn 
1 Macetesflaid town 0; Notts County 2 
Svreraaa Ote 1; Ftetarboraurti Utd 0 Scar- 
borough 0; Rochdale 2 Cartridge Utd 0; 
Shrewsbury Town 0 Colchester Utd 2 
BELL'S SCOTTISH LEAGUE Premier DL 
vtcion: Dundee Utd 1 Hjeirten 1; IGF 
mamoc* 1 Rangers i Second Dhtokm 
Queen of the South 0 Clydebank a Third 
Dhrteton: Ate 2 CowdenOeath Q 
GM VAUXHALL CONFERENCE: Hereford 
Utd 3 Hayes 0; TB«ord Utd 2 Northwieh Vle- 


FA UMBRO TROPHY Third-round re- 


i Vtood i Skxjgh Town 2 < 

maim). 

RYUAN LEAGUE Premier DhrMorc Car- 
shatton AtNetic 0 Si Albans City 2; 
Grewsend & Northfleet3 BaskiQ^M Town 
1 Pint Division: Whvtetaafe 1 Mtogfl 
mi: Bratotree 3 Bedford 


DMelon: 

Town 0; Tooling 5 Wfchflm 0 Canwy bland 
1;Wttham3WWdsfona4 Third l*«oro 
Canfoartay 2 Khgsbiay 1; Bteom S EwbI 
0 Corirthfin Caeoeis 1: PiWUWS Lewes 
0; Southal 2 Cfate t fiuatto hawama 
Cup fourth-round replay: Sutton Utd 5 

Romford 3 fart). 

WtiS0fO> LEAGUE CUPForattMWjndr& 
play. Nirirdwi zBoafan Utd i Praddart 
Cup MKrond raiaid: ffaioam 2 Marine t 


1 J Hofimann (Ger) 2:4459; 2 1 
song (.Chi 33034; 3 V ; 

100m IndMdual mwfley: 1 C I 
5549; 2 hfoegl 5573; 3 X» Xuten 
400m IndMdual medley: 1 Xia j 
4:H2l;2CKeaer(Ger)4rM3Z;3DWkt( 
43015. 

WOMEN: 50m tefaratnolurlSVaftar (Gar) 
2554; 2 Lu Donrfva (04 2553; 3 Chon Yhn 
A pi) 2935 50m freeetvte: 1 Vdfter 25.©; 

2 Chao Na (Oh) 2S35; 3 Man YOn (Ch) 2503 
100m breeatetrolDK 1 S Bondarenko (Ukri 
1:0790; 2 Han Xue (Ch) im62; 3 S 
Gerasch (Ger) IflSSa 100m butterfly: 1 Hu 
Nng (Cn) 1 £054; 2 Chen Itin B (CM 1HCL71; 

3 K JOte (Gar) ino.72. 200 m backatrake: 

1 Chen Yan A (Ch) 2:055; 2 R Nakamura 
(Jcroan ) & 1301 • 3 L Porchfoneta (H) 2rfiS4 
200m freeaMm 1 J GrevSejAus) 1-5870; 

2 N Judd (Japan) 2^056; 3 ShanDan (Ch) 
2:0168. 200m bidhrldual medley: 1 Hu 30- 
aowen (Ch) 2:1151; 2 T Hagiwara (Japan) 
2:eS3: 3 WOng Oama (Ott 2:140ft SOOin 
freestyle: 1 Own Hua (Ch) 8^2.15; 2 S 
Cofca (0^ 59634; 3 Luo Ping (Ch) SSSH. 


Second-round reptay: Leigh RM 0 GUse- 
*°y a 

DR MARTENS LEAGUE Premier DMafan: 


Merthyr lydfl 2 Burton Albion l Midland 
Dhritfcm: Hbv 
League Cup: 

0 Margate 3. 


DMetan: HfocWey Utd 2 VS F 
League Cup eemHInal ftotf leg: 


ARNOTT INSURANCE NORTHERN 
LEAGUE CUP Third mind: AaWngton 1 
Prodhoe IjPmcftoe won 5-# on ponSUeaf; 
Dmnon FB 2 Consult 0; E as inuton 3 
O Hntf M tn Town 2; South Shields i Bttng- 
hamSynthorVa a 

JEWSON EASTERN LEAGUE Premier 
DMiiare GreN ’famouto 0 Vttraham O; Sud- 
bury Town 0 Fafaeaowe 1; Tlptree 1 New- 
markrna League Cup semi-ftnaie: Diss 0 
Vtoodbridga 2; Waitwys 4 Hfcton 2 (aafi. 
UNUET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE Hrat 
DMaton: Burgase HB 2 Shoreham 0; Wick 
1 LttHeharopton 3 

W1NSTONLEAD KENT LEAGUE FlrB UL 
vttforeDed 1 ThamMriwaci 1;Favoreham 
o Lwdwrood 0; Ramsgate 1 VCOAthfotte 
i; WhjwaOlefl SfadeGram t Postponed: 

Tutorize Weis v Chatham. 

SCREWFIX WRECT LEAGUE Premfor 
Dhtefort: Ltengotsfieto 3 Bridgwater a 
Postponed: Came v Taunton, 

W3RTH ERN CQUNTES EAST LEAGUE 
Premier Dhriafoii! Thacktay 2 Arnold l 
LeaGN Cuptowto round: Anrthorpe 1 C 
sell Abon 2: Kjrfcnai 4 Hal Road I 


Table tennis 

EUROPEAN WOMEN’S LEAGUE (Wh»- 
churcti) Premier DfoWow England 1 


Sweden 4 (Eng nanree ttrsQ: : 

L Lomas bt C Jorsson 13-21 21-12 21-12; 
NDaatonlosttoMSvensson Tl-21 tl-21; 
AHotfosttoASuensaon 17-21 17-21 Dou- 
blaB Lomas and Holt lost M and A Svens- 
son 15-21 21-16 16-21; Lomas lost to M 
Svensson »-2l 12-21 
QATAR OPEN (Doha) Selected: Men’s 
singles, first round: H SMbutanf (Japan) 
bt Tfamfl (Eng) 21-12 21-14 21-18; E 


Chtchsttoine 
Tt *210-21 


. bt M Syod (Eng) 21- 
1-16 21-T& Men's doubles, 


rea (Ffcm) bt S Skforafo (1-4) am K Marcrt 
(Pol) 21-14 14-21 22-2G First round: 
Eden and Horae bt J M Satva (BeOand 
2 Primorae (Croa) 17-21 21-n 2I-13L Sec- 
ofto round: K Lnghu and L GaaSana (Ch) 

bt Edan and Ftorea 21 -to 21-17. 


0; North Fentoy 1 Garforth 0; Cunon Ash- 
ton 3 Brodswonh 4. 

JEWSON' WESSEX LEAGUE: Lymington 2 
Cowes Sports 0 

Ifl&SPORT UNITED COUNTIES LEAGUE 
Premier DMelon.- Long Buckby 3 Deebor- 

£S h oySiSS ,oSrtsws5:S "- 

MTERUNK EXPRESS MIDLAND AL- 
UANCE: Huahol Otympic 1 Rocestw CL 
LEAGUE OF WALES GObert Cup eeml-fl- 
nalsecond leg: Barry 5 Cwmbran 0 (agg: 

BASS IftiSH CUP Sbdh-round replay: BaT 
lydare Comrades 0 Gtenavon 4. 

IRISH LEAGUE COCA-COLA FLOODLIT 
CUPQuertar4Det:Q8itay2Unfiek)2(asO. 
HARP LAGBI NATIONAL LEAGUE OF 
IRELAND CUP tonal second leg: Shel- 
botane □ S8go Rouen D (agg: 0-7) 

WON INSURANCE COMBWATTON Ffat 

DMsIon: Wwford 0 Cryawt Palace 1 (at 

NorthwxKfi. - 

THETIMES FA YOUTH CUP Fttlh round: 
Arsenal 0 Leeds Utd l 
INTERNATIONAL FRIENDLIES (Buenos 


(PalencB BS. Aspe "pen 75t 
PORTUGUESE CUP Semi-finals: Fogo 3 
Undo Lairia 2 (laaO; Brega 2 Bentfoe t 


Tennis 

GUARDIAN DIRECT CUP (Battersea 
Baric, London) Singles, firat round: T Htm- 
man bt R Kraicek (Nsth) 6-7 7-5 7-5; A 
ftchardson ((*) bl M Rosset (Swtt) 6-32- 

1 ret Second round: J Stemarirtc (Nath) 
bl B LMwch CCS Rep) 52 6-7 6-4; YKafeL 
rtkov (Rus) a D Vaosk (Cz Rep) 6-3 6-4; 
W Fferrefra (SA) bt G tvenlsovic (Croa) 6- 

2 6-4. Doubles, first round: DAdam(SA) 
andLtomek (Bel) btM Bamaidand BDe- 
bol (SA) 6-1 6-4; P Galbraith (US) and B 
Steven (NZ) MTCarbonsI and F Ftoig (Sp) 
W 7-6. 

ADVMITA CHAMPIONSHIPS (PhBadel- 

®ws) bt E Atusrez (Sp) 6-4 6-3. T 

ga) KVSpadaa (US) &3B.2; S Schrtken 
(Jwi) W J Sabsnslaln JUS) 6-3 4-6 7-6; 
P IteartxJs (Nsth) bU Sanctwz (Sp) 6^ 
6-4; R Fteneberg (US) bt J Burk @3) &■ 

3 &T ; M Craca (Ger) bt N Lapentti (Be) 6- 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 

100,000 

The number of Teessicte 
cable television subscribers 
who can tune 'n to the new 
hour-long, twice- weekly 
programme, Boro TV. 
Though first-team action is 
rot featured, there will be 
footage from reserve and 
youth games, whOe in foe 
“Bemie’s About” slot foe 
former striker. Bernie 
Steven, wi interview past 
and present players. 


The Wlarns sbtera are throudh fo the 
second round of the IGA Ifennis Ctas- 
* to Oktahoma City after straight-set 
wtones. Vbtws WBams, fie thWaeed. 
raoxried tl acas in beating Nana 
Myad of Japan, 6 -a 6 - 2 , wbaattiefifttv 
seeded Serena WBams, 16 . had an 
ewn easier time wtth a 44 -o*iute 6-1 
6-2 victory over her feBow-American 
Katrina Adams. 

IGA WOMENS CLASSIC (Oklahoma 


bt L Grtarsa OQ 6-2 M 7-5; M McGrS? i 
bt P Hy^ouals (Can) M 5-7 6-2: T Sny- 
der (US) bl S Cade (US) 6-4 7-6; S 
WMams (US) bl K Adams (US) 6-1 6-2; V 
Wtoura (USjbt N Myad (Japan) 63 62; 
A Filter (US) W K-A SoefAus) 4-6 7-5 
7-5; A EKwod (Aua) bt A Stevens (US) 6 
4 6-4: L Ghfrairt-Rubbi (Frj bt E Gagiartfi 
(Mon) 2-6 6-2 &4; F Lubteni (h) btnSa- 
kj (J^»n) 4-6 7-5 6-1 
WTA TOUR (Linz, Aut) Singles, second 
rauntfc N lauziat (Fr) bt A FUsal (Fr) 4-6 6-2 
6-2 

ITA WOMEN’S TOURNAMENT (Bushay) 
Singles, Hrst round: D Zaric (Vug) bt H 
Rosan (lar) 7-6 7-5; M Schnrtzer (Gar) bt E 
CUufchei (FT) 6^ 6-2; L La&mer (GB) bt L 
Utoocboffe (G8) 63 7-6; A Ortmo (Sp) bt 
P Wfortush (Aut) 7-6 6-2; R Sandu (fern) 
bl LAndretto (W 6-1 4664; A Jamas (GB) 
WM Lamarre (Ft) 6-3 6-0; J Wand (GB| bt 
T Krcan (Stoven) 66 4-6 6-4; N Fet»r (Bel) 
“ EBaajSp) 6-3 6-1; J Piten (GB) bl S-A 
Siddal (GB) 6-2 60; E Tartarfcova (Ukrt bt 
A Sena-Zarett) tA)2-66-l &Q 


Today’s fixtures 


Football 

THE TIMES FA VOUTH CUP Fourth-round 
replay: Ipswicn v HA (701 

AVON MSURANCE COUBMATXM Fnt Di- 
vision: Luton v Queens Parti Rangers pn 
FRIENDLY MATCHES: Bhrth Spanans v 

Ice hockey 

EXPRESS CUPfTnaLi 
Bracknel Bees (BX% (af J 

Other sports 

BOWLS: Engfah Wotrwnfe kvfoo, NaUc*»> 
Chartotenshfos (Yarmouth; 

MWKHfc LNapea^ Vcforfo Olomy emiango 

SQUASH: Cupar SmeTrtf IMeitiad) 
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Venables the target of Goldberg 


For good measure Goldberg 


ON WHAT was a remarkable 
day by any standards, let alone 
one that ended with an impor- 
tant FA Cup replay, Mark 
Goldberg yesterday concluded 
his £30m takeover at Crystal 
Palace. The (teal win lead to the 
replacement of Steve Coppell 
as the Palace manager, possibly 
by Ttrry Venables, to Juveotus 
becoming the first Italian club 
to have a stake in a Premiership 
side, and -eventually- to the 
end of Ron Noades’ 17-year 
reign at Selhurst Park. 


first player, with Aston Villa’s 
Sasa Currie joining Palace for 
£lm. 

Goldberg, a 34-year-old 
Kent-based computer million- 
aire, finalised the takeover with 
Noades, the Palace chainnan, in 
the morning. However, he win 
not officially take aver until Oc- 
tober, when his buy-out is 
technically completed. In the 
meantime Noades will contin- 
ue as chairman, although he wiD 
have to agree major decisions 
such as signings in advance 
with his successor. 


Goldberg later saw Cop- 
pell, who agreed to become 
Palace's new “development di- 
rector of football", at! a 
lunchtime meeting. Goldberg 
confirmed that he is hoping to 
reamt Venables, the former 
England coach, to become the 
dub'S new manag e r with talks 
between the two likely in the 
next week. Coppell win continue 
hs manag er until his replace- 
ment is found. 

Juventus are taking up a 10 
per cent stake in Palace, and are 
also providing technical exper- 
tise: Coppell has been charged 
with the responsibility of help- 


Villa quick to 


put Gregory 


in command 


By Mark Burton 


JOHN GREGORY is the new 
manager of Aston Villa, who. 
wasted no time in filling the job 
vacated by Brian Little on Tues- 
day afternoon. Little barely 
had time to offer- some expla- 
nation of his departure at his 
own press conference yesterday 
afternoon before Gregoiy 
moved into his old office. 

It was an environment Gre- 
gory was not unfamiliar with, 
having only a year ago resigned 
from Little's back-room staff 
and dropped to the Second 
Division to take over as man- 
ager of Wycombe Wanderers. 

Fterhaps the increasing doubts 
over Little’s future, which he ad- 
mitted had played a part in his 
derision to go, had prompted Vil- 
la to give some thought to a suc- 
cessor. Certainly the move for 
Gregory was quick, as the new 
manager explained on GhibCaH 
“3 knew at 6 pm yesterday that 
I had the chance to do the job. 
We concluded things at about 3 
pm today,” he said. 

His appointment came as a 
surprise, particularly to the local 
evening paper, which yesterday 
offered readers the chance to 
nominate their choice from a list 
of a dozen possible new man- 
agers. Gregory was not on it 

The man himself said his 
new status had taken a while to 
sink in. Gregory sakh “This has 
been a traumatic time for the 
dub. The team had an awful 


start to the season and it has es- 
calated. One defeat sent alarm- 
bells ringing.” 

He said the most important 
thing was to pick up three 
points from the match at Liv- 
erpool on Saturday. Delighted 
with the opportunity to be in- 
volved in the Uefa Cup quarter- 
final against Alletico Madrid, be 
acknowledged that his prime 
task of keeping Villa in the Pre- 
miership would be hard work. 
“I know it is a tough job but I 
think 42 or 43 points might be 
enough for safety. 

“Certainly a few days ago, 
when I was at Wycombe, I 
wasn't thinking about this job. 
I think this job has come at the 
right time. It is also the right 
time for me to come back to Vil- 
la Park. I am going to grasp the 
opportunity with both hands. It 
is a huge club and I have been 
part of it in recent times.” 
little's recent times at VQla 
Park have been filled with in- 
trigue, from what he told the 
press at Vila's Bodymoor Heath 
training ground yesterday after 
saying goodbye to the players. 
He daimed that there were 
"certain things going on behind 
the scenes which were affecting 
my managerial position”. 

He refused to elaborate, but 
even Gregoiy felt obliged to dis- 
tance himself from any involve- 
ment in Little’s departure, 
saying: "There has been a bit of 
muck- throwing in the last week 
or so - not of my doing.” 
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ACROSS 

I Deadly obstacle facing 
Heniy (6) 

4 Animal secured, we 
hear, to provide seeing 
ultimately (53) 

10 Record returns: puts 
away round millions — 
from these? (43) 

II Compose a setting (5) 

12 Tinker dwelt poorly 
around Idaho (7) 

13 Cause of hill fissure? (7) 

14 Relief, getting liberal 
support (5) 

15 Drinks served around 
ship on river for tipplers 

18 ^tfsease of curs spread 
toUSdty (8) 

20 Brush with firm (taking 


time out ) (5) 

23 Unconsidered point (7) 

25 Spear fish in river (7) 

26 Hint, nothing forbid- 
ding (5) 

27 Advocate return of 
Knight in exchange (9) 

28 Crook’s bad, one con- 
cludes (8) 

29 Home by river? Dead 
right (6) 

DOWN 

1 Gift recipients take in 
deposits (8) 

2 Squares accounts (7) 

3 Animal's not quite fleet, 
ailing and old (9) 

5 Rank stain in US plant 
that’s deficient (14) 

6 Put off fellow cutting 
mounting grass (5) 


7 Straight (a left, not 
right) from Geordie (7) 

8 Audibly znash second 
course (6) 

9 Build, intersect in form 
of network made to last 

16 Norseman from Italy 
carried by upright ani- 


17 Speculated, as revealed, 
around Gty (8) 

19 Lots of money gent laid 
aside (4-3) 

21 Gean round note, say 

(7) 

22 Escort’s with love in 
carriage, look (6) 

24 Expert lining a new gar- 
ment (5) 
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ing to link up with the Sern? A 
ride. “Steve will help implement 
the Juventus model at Crystal 
Palace and will navel around the 
world looking at different train- 
ing techniques," Goldberg said. 

“He will also lie involved in 
implementing the new man- 
agement infrastructure that we 
are looking to put into the dub. 
Steve is important to me in 
terms of my future plans but we 
will be looking to replace him 
as manager shortly.” 

Once he has been replaced 
as manager, Coppell will work 
alongside a Juventus executive, 
based full-time at Selhurst 


Park, while Roberto Bettega, 
the Juventus vice president, is 
to be invited to become an ex- 
ecutive director at Palace. The 
south' London side coaid also 
sign Italian players on loan 
from Juve. 

Goldberg explained: “Ju- 
ventus will be te chnical direc- 
tors for footbalL They have a 
formula which has been proven 
overmanyyearstooptimiKthe 
experience and expertise of the 
playing staff.” 

Goldberg has a grandiose 
five-year plan for Palace and en- 
visages the dub having become 
a force in Europe, playing ‘ 


£30m Palace revolution 

lettega, redeveloped «, 000 -capacity bu/l can’t ac 


redeveloped 40 , 000 -capacity 
stadium at Selhurst Bark and 
having transformed their train- 
ing, management and medical 
facilities by that time. 

Venables, who managed 
Palace from 1976 to 1980 be- 
fore leaving for Queen's Park 
Rangers, is in Malaysia with 
the Austr alian national team 
and is not due to return to 
B ritain until next Monday, yet 
is believed to be prepared to 
listen to offers from any Pre- 
miership dub. Whether he 
will accept one from Palace re- 
mains to be seen. 

Goldberg has put down a de- 


in OCtOOer to waauw 

of the dub’s shares, w01 mvest 

arleast£5monnewpUyereavm 

the next 18 months, as well ^ a 

similar amount on stadium re- 
development plans. 

Despite Palace being m I9tii 
place m the Premiership. Goia- 
berg’s declared aim is to es- 
tablish them among the fifite as 

they contemplate their third rel- 
egation in five yearn. 

1 have a five-year plan to 
make Palace a club that can 
compete in Europe. Finan- 
cially, I have allowed for the 


little hoped that his decision 
to leave after three and a half 
years would ease the growing 
pressure on the team. Explain- 
ing that his resignation after a 
meeting with the chairman, 
Doug Ellis, had resulted from 
“deep and careful oomriderar 
tion” of his position, he said: “I 
fed ray decision was reached for 
the best interests of Aston Vil- 
la. especially in the short term. 
Over the past few weeks there 
has been growing speculation 
about my position at the foot- 
ball dub and I genuinely felt 
that was affecting the perfor- 
mance of the players. 

“There were certain things 
going on behind the scenes 
which were affecting my man- 
agerial position. As a result my 
decision to resign was not tak- 
en lightly - and most definitely 
not on the spur of the moxnenL 
I sincerely hope that my resig- 
nation will help ease the pressure 
the team may have been under.” 
His assistant manag er, Allan 

Evans, who was on his way 
back from Madrid yesterday 
after watching Atletico, said: “ 
“‘When I got hack I immediately 
phoned Brian and spent three 
hours with him. It wasn’t a case 
of me trying to persuade him to 
change his mind because he is 
his own man. Things had gone 
too far down the line.” 

Ellis, and Villa's fans, will 
hope the same is not the case 
for the team and its slide to- 
wards the relegation zone. 



South Africa’s Benedict McCarthy (right) shoots goalwards in his team’s 2-1 defeat of the Democratic Republic of Congo in the semi-final of the African 
Nations’ Cup in Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso, yesterday. McCarthy, who plays for Ajax, scored both goals, the second in extra time Photograph: AFP 


Durie on the mend 
after clash of heads 


AH pci*. ^ *• 

'n«l» until 31/3(98, and are Id 


By Ken Gaunt 


The Rangers striker Gordon 
Durie is expected to be re- 
leased from hospital today af- 
ter being carried unconscious 
from a Scottish Premier Divi- 
sion match. 

Durie collapsed on Tuesday 
night at Rugby Park during the 
1-1 draw against Kilmarnock 
and there were concerns about 
his health. 

Minutes earlier Durie had 
been involved in an accidental 
dash of beads with Kflmarnock’s 
Gary Holt on the edge of the 
Rangers penalty area. He was 
taken to Glasgow's Southern 
Genera] Hospital where be re- 
gained consciousness after 20 
minutes. 

Durie awoke yesterday with 
a thumping headache and re- 
fused breakfast but was will 
enough to receive visitors, 
among them was the Rangers 
manager. Whiter Smith, and 
dub captain. Richard Gough. 

The secretary of the Scottish 
Players' Union, Tony Higgins, 
was among those who sent his 
best wishes to the Scotland 
player, but he fears that players 
outside the Scottish Premier Di- 
vision may not receive proper 
medical care if they are injured 
in matches. 

Higgins said: “Wc argued 
the case that if there is a head 
injury during a match, then the 
referee must stop the game, 
even if it means denying a 
team an advantage. 

“That was what happened 
last night, although it was a 
strange one with Gordon at 


first seeming to be OK. then 
blacking out. Bobby 
Williamson [Kilmarnock's 
manager] said that if a player 
needed treatment after a head 
wound then perhaps he should 
stay off the pilch. 

“I see his point but I think 
it would be difficult to impose 
some land of a blanket ban on 
players reappearing. What is es- 
sentia] is that a club doctor is 
in attendance and that is usu- 
ally the case especially in Pre- 
mier Division matches. 

“At least in the top division 
clubs arc quite well covered for 
medical staff but further down 
the leagues that does not always 
apply. 

“It is a worry that there 
might not be appropriate med- 
ical back-up at some clubs ba- 
sically because of a lack of 
funding. 

“But we would like to sec a 
dub doctor in attendance at 
every match throughout the 
league, preferably with a knowl- 
edge of head injuries." 

John Robertson, Hearts' vet- 
eran striker, is joining Dundee 
on a month's loan but insists the 
decision was made for him. 

The former Scotland in- 
ternational his revealed that the 
Tynecastlc management in- 
formed him last night he will 
team up with the Scottish First 
Division leaders. 

“I'm disappointed Jim Jef- 
feries and BiDy Brown don't see 
me involved in the next four or 
five gurus as they are important 
for Hearts,” he said. “But they 
have said I can return to he purl 
of the run-in. My heart is at 


Tynecastlc and always will be. 

"However I'm a Dundee 
player for the next month and 
I guarantee they will get 110 per 
cent from me." 

Robertson has scored 270 
goals in his two spells with 
Hearts, but the arrival of 
Frenchman Stcphane Adam 
has restricted him to eight starts 
this term. 

Finn Harri Kampman yes- 
terday took over as coach at 
Motherwell and insisted It al- 
ready felt like a second home. 

Kampman, 43. has joined the 
Scottish Premier Division strug- 
gles from Lahti on a two-and- 
a-half- year contract. He made 
his name as a coach with My- 
Pa 47 whose Uefa Cup victory 
over Motherwell in 1995 left a 
firm impression on the Fir Park 
board. 

Kampman succeeds Alex 
McLcish who earlier this month 
left the club to take charge of 
Hibernian, the only team below 
Motherwell in the top flight. 

“I like the fact that this is 
such a family club it appears 
very homely and ycl at the 
same Lime very ambitious," 
Kampman said. 

“With the new Scottish Pre- 
miership next season I know it 
s vi tal we are not relegated and 
staying up is my minimum laigcL 

“I believe Tin moving to 
one of the best leagues in Eu- 
rope and l was both surprised 
and proud to be given the chal- 
lenge l have here." 

Kampman's deputy, Jim 
Griffin, retained temporary 
charge for last night’s home 
match with St Johnstone. 
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